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PRODUCTIONS
INC.
The Dick Cavett Show

FICHARD ROMAGNOLA
AL ATE PROVUCER

August 30, 1971

To Whom It May Concerni

I, the undersigned, represent that I am the Associate
Producer of The Dick Cavett Show, and ABC network tele-
vision program, shown five times a week and that John
Lennon, of Beatle fame, singer, composer, author and
actor is scheduled to appear on this program on VWednes-—
day, September 8, 1971. Appearing with Mr, Lennon will
be his wife, Yoko Ono, a famous poetess and musician in
her own right.

John and Yoko will discuss theéir music careers, her books

and their latest album, "Imagine."”

S:I.ncerelyi

Richard Romagnola
Associate Producer

1790 Broadway. New York.New York 10019. Suite1301. Tel.(212Y 765-2820
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The Peace Anthinis

Folk siuges Pete S.:.*t-gm' steppest to the
microphione at the Waslington Mowu-
meul Just week to sing the Johu Lennon-
Yoko Ono song “Give Peade a Chance.”
A bandhul of the guarter of a million
peace rmarchers joined B Soon the en-
tire assemblage was.chauting the phin-
tive hymo—"All we we saying/ls give
peace a chanee”™over and over. The
peace movement had fsund an anthem.

" Unlike the anthems of most mass pre-
tests, from the “Marseillpise” to "We
Shalt Overcome,” “Give I'eace a Chance”
is nol rooled in a folk tradition, but was
wrilten in bed over a four-day period last
spring by Beatles bard Lennon and his
bride, Yokb Ono, to kick off their Ameri-
can crusade for peace. They were lodged

" snugly - (cost: $1,100 a day) at the

Queen Elizabeth Hotel in Montreal as
ey worked out the lyrics which men-
tioned such luninaries ag Timothy Leary
and Norman Mailer, with whom Lennon
had been in contact on the phone.

A eight-track portable recording ma-
chine was hauled to the hotel and the
song was cul—with Jolm and Tommy
Smothers on guitar, Yoko pounding on a
wardrobe for percussion and a Toronlo
rabbi named Abraham L. Feinberg lend-
ing lis voice to the chorus. The group
was called the “Plastic Ouo Baiul,” which
Lennon plans to use as identification for
any of bis non-Beatles productions. (The
latest of these is the Lennon-Ono wed-

ding album which includes wedding pic-.

tures, cartoous by John, a postcard and
generous samplings of John and Yoko's
hearltbeats, mutterings;, sereams and ca-
jolings, for $8.40.)

Big Business: “Give Peace a Chance”
hus more than earned back its lavish pro-
duction costs witl a sale of 1.3 million

copics, 900,000 in the U.S. alome. Al _

though surprised by the sudden emer-
gence of the song as America’s peace
anthem, Lennon caleukted from the be-
ginning to market “thr product called
peace.” “1t’s got to be sold,” he said,

the man in the street. We want to male -

peace big business for evervbody.”
The song was first picked up on ihe

. street by marchers filing past the White

House duriog the Oct. 15 moratorivmm in
Washinglon and on the steps of St. Pat-
rick’s (.athf.dx al in New York. The or-
ganizers of the marches did not promole
the song--it just happencd. Now it will
serve as the centerpicce for sing-ins at
shoppiug centers plamed in Washington
:mdl will join the list of carols to he sung
in projected nationwide Christmas Tive
denn_m\h.xlium “We night not have a
leader,” m.(' protester in Washington said
ast week, “but now at keast, we have
song- —and a mass move mont doesn’t gn
anywhere without a song.” . -
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by Jonas tAekas

Seven movics by John Lennon
1 Yoko Opc were projecied a
the Idigin Thentre  Christmas
week. Two of them, “The Fly”
and “Legs,” were made in New
Yark, the samce weck, in a crash

movicmaking program; others
weore  oldar. “Qive Prace a

Chaice™ is  feature Jength docu-
mentary on {he Torento Bed-n.
it is eanlightening and enter-
taining, pavticularly the part
with Al Capp. “*The Ballad of
Jobn and Yo&o” and “The Cold
Turiey”™ were song-rausic fitys,
both very short.

