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DISCUSSION: The director of the Texas Service Center denied the nonimmigrant visa petition on February 16,
2005. The director rejected a Form I-290B, Appeal to the Administrative Appeals Office (Form I-290B) and
Motion to Reopen and Reconsider (Motion) on March 18, 2005, because the attorney used an obsolete version of
the Form [-290B. Counsel attempted to file a new Form [-290B, appeal and motion on March 29, 2005. The
director denied the motion to reopen and reconsider on April 8, 2005. The matter is now before the
Administrative Appeals Office (AAO) on appeal. The appeal will be rejected as improperly filed.

The regulation at 8 C.F.R. § 103.2(a)(3) provides in pertinent part that, “[a]n applicant or petitioner may be
represented by an attorney in the United States . . . A beneficiary of a petition is not a recognized party in
such a proceeding.”

The regulation at 8 C.F.R. § 103.3(a)(1)(iii}(B) states in pertinent part that, for purposes of this section the:

“[A]ffected party" (in addition to the Service) means the person or entity with legal standing in a
proceeding. It does not include the beneficiary of a visa petition. An affected party may be
represented by an attorney or representative in accordance with part 292 of this chapter.

The record reflects that the beneficiary, rather than the petitioner, retained new counsel to file a motion and
appeal on the petitioner’s behalf. Although new counsel, , indicates on the Form G-28s and
Form 1-290Bs that he appears as an attorney for the petitioner, the G-28s filed on appeal and on motion are
signed by the beneficiary, not the petitioner. The regulations clearly reflect that the beneficiary is not a
recognized party to this proceeding, and that the beneficiary is not entitled to file an appeal, or to retain
counsel for himself, on the petitioner’s behalf.

The regulation at 8§ C.F.R. § 103.3(a)(2)(v)(A) provides that an appeal filed by a person or entity not entitled
to file must be rejected as improperly filed.

The record contains no evidence to establish that the present appeal was filed by the petitioner. Accordingly,
the appeal must be rejected.

ORDER: The appeal is rejected.



