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DISCUSSION: The employment-based immigrant visa petition was denied by the Director, Vermont Service 
Center, and is now before the Administrative Appeals Office on appeal. The appeal will be dismissed. 

The petitioner is a soccer academy. It seeks to classify the beneficiary as an employment-based immigrant 
pursuant to section 203(b)(l)(A) of the Immigration and Nationality Act (the Act), 8 U.S.C. 5 1153(b)(l)(A), 
as an alien of extraordinary ability in athletics. The director determined the petitioner had not established that 
the beneficiary has earned the sustained national or international acclaim necessary to qualify for classification as 
an alien of extraordinary ability. 

Section 203(b) of the Act states, in pertinent part, that: 

(1) Priority Workers. -- Visas shall first be made available . . . to qualified immigrants who are aliens 
described in any of the following subparagraphs (A) through (C): 

(A) Aliens with Extraordinary Ability. -- An alien is described in this subparagraph if -- 

(i) the alien has extraordinary ability in the sciences, arts, education, business, or 
athletics which has been demonstrated by sustained national or international acclaim 
and whose achievements have been recognized in the field through extensive 

i 

documentation, 

(ii) the alien seeks to enter the United States to continue work in the area of 
extraordinary ability, and 

(iii) the alien's entry to the United States will substantially benefit prospectively the 
United States. 

As used in this section, the term "extraordinary ability" means a level of expertise indicating that the 
individual is one of that small percentage who have risen to the very top of the field of endeavor. 8 C.F.R. 
5 204.5(h)(2). The specific requirements for supporting documents to establish that an alien has sustained 
national or international acclaim and recognition in his field of expertise are set forth in the regulation at 
8 C.F.R. 5 204.5(h)(3). The relevant criteria will be addressed below. It should be reiterated, however, that 

- the petitioner must show that the beneficiary has earned sustained national or international acclaim at the very 
top level. 

This petition, filed on May 16, 2002, seeks to classify the beneficiary as an alien with extraordinary ability as 
a soccer coach/instructor. The petitioner has submitted documentation pertaining to the beneficiary's career as a 
soccer player for various professional teams in Argentina, Venezuela, Bolivia, and Portugal. The documentation 
presented indicates that the beneficiary last competed professionally in 2001. There is no evidence that the 
beneficiary, age thirty-two at the time of filing, remains consistently active at the national or international level as 
a competitive soccer player. 

The regulation at 8 C.F.R. 5 204.50 requires the beneficiary to "continue work in the area of expertise." We 
note, however, that the petitioner seeks to employ the beneficiary not as an extraordinary soccer player, but, 









EAC 02 193 52005 
Page 6 

English language translation that the translator has certified as complete and accurate, and by the translator's 
certification that he or she is competent to translate from the foreign language into English. 

It is further noted that the regulations require the beneficiary's acclaim to be sustained. The overwhelming 
majority of the dated newspaper articles in this case are from the fxst half of the 1990's. The record contains no 
articles about the beneficiary from February 1999 to May 2002, and only two articles from 1996 to 1999. For this 
reason, the evidence submitted under this criterion fails to show that the beneficiary has sustained whatever 
acclaim he may have earned in Argentina's sports media as a soccer player. Furthermore, none of the articles 
provided describe the beneficiary's activities as a coach. In sum, the articles presented fail to show that the 
beneficiary has sustained national or international acclaim in major sports media as a soccer player or coach. 

Evidence that the alien has performed in a leading or critical role for organizations or 
establishments that have a distinguished reputation. 

In order to establish that he performed a leading or critical role for an organization or establishment with a 
distinguished reputation, the petitioner must establish the nature of the beneficiary's role within the entire 
organization or establishment and the reputation of the organization or establishment. 

Carlos Portell, President, Banfield Athletic Club, Argentina, states: "[The beneficiary] was a player in our 
first soccer team from 1987 to 1990 and then again in 1991 and 1992. He played in 3 1 official games, scoring 
three times. [The beneficiary] is still well remembered in the Club and in the community of Banfield." 

It has not been shown that scoring three times in 31 games is tantamount to a leading or critical role as a 
player for the Banfield Athletic Club. The petitioner has not provided official statistics for the other players 
who competed for the Banfield Athletic Club that would indicate that the beneficiary's role as a player on the 
team was more important than that of his fellow teammates. 

In this case, the evidence presented is not adequate to show that the soccer teams for which the beneficiary 
has played have distinguished themselves at the national level. For example, it has not been shown that 
soccer teams for which the beneficiary has played have a history of consistently outperforming their 
competitors or winning a greater percentage of national championships. Furthermore, the petitioner has not 
provided official statistics distinguishing the beneficiary's performance during a given season from that of his 
fellow teammates. Finally, the record contains no evidence showing that the beneficiary has coached a soccer 
team at the national level. For these reasons, we find the petitioner has not established that the beneficiary 
has performed in a leading or critical role for a distinguished organization as a player or coach, or that his 
involvement has earned him sustained national or international acclaim. 

Evidence that the alien has commanded a high s a l q  or other significantly high remuneration 
for services, in relation to others in the3eld 

The petitioner submitted copies of his contracts and pay stubs, but there is no indication that the amounts 
shown are "significantly high" in relation to those of other soccer professionals. Without comparative 
evidence showing that the beneficiary is among the highest paid professional soccer players or coaches in 