Mostly I'd like to talk about
“‘Apotheosis,”  “‘Rape,” “The
Fly,” and “Legs.” 1 don’t know
what to call these films, They ave
neither fiction, nor decumenta-
rics, now pooms. They ere film
obiects, film things. Their en-

Andrew Sarris
on
Preston St rg2§
in
P SRR
SCREENWRITENS
ISSUE

now on sulc at

newsstands and bookstores

or send $1.50 to:

FILM COMMENT 109 Walnut Place
Brookline MA 02146 USA
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: : ante fikn
wiore the esmeramen folloy a
Gersan girl oo her visil te
Londm=n, 8She duaga't speck Eo-
plish. Thay do't et her go, they
den't asevor ey of ler quos-
tiviig, they doa't talk o Ler, U
follow her clase fo her heels
su the streels, and inio hor
roois. The girl was chosen by
chance, in the sireel, she wss
pevey told what was *going on,
they swindled the key to her
apartment frora her Bisten—and
so it goes, a peifoel cantra
upe, 2 paychelogical aszzuli,
and il poes aud nothing much
hapypens in the filim, only thal the
givl gradually becomes mess and
more fraatic about the unslcar
situaticn, Two things become i~
teresiing to watch, as the film
progresses: one is the gl her-
sef and the othe. is the awdic
ence. Al the Flgin, the audience
gradually beceme more and

mere outragaed that nothing was
Lagpeaing (o the givl: they were
wailing for a rape, they wanted a
f rape, a carnal rane, not the cam-
¢ era rape. Hollyweod js raping
them

every day, businessmen

New Videatapes

(1 year subscriptlion S6)

482-5565
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wie reping them every day, poli-fat - !

ilcizns ere vaping them overyidl ‘

day—4bat's olf vory line. Wolls i

vant vape! We want vepe! o :
3" Is a serizs of 231 pairs|a Lo

of lors filmed in New Yorl. {fi o

Ti are mostly legs of New| i '

York artists and “intelioctuals,” | p ;

The thivg ithal shoeked me when | il :

I save the film was bow ugly, al-| k :

norinal, distorted, ercoked, un-) p !

cven, siekly most of the logsi il

were. Now the werld cai see onj o

what legs the whole New Yook{ §

art, intellect, and cullure rest, | u

What 2 docwment. foe future his- 1 €

stiens! Honeslly, no lwo & ,"

were alike, though they werelf

always presenied in paivs, I tie ] f :

right Jeg was slraight, then thelt

Ieft one was cveokisd; il hath B

were straight, thei the right ene ; i

had 2 big pirople; it there vras o ; {

pimple, both legs were like two

sickly slicks, Jite, Fte. It's a i

very had state of legs in New
York., T wish sumeone made a
Sil-leg  filra in Mexico, in
Moscow,  in Siduvey. ' Three
hindred thirty-ooe faviner lags,
Three hundred (hivty-one musi-
cian legs. Three husdred thicty-
one factory worker legs. Three
bundred  thirty-ome  chimmey
sweepor legs. :

“The Fly” itz a
showing a ily crawling or sitiing
on a nude female bedy. As the
went, with Yoko Onuv™:
singing and Johy's guitar, it
gradually becanse a film opera, @
film opera with a fly in it.
Toward the end of the filin more
flies join in the crawling trvip and
the filn begins (o take a grim
and foreboding aspeet. Fat then
the film ends, -

“*Apotheasis,” 1 was told, is
John’s film, although clearly it's
in Yoko's spirit of concepl ani,
The filim begins with a clése-up
of John and Yoko, but then it im-
mediately opens on an .air view
of a snow village, a small
medievally looking old village.
The camera (in a balloon) slowly
floats up, we hear the sounds of

the village, degs barking, voices
(actual recerding from  the

batloes), they gradually disappear
as we go highor, as the balloon
sultly floats along—and then it
goas -into a cloud. For five
ninules we
whils  screcn, the

as clond

“encluses the balivon. This part of
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FONDON, Aug, 20 — John
Lenuan has very high hopes
for his row fum “Frection”

It's getting its promicre at
the Bdinburgh Festival this
monih - & movie of ihe build-
ing of a London hotel,

“Ii's fantastic,” says Lon-

non, modestly, “1N showy
em. Tt's going to be tha most
famous film Tever o Pruse.
“1 think” '

[ 2

e

‘ing it esplained ihe mn

The Mckground music for
{he otharwise silent 20-main-
ute film s provided hy Yeko
Ono znd the Joz Jones Toue .
Deai Music Company. The 'I"*:
cash was provided by Appla ’
Films. .

The iespireiion came when
Johr drove pasi-the site fov
the bLuilding of the hotel--
the London International.

“He goi & buzz from sce-

‘who shot the film, Iain Mac-
Mitlan. : o
Although the filin is a bona
fide movie it is In fact made
np ¢i thousands of still pho-
tograpas taken from exaclly
the same sooi, In the samna
Tind ¢f light, during the con-
struction work. Somelimes |——
Tain took the photegraphs
daily. Somelimes weekly. “It
doesn't jump at all-It just
grows organleally.” v
Any human interest in the
mevie? “Ah, yes, There Is a
peint where 2 workman
walks along a roof lpe, picks
up a plenk, and walks hack
again.”
. That all? “That's right,”
said Mr, MacMilan. =~ - )
LONDOR EXPRESS
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- by Carman Aoore

Pepular music is both foriu-
nate .and blessed, since it is
created only because everyhody
needs it. Classical musie, back
when the nobility were placing
the orders, was also social need
music. Since {he late 13th centu-
ry revolutions, classical music
has moved into the stote of being
music only needed by the com-
posers or clse music to be ad-
wmired. At any rate, though, the
camposer places and fills the
order hiraself.

