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DISCUSSION: The onimmigrant visa petition was denied by the Acting Director, Texas Service Center, and is 
now on appeal before ? he Administrative Appeals Office (AAO). The appeal will be dismissed. 

The petitioner is a cit of the IJnited States who seeks to classify the beneficiary, a native and citizen of the 
Philippines, as the of a United States citizen pursuant to section 101(a)(15)(K) of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act U.S.C. 5 1 101(a)(15)(K). 

The acting director the petition after determining that the petitioner had not offered documentation 
evidencing that he beneficiary had personally [net within two years before the date of filing the 
petition, as required 214(d) of the Act. and that the petitioner had not established that compliance 
with the meeting would result in extreme hardship to the petitioner. Decision of rtre Acting 
Dzrector, dated 

Section 101(a)(15)(K of the Act, 8 U.S.C. 8 1 I0 1 (a)(lS)(K), provldes nonimmigrant classification to an alien 
who: 1 

of a li.5. citizen acd who seeks to erlter the United States solel) io conclude d 
with that citize,; within 9C days sfter admissioil; 

a valiti marriage with a citi~en o: the United States who is the petitioner. is the 
a petition to accord a statc; under section 201(bj(2)(A)(i) that was filed mder 
the petitioner, and 5erks to enter the United States to await the approve! of 

the availability to the alien of a~ immigrant visa; or 

(Jr chi14 c , f '~a  slier! described in clause ( I )  or ( i ~ )  and is accompanying, or i;illo~~;r:g 

Syition 214(d) of the bet, 8 U.S.C. 5 I 184(d), states, in pertinent part, that a fiance(e) petition: 

. . shall be approved only after ;a!~sfactoi> evidence is submitted b j  the petiticiner to 
establish hat the p.11 ties i~ave previously met in person within two years befcrc the date of 
filing the petition, have a bona iide intention to marry, and are legally able and ac t~~a l l j  
willing tc conclude a vaiicl marrlage i l l  ihc United States within a perloil of nillet) ddr i :  

after the I lien'< arriva! . . 

I Pursuant Lo 8 C.t".R. t j  214 ;(k)(2 ), :he peticir)r:er qnaj be eve~npted from this requirement io;- a ,r,eeti~rg , l '  ;t I., 

established that comp iance would: 

! 1 ) result in bxtreme h;?rdship to the petitioller; or 

would ;ilol;ltc. qtric~ and iang-established cdstcms of :he beneficx;u>': 
of social practice, 3s where marriages ale traditionaliy arranged 3;) :hc. 

?eitics and the plospective bride and groom are prohibiteti ~ h m  : 
arrangernenr and pricr to the wedding day. Tn add~tiorl to 

n!eeiinG would be a violatiorl of custo,n nr pracl'tici:. :tic 

thdt cisy and 211 other aspects of the trad~ttrmal a1 rango~r~.~,lt; 
with the custom or practice. 
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The regulation at tion 214.2 does not define what may col~stitute extreme hardship to the petitioner. 
Therefore, each of extreme hardship must be judged on a case-by-case basis taking into account the 
totality of the circumstances. Generally, a director looks at whether the petitioner can 
demonstrate the circumstances that are (1) not within the power of the petitioner to control or 
change, and (2) a considerable duration or the duration cannot be determined with any degree 
of certainty. 

The petitioner filed t Petition for Alien Fiance(e) (Form 1-1 39F) wit11 Citi~enship and Immigration Services 
on March 19, 2004. the petitioner and the beneficiary were required to have met during the period 
that began on March ended on March 19. 2004. 

The director dete d that the petitioner had not established sufficient grounds for waiver of the mceting 

r submits a letter indicating that he knows that he loves the beneficiary with all of his 
ave never met in person. f!:e petitloner states that he and the beneficiary have been in 

contact sincc Se 8, 2001 and that he has a steady joh and owns his own home. rLerterpum Arithony L. 
04. The petitioner also submits a letter from a physician treating the petitioner's father. 
etitioner's father suffers from hypertension and stroke arnong other ailments. The let!!er 
er's father is unable to prepare food and care for himself and therefore requires the 
. Lettrr fizlnz D(lvtcl Rcsr, h41), dated iMay 27.2004. 

gh section 2!4(d) of the Act rquires the petitioner and the beneficiary to meet, it does 
travel to the beneticidry's home country. The record on appeal does not demofistrate 
beneficiary explored options for a meeting beyond the petitioner trsveiil~g to the 

lot limited to the beneficiary traveling to meet the petitioner in the United States. The 
o travel to the home country of the beneficiary standing alone does not warrant zi 

to the petitioner. Further, the AAO notes that the record fails to establish Ihat +,he 
n able to provide Lare to his fdther and therefore. does not deinonstrz:e tba! the 
porarily absent from the United States in ordpr to meet the beneficiary. 

The evidenk of does not establish that the petlticmcr and the beneficiary met as required. I'akinp intc 
acccunt the the circumstances as the petitiollcr ha\ presented them, the A 4 0  dces no: finti that 

requirenlent wo~~ici result i!i ::x::-emc hardship to the peritioner c\ i  uould vicllate 
of the' beneficlarl's foreig:~ culture cr social practice. Thei-elb:~., rhe ap~ebl 

wi!! he dismissed. 

~ + i t ~ t ~ d .  . ,! fir: bppeai is dismicsed. 

litirsunnr ro 8 C F.R. 
t'l~rm !-12QF petition 

Trip .l;-;~rcfen 13r' proof 
: 36:. The petitioner 

3 2i-).2(k)(2), the ienia! of thr: pelition 1s &ithotit prejurlic~,. The petitioner ~ 1 2 ~  tile a 
uti :he beneficiary's 'oehalfwliej~ slf5cient evidence i j  available. 

11 these proceedings rest. solely with the petiticner. See Section 291 of the Act, 8 li.:;.''. 3 
has not met that hzrder,. 


