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DISCUSSION: The application was denied by the Director, Nebraska 
Service Center, and is now before the Associate Commissioner for 
Examinations on appeal. The appeal will be dismissed. 

The applicant seeks to obtain a refugee travel document under 8 
C. F.R. 223.2 (b) (2) . The director denied the application for a 
refugee travel document after determining that the applicant does 
not have either valid refugee status under section 207 of the Act, 
or asylee status under section 208 of the Act, or permanent 
resident status received as a direct result of his asylum or 
refugee status. 

On appeal, the applicant states that he travelled to Kosovo for the 
reburial of his mother's ashes and to pay a visit to his relatives. 
He claims that he was informed that the exhumation had to take 
place on August 2, 1999. He states that he remained in Kosova 
until May 23, 2000. He submits a one-way air travel ticket from 
Chicago to Skopje in his name. The applicant states on his 
application that the purpose of his trip is to work and live there. 

8 C.F.R. 223.2 (b) states, in pertinent part: 

Eligibility. (2) Refugee travel document. .(i) General. Except 
as otherwise provided in this section, an application may be 
approved if filed by a person who is in the United States at 
the time of application, and either holds valid refugee status 
under section 207 of the Act, valid asylee status under 
section 208 of the Act, or is a permanent resident and 
received such status as a direct result of his or her asylee 
or refugee status. 

The Application for Travel Document (Form 1-131) was filed on May 
23, 2000. His airline ticket shows his intended departure date as 
May 17, 2000. Therefore, the applicant has not established that he 
was in the United States, as required, at the time the application 
was filed with the Service. 

The burden of proof in these proceedings rests solely with the 
applicant. Section 291 of the Act, 8 U.S.C. 1361. The applicant 
has not met that burden. 

ORDER: The appeal is dismissed. 