,With the couining of Woko Onc
0 the Beatles hovschold, the cen-
tral prablem of the modern wn-
loved classical composer (how

to malke the public ask you for

xactly the same masic youw've
comuiscioned yourselt to do)
vag placed bheforg a performer
move popular thun Jesvs. Yoko's
style mentor is Johin Cage, and
that means several things to hes,
presumably. Fivst, she is nel res-
tricted o boing a past shopiy
because that is whal she wag
known as in Mew York avant
garde days. Second, since Cagean
ransic is not separate from life,
her sound may orgarize itself out
of just aboul anylhing that
vitrates. Third, the principle of
chance as an organizer of pieces
is available and thinkable when
necded, People probably think
shie's crazy. People probably
think thet Lennen's been led a-
stray by arother Far Easterner.
Either may be true, but a
serious listen 1d the ‘*“Yeokeo
Oro/Plastic Opo Band” record
shows that real music is going
dowr—a true fusion of rock aud
avant-garde clessicizm,

It might seem that a plastic ar-
tist from art music land, when
approaching the rock
would stmply start up rock
cliches in the band and do her
weird activities against it. But
Yoko goes further. Ii her music
makes any fresk: contribution to
the progress of art it is in the
area of bringirg life into your
cars. With Ornette Coleman sput-
tering little haM-valve smears
behind her, Yoko wails long siven
phrases (which do comz off as
boring and iypical new-music
tricks) on a cut called “A0S,”

thing, |

but toward the end of the picee
she, gels inlo languid, breath-
long, suffering kinds of sounds
againsl a still buckgrourd and all

is tronsformed. On “Why Not”

John and Yoko engage in a long
stretch of call and respente
exchanges—she  vocnlizing and,
hie guitar sincaring~-over a me-
dium Hues backgrovud, Insinga-

tious of flickering tongues,
probing fingers, ond daraicg

new soxval experinoents stem to
crackle forflh from the intimnste
and heady musical tradiags,
Then she calls “John, touch ma,”
and the tompo leaps too fast.and
suddenly from the rackei a train
comes, snuffs eut her cries, and
fades into the distanca. Even
mere brilliant is “Pancr Shoes”
which, weird as its component
sounds are, siruck me as a
strange kiud of blues rezipe. The
sound of the passing train, rain
falling, Yoko wailing over an ini-

tation train created by echoy
bass, drumsz, and guitar makés
for some very heavy arl. She
may. nol ve ablz to wrile *‘Paper-
back Writer,” but I am starling
to believe that she's so heavy.
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of thing that had made him fy-
mous, and turned down countless
offers to play the places that were
most ready to accept him as a live
petformer: American Rightclubs,
He has now resurfaced with long-
ish hair, a toyr that has taken

" him to places like the Bitter Fnq,

and Words qnd Music.

I's a funny change for a map
who, if he never wrote anything
more  than “Galveston,” “Wit-
chita Lineman,” and “"Where’s the
Playground Suzie,” would have to
be regarded ag onc of the fine
songwriters of the Sixties. To
some, it may sound as if he pushed
the plastic switch ¢o adjust {0 the
times, but the album is proof that
that isn't so. Jim Webb had ex-
hausted one avenue of musica)
expression and he has now shifted
into a context that allows him
more personal freedom, It's yn-
likely that he will achieve com-
parable popularity in his new sur-
roundings, but his music has never
sounded better thyn it does on
Words and Music,

Webb produced the album and .

has done a beautiful job, With-
out resorting to big, obvious ar-

- fangements he gets ap amazing

variety and complexity of sound
from what is mainly rhythm sec-
tion instrumentation. He also
knows how to e eclectic without
being boring. On “p. Sloan,”

. both an accordian and 3 fiddle

POP up just at the right moment
and then vanish when they are no
‘longer needed. Webb wound up
playing half the instruments ang
arranging the often astounding
harmony voices while Freddy Tac-
kett did a fine job of playing thce
other half, including bass. drums,
and guitars,

Unfortunalely. Webbs  meta-
morphosis is not exactly compiete.
His tyries, which were excellent
in the POp song context, arc now
"often overdone, pretention and
empty. It is here, ang only here,
that Webb sounds liké a maq
trying to be something he really
isn't. A sample of his new, more
“honest,” approach is found in the
album's low point. “Music for an

~Unmade Moaia cin Phonn mcaiu

|
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ranged on top of euch other) s -

a brilliant example of what he
¢an do with both melody and,
especially, harmony, The multi-
leveled vocat arrangement so oyt-
classes what we have come to ¢x-
pect from even the best rock
vocal groups that comparisons
become embarrassing.
“Lovesong” and  “Careless
Weed™ both have flashes of thig
kind of inspiration buy all of the
talents of Jim Webb come 1o a
focus on the album’'s masterpiece,
“P.F. Sloan.” P.F. Sloan was, of
course, a very popular song-writer
in the middle Sixties (“Eve of
Destruction”) who was, in Webb's
mind, slighted by “hip” people
(“But you just smiled ang read
the ROLLING SToNnE while he con-
tinued "Singing™). The words are
hard to follow but. happily, work

_ perfectly as lyrics. And the teack!

