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DISCUSSION: The Director, California Service Center, denied the nonimmigrant visa petition, and the 
matter is now before the Administrative Appeals Office (AAO) on appeal. The appeal will be rejected. 

The petitioner is a coach, seeking classification of the beneficiary under section lOl(a)(lS)(P)(i) of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (the Act), 8 U.S.C. 5 1 10 1 (a)(l 5)(P)(i), to sponsor the beneficiary to train 
and compete in athletic competitions. 
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In a June 2, 2005 decision, the director denied the petition, finding that the petitioner failed to establish 
that the beneficiary met the documentary requirements for P-1 athletes set forth at 8 C.F.R. 5 
242(p)(4)(i i)  The director further found that the evidence is insufficient to demonstrate that the 
beneficiary is an internationally recognized athlete. 
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On appeal, counsel for the beneficiary submits a brief and additional evidence. 
I 

The regulatiob at 8 C.F.R. 8 103.3(a)(l)(iii) states that, for purposes of appeals, certifications, and reopening or 
reconsideration, afected party (in addition to the Citizenship and Immigration Services) means the person or 
entity with legal standing in a proceeding. It does not include the beneficiary of a visa petition. 
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The regulation at 8 C.F.R. 8 103.3(a)(2)(v) states that an appeal filed by a person or entity not entitled to file it 
must be rejected as improperly filed. In such a case, any filing fee the Service has accepted will not be refunded. 

The appeal has not been filed by the petitioner, nor by any entity with legal standing in the proceeding, but rather 
by the beneficiary. Therefore, the appeal has not been properly filed, and must be rejected. 

ORDER: The appeal is rejected. 