With its restrained melodiousness,
its pure imagination, its total per-
fection — it could not be improved
upon. Webb's lead voice, which
works fine throughout the album,
is charged with Breater confidence
and authority here than any-
where else, and the use of the
harmony voices s superb, Eve
level of the song falls together
1o offer us 1 powerfy) expression
of feeling and maod. The sheer
musicality of the cuy is cxhila-
rating,

Words and Music is the siate-
ment of a man who iy changing
and, in most ways, growing. |t
has some very obvious faults byt
We would be foolish to et them
blind us ¢ Jimmy Wepbs
strengths. Here s 4 man  who
is engaged in the act of creating
music at g very personal level,
He has created some very fine
things here. And ; suspect there
is a lot more where they have
come from.

- JON Lanpau

|
|

hot-shot rock eritics. That someone
is Mrs, Hazef R, Spark. a S8-year-
old parochia} high-school teacher
from lovely Decatur, llinois, who
faithfully purchases EVeTY new Bee
Gees album ay it is released, thig
loyalty notwilhs!anding that they
kave fallen to number (wo in her
list of fave-raves behind Mountain,

- Joux MENDELSONN

Plastic Ono Band
YokoOno
Apple SW-3373

Anyone performing avant-garde
music js laying themse|ves open
o a certain amouny of hostility
and derision at the outset. And if
that person also happens to pe
Yoko Ono, who has not only dig-
played a gift for hyping herself

Insider with “breaking up the
Beatles,” why, the barbs and
Jjeets can only be expected (o
increase Proportionately, Nog
only do moyt people have po
taste for the kind of far-out warp-
ling Yoko specializes  in: they
probably wouldn' give her the
time of day if ghe looked like
Paula Preptisy and sang ke
Aretha,

On the other hand, not much
of her recorded product inypires
any sympathy., Whay it mostly
inspires is irritation, even in
hardened fans of free music and

clectronic noige, Two  Virging, -

Unfinished Music No. One, and
the distinctly Uncatchy Peace jin-
gles on Wedding Album were the
e8O-trips of two rich waifs adrify

1929
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The cut takes up mosi of the
second side and in it Webb gives
his account of the hypocrisy and
inanity of the music business.
Of critics he writes in “Dorothy
Chandler Blues™:

How many songs have you
written in your lifesir.

How many have you destroyed?
Who is the man who doesn’t
pay tosce the play sir

And angry with his wife. lakes
out his knife and puts the
show away.

Now some are  spastic. and
some bombastic.

And some are still-born Mozirt
children. but thev're all made
out of plastic,

And in “Once Belore 1 Dic™ he
writes in what seems to be o res
prise. ol “I've Gotta Be Me™:
“And | will steer my star by my
own course or 1 will fall.: You
know they'll never make me crawl.
;And you can write that on the
wall,/ Once before | die. I'm gonna
be free.”

But this last quotation sums up
the paradox of this album per-
fectly. For. while 1 find this Kind
of lyric ludicrously barren. the
music Webb choses to expresx it
with is superb. “Once Before )
Die” is done at ballad tempo,
over beautiful pianc and guitar.
The vocals, herc and elsewhere,
are enhanced by some luscious
harmony from the women hack-
ground singers. And the melody
»s pure and rich and endlessly
listenable.

“Once Before | D" i an

example of the album's pretty
style and it is generally on the
mellower tunes that Webb’s vir-
tues emerge. While the up-tempo
cuts. like “Sleepin’ In thc Day-
time.” are generally well-done,
they are undistinguished and 1re-
quently used as vehicles for
Webb's more pretentious and
self-righteous moods. Webb is at
his best when dealing with almost
purc melody. “Three Songs”
(which is nothing less than “let
it Be Me,” “Never My Love,”
and “I Wanna Be Free” alt ar-

. TwoYears' n

Bee Gees
Atco S 33 153

This wor  be a review so much
s an atte spt to deal with the
rumor tha the Bec Gees were
strong-arm- | into re-forming by u
coithition ot sharmaceutical houses
specializing m the manulacture of
insulin.

No, onl kidding, although it
might as v :h be for alt there is
tu say abou Tiwo Years (On beyond
the boring © obvicus. Suffice it
to say the “lonely Daws™ was
a single s monumentally incon-
sequential -1 every way that even
the fikes . { the horrifying and
dreaded “K 1ock Three Times™ cut
it solely o the basis of having
a repulsive sersonality rather than
no persona fy at all  pretty much
defines the album's norm It all
just so incre Jibly blah.

(Did yo ever, incidentally.
think abou their “Massachusetts™
- about he v there was some poor
sentimental sap with a vibrato he
couldn’t ke p in hand standing on
an express vay on-ramp 1 New
E'ngland ha ling passing motorists,
“Hey. bub. San Francisco? Cun
you do a k .Jer mmitation of Robin
singing “1 Can’t See Nobody?"
Did you (ver feel just a little
bit safer be -ause that pathetic little
voice had te balls to warble. “It's
only word:, and words are ali 1
ha-ha-ha-h:ive to steal your heart
away-ay-ay-ay-ay,” nght in the
midst of ali that heavy power trio
speed blues”)

Two Yecrs On looks to have a
great chance of hecoming the first
Bee Gees aibum to be deemed (oo
dul} for ad.ptation by the Muzak
people.

In conclsion, I will point out
that, contrary to what you've
probabty siuspected, someone does
still listen 10 the Bee Gees beside

v [T the musical revolutions of the

Sixties, as if Saul Bellow had
suddenly discovered the cut-ups
of William Burroughs and rc-
cruited Lenore Kandel 10 help
him forge them in the void.

Dilettante garbage, simply. The
electronic/collage stuff. like the
radio bit and the silent grooves.
was a John Cage takeoff equaled
hy precocious teenagers with tape
recorders everywhere, and  the
screaming  had been explored
much more cffectively by Abbey
Lincoln in Max Roach's 1960 W+
Insist: Freedom Now Suite (ditto
Yoko's pre-; post<oital sighs) and
Patty Watees in a weird 1965 ESP-
Disk recording (a classic rendi-
tion of “Black Is the Color of My
True Love's Hair® which found
her shricking the word “black™
through every possible disten-
tion for 15 minutes).

It wasn't until the long freak-
out on the back of the live Tor-

onto LP that Yoko began to show’

some signs that she wus learning
to control and direct her vocal
spasms, and John finally cvi-
denced a nascent understanding
of the Velvet Underground-type
feedback discipline that would
best underscore her histrionics.
That record began 1o be listen-
able, even exciting, and the ver-
sion of “Don’t Worry Kyoko™ on
the back of the “Cold Turkey”
single was cven better.

Now Yoko finally has an atbum
all her own oul, and it bodes wetl
for future experiments by the
Murk Twins along these lines. For
one thing, Yoko has excellent
backup this time: one track fea-
tures an Ornette Coleman quar-
tet, and the rest find John, Ringo
and bassist Klaus Voormann work-
ing out accompaniments that are
by turns as frenzied as Yoko her-
self and quite restrained. 1t al-
ways sounds thought-out, carc-
fully arranged. appropriate; and
with Yoko’s music that’s saying
something.

Another strong plus is that all
the songs are kept relatively short,
make distinct statements, and
seldom degenerate into the kind
of pointless, prolix yammering

1930
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The question before us is,
what is the function of the
ROLLING STONE review section.
Rather than answer the question
directly, 1 prefer to use it as a
pretext for surveying the recent
history of rock writing. For,
strange as it may seem, rock re-
viewing already has a history. A
brief and none too glorious onc.
And that history has had a good
deal to do with determining the
shape of the writing done today.
particularly the writing in the
pages of the review section.

- At the tme of the Beatles’
emergence in America, in 1964,
the only regular writing about rock
as music appeared in the mimeo~
graphed journals of the record col-
lector and in the trade journals of
the music’s men of commerce.
There was always the occasional
freelance article in the Saturday
Evening Post or the New York
Times Sunday Magazine that
would analyze it sociologically,
evaluate it politically, or condemn
it morally. But no one discussed
the music as music in these places
—just as for many years no one
discussed film as film.

of Rock; Sandy Pearlman, king
of the perversely idiosyncratic,
current whercabouts unknown;
Robert Somma, noted for his pre-
cise and consistent intelligence
and his almost unbearable sanity,
currently editor of Fusion maga-
zine; and yours truly, about whose
past the less said the better, and
currently the editor of the ROLLING
STONE records section.

The style of writing in Craw-
daddy! befit people’s notions
about rock at the time. Almost
everything was long, serious, and
filled with distinctions about what
now secem to be less than carth
shattering thoughts and ideas.
Rock was the most important thing
in the world to us at the time and
it was reflected in the writing of
each critic. This attitude lead to
unbearable pretensions in bath
style and content and helped ac-
count for the ultimate demisc of
the magazine. After a while, who
wanted to read that kind of thing?

The other major Eastern outlet
for rock writing that sprung up
during thesc years was Chectah,
a fairly slick attempt at a mass
circulation monthly. That mag-

— Continued from preceding page

that characterized her earher work.
In a way, the track with Coleman
is the weakest: Yoko is into her
“Chh, John!” riff, and Ornette’s
band is laying down the kind of
a rhythmic noodling that seldom
finds them at their peaks. It was
a rehearsal tape anyway, what
would be really nice would be to
hear Yoko with new madmen the
likes of Gato Barbieri and Mike
Mantier.

The other tracks, however, arc
something eclse again. John's gui-
tar is strong and sizzling, a crazed
file cutting through with some
of the most eloquent distortions
heard in a long time. He’s really
learning this language now, and
his singing high notes and gut-
teral rhythms speak with the same
authoritative voice he showed
with the Beatles. And when he
suddenly shifts down from those
flurries into an expertly abstracted
guitar Line straight out of Chuck
Berty {(as in “Why”), it just takes
your breath away.

There are also two -experiments
in electronics here: Side One
closes with a haunting juxtaposi-
tion of “Tomorrow Never Knows™
guitar and vocal sounding like one
of the modal choirs off the Music
of Buigaria album electronically
distorted; and “Paper Shoes™
opens with tides of noise and rail-
road clacks, then moves into a
sequence where Yoko's voice,
cut up by machine and melted
into itself, flashes in wierd echoes
around the trestles.

This one will grow on you. They
haven't ironed out all the awk-
wardness yet, but this is the

first J&Y album that doesn’t
insult the intelligence-—in fact,
in its dark confounding way, it’s
ncarly as beautiful as John’s al-
bum. Give it a try, and at least

a handful of listenings before your ,_‘

verdict. There’s something hap- 3
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in the mid-:
popularity for the music broad-
ened. College kids and college age
kids now treated it with the in-
tesest and respect that had for-
merly been reserved for folk music.
Young people started rediscover-
ing their preadolescent jove affairs
with little Richard and Chuck
Berry. People  started  talking
about rock in serious terms.

Richard Goldstein's Village
Voice column, Popeve. was the
first regular forum for a new
kind of writing about rock. Gold-
stein never separated acsthetics
from journalism and covered the
subject by using both within the
context of a modern, flexible.
descriptive style. Because he was
always a better journalist than a
critic, Goldstein never became
important as a rock critic per s¢
although { think that time has
proven him right about a surpris-
ing number of things.

The first gang of pure rock crit-
ics. writers who self-consciousty
eschewed reportage for evalua-
tion, appearcd in that most eccen-
tric and at times wonderful rock
magazine, the original Crawdaddy!
Crawdaddy! was the brain child
of the then 18-ycar-old Paul Wil-
liams. long recognized as rock’s
most sincere person. He started
it while at Swarthmore College
and in the spring of 1966 moved
it to Cambridge, Mass., where he
used to write, edit, mimeograph,
and personally sell it to magazine
stands. Through 1966 he picked up
a variety of contributors, all of
them students at Eastern colleges,
and by early 1967, with the mag-
azine now published in New York
City, Crawdaddy! reached its
peak as a critical journal.

It was in the pages of Craw-
daddy! that a number of writers
developed distinctive, personal
points of view about the music.
Foremost among them was Wil-
liams himself who becamc the
ali-time champion of the joie de
rock school of criticism; R. Meh-
7er. who continues to torture
people with his delightfully mad-
dening obscurantism in these
pages and is the author of the
much acclaimed The Aesthetics

azi i

name young writers in New York
City. Concentrating more or 7e-
portage than criticism. 1t helped
launch the carcees of Robet
Christgau, Ellen Witlis, Jules Sie-
gel. and a whole lor of others.
But just as Crawdaddy! inevi-
ably suffered from the excesses of
its critical stvie, so  Chectah
suffercd trom the excesses of its
pop orientation. Everything read
very well. but you never remems-
bered unvthing when you finished
reading it.

The response of the West Coast
..-the arca along with England
where most of the actual music
wascomingfrom  talithis sound
and thunder sigaifying less thun
one might bave hoped for. was
mixed. For years Ralph Gleason
had been writing thc only jazz
column appearing regulacly in a
national newspaper. He had al-
readv turned his atiention -
creasingly towards rock. The
Mojo-Nuvigator was a witty little
journal that sought to combat
the obvious and limiting preten-
sions of Crawdaddy! The 1A Free
Press had a variety of approaches
10 rock writing, nonc of which
proved to be very interesting.

In the fall of 1967, the major
revolution in rock writing took
place, with the publication of the
first issuc of this newspaper. For
ROLLING STONE looked right, and
it felt right, and it had the onc
thing that the other outlets had
never, in their often painstaking
intellectuality, fully caught: the
spirit of rock and roll.

All of which is not to say that
ROLLING STONE immediately pro-
vided the best outlet for the cri-
tical evaluation of the music.
ROLLING STONE is now three ycars
old and, like rock writing itself,
has a history. Next issue we'll get
to how and why the record review
section has developed over the
years, what its present form is,
and what thc best way to present
rock criticism today is. And we'll
also get to who some of the people
are who write all thesc things
and why it is we think that they
know what they're talking about.

In God We Trust
Don Nix
Shelter B2

I God We Trust is another
tambourine-whapping, Sunday-
mornin<down-South. gospel
funk record. by unother one of
Leon Russells palbs. Don Nix.
Approprimtely. it is the first re
lease on feon's Shelter labed since
L.eon Russell’s owp athum.

Don Nix is a session man at
Muscie Shoals Sound Studios in
Muscle Shoals. Alabuma.  Like
other session men, Ry Cooder,
Joc South, and Leon Russell. be
has left the studio to go it alone
as a salo artist. Don, though
blessed with a friendly voice (not
unlike a slightly effeminate lLeon
Russell). would have been better
off staying behind the scenes.
Scenes.

In God We Trusi does have

some things going for it. Don uses
the rather novel idea of taking the
great slide guitarist from Mem-
phis, Furry Lewis, and putting him
into a rock band comtext. it works,
in a synthetic sort of way, and
the high point of Don Nix's first
album isn’t Don Nix at all, but
Furry Lewis singing a transcen-
dental “Nero My God 1o Thec”
solo for only a minute.

Most of in God We Trust is &
mixture of traditional and original
country-gospel songs, sung with
tepid fervor by Don and his back-
up group, the Mt. Zion Singers.

Don occasionally will get it on-

with one of his own compositions,
like “Amos -Burke” or the title
song, but when he does, some
sloppy bit of production, like the
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In December. 1970. John L eanva and Yoko
Onocameto New York City  their first time
as a couple - where they visited some of
Yoko's old friends. went out, as they rarcly do
in London. to some “cntertainment™ fims like
Diary of @ Mad Housewife and Lovers and
Other Strangers and to the Muhammad Ali
figh, made two new Rlms—Up Your legx
Forever and The Fly for inclusion in a three
night John and Yoko minifilm festival at the
Eigin Thealer, and did somc publicity for
their two extraordinary pew aibums.

The following scene takes place in a hote!
room one Sunday evening: John is turning on
the radio to hear Alex Bennetr's WMCA
phone-in program on which tonight he's play-
ing tracks from Yoko's album -— the first time
Yoko's music has been featured on AM radio,

“There are people who are going 1o love it
and people who are going to hatc it," Bennett
says enthusiastically. “] think that in 1980
music will probably sound like this. Here's &
track called “Why,” so phone in and tell us
what you think of it.”

“IT'S TODAY'S TUTT! FRUTTL™ John
writes on a note pad, 0 as aot to interrupt the
music.

“I'm 49 years old.” a listerner phones in. af-
ter kistening 1o “Why Not.” “Forty-nine and |
dig it. | heard trains going through a tunnel,
then rain—I'm just vsing my imagination—
then what souided like a bunch of Indians. 1
dig it. but { really like songs with a melody.”

“1t was truly disastrous.” a nasal-voiced lis-
tener calls up tosay.

“It's music, you idiot!” John exclaims ta

and her
Sixteen-Track
Voice

by

Jonathan Cott
Photographs by
Annie Leibovitz

scream. 10 go hack 10 my voice. And | came to
2 point where | believed that the idea of
avant-garde purity was just as stifling as just
doinga rock beat over and over.”

“Dear,” John interrupts. “one thing that's
going to throw you. Henry Flynt is talking
about ‘Swects from My Sweet’ by the Drift-
ers; he’s been rocking for a Jong time. You
know, he played us some fantastic stuff the
other night when we saw him. ‘Sweets from
My Sweet” was a big rock and rol hit, so he's
been aware of that for a long time. | don't
think he got 1o that sound pissing about with
mathematics, | had to interrupt since | was
Jjust reading something he wrote about con-
cept art and it's bloody hard, but he gets to

'Sy«n from My Sweet' and 1 understood |
im.~

“Probubly i was the only one who didn"t
hearit,” Yoko says,

“Right,” says John, singing, “Dun de dun
dun! I'm not puttiag you down, I'm just very
surprised to read this.”

“} know you mcan well” Yoko replics,
“but 1 get sortaf lost.”

“You were tatking about the 4:4 beat,”

“I realized” Yoko continues, “that the
classics, when they went from 474 to 4/3, lost
the heart beat. It's a3 if they lefi 1he ground
and lived on the 40th floor, Schoenberg and
Webern — Webern's on the 10p of the Empire
Stare Building. But that’s all right. Our con-
ceptual rhythm got complex, but we still
have the body and the beat. Conceptual
rhythm  carry on with my voice, which has a
very complicated rhythm even in *Why,' bt
the bass and the drnm is the hrsrthoas ©a tha
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- Continwed from Precerding Page

idea of improvisation, going somewhere you
don’t know, just huving something vague
planned, like doing something that's slow or
qGuiet and the rest of it decided by the wind
or whatevee, So 1 went in and started to
scream, and then John's guitar was going 2-
tong frantic. And 1 realized that John and [}
have a very mean streak, it was similar in that
sense. There's something about us that's say-
ing: Fuck you, 1 couldn’t care less, and 1 go
mad with my voice and John does it with his
guitar. Both of us have that side.”

“ have that side” John says. “but it's

“hard to get it on a Two minute single with a
technician like George sitting around.”

“You wee,” Yoko continues, “it became a
dialogue, we stimulated each other. You don't
¥now who inspired whom, it just goes on.
Klaus tokl me later that he'd realized that T
knew about thythm perfectly, it was right oo
spot. Of course [ xnew. In Toronto, Klaus and
Ringo were pretty silent about what 1 was do-
ing, but this time they got really turned on.

“When 1 say things 1 stutter a little bit.
Most of us kill off our real emotions, and on
top of them you have your smooth seif. 1t's
tike the guy in the film Diery of a Mad
Housewife with his_sing-song voice. There’s
that unreal tone. But when | want to say ‘I'm
sorry’ in a song - - because music 10 me is
something 5o honest and so real — | don't
fec! like saying (sing-song) ‘Tm sorry, mo-
ther” but rather as an emotion should be

alienation, since no one knew the other per-
son's instructions.

“So cverybody was moving without mak-
ing any sounds on stage. There was a point
where two men were lied up topether with
lots of empty cans and bottles around them,
andlhzyhndtomovelmnuumdlhe
stage to the other very quietly and slowly
without making any sounds. What 1 was try-
ing 10 attain was & sound that almost doesn’t
comeout. | told you about stutlering. Actually
§ don't really stueter, but before | speak 1
stutter in my mind, and then my cuitured self
tries 10 correct that stutter into 3 clean sen-
tence. And then it comes out like *Oh, and
how are you today? inscad of “0-O-Oh-h-
how are youT But before it comes out like
that you Have this stuttering in you. And |
wanted to deal with those sounds of people’s
fearsand stutterings.

“So | thought that if everything was set up
in = Yighted room and suddenly the light was
turned off, you might start to see things be-
yond the shapes. Or the kind of sounds that
you hear in silence. You would start to feel
he environment and tension and people’s vi-
brations. Those were the sounds that | wanted
1o deal with, the sound of fear and of dark-
ness, like a child’s fear that someone is be-
hind him, but he can’t speak and communi-
cate this. And so | asked one guy 10 siand be-
hind the audience for the duation of the con-
cert.

“] wanted the sound of people perspiring 10
beinit, t0o, so [ had all the dancers wear con-
1act microphones. and the instructions were

o cinime baneas havas and take them

1939‘
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pers, indicating a paper hanging from her hand.
“Thanks veddy much,” says John, bright as an apple.
Then, his nose in the bill, “How do they know what
calls we’ll make before we leave?” Nobody answers,
s0 he drops it and goes and leans over Yoko’s shoul-
der: “You're doing veddy well.” “I know, my dear,”
she says, not quite liking his unserious mood.

At the foot of the bed, I am studying a fat, square
book of Yoko’s called Grapefruit, with some very nice
“instruction poems” (“Steal a moon on the water
with a bucket. Keep stealing until no moon is seen
on the water.”). Yoko interrupts her composing now
and then to explain her art to me—all for the Look
story, which John is permitting “so that the world

will know Yoko invented ‘concept’ art,” and which
Yoko wants so that the world will know that Yoko
invented concept art. I'm not quite sure what ‘“‘con-
cept” art is, so the next day, I go to see an art critic
who, Yoko says, will explain it to me.

“It is a work of art that exists in your mind,”
he says. Then I ask him about Yoko’s film, which is
of 365 naked bottoms. “That you can get such variety
in the human behind, it's fantastic,” he says. “And
her Cut Piece. She sat in her best dress and invited
the audience to qut it up with a pair of scissors. A
first, there was an awful silence. Then—well—it was
terrible. Once they started, they couldn’t stop. They
went wild. She was left naked, of course.”

While Yoke was in
the hospital—for a
couple of weeks bejore,
and three days

after her miscarriage—
John camped

on an air matiress

on the floor

of her room. “For

three weeks, I didn’t
have one proper

. bath,” he says,
“only the stand-up
working-class kind."

continued




