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INSTRUCTIONS:

This ig the decision in your case.  All documents have been ﬂ:mrned to the offfce that originally decided your case. Any
further Inquiry must be made to that office.

If you believe the law was insppropriately appiied or the analysis used in reaching the decision was inconsistent with the
information provided or with precedent decisions, you may file 2 motion o reconsider. Such a motion must state the
reasons for reconsideration and be supported by any pertinent precedent decisions. Any motion to reconsider must be filed
within 30 days of the decision that the motion sceks to reconsider, as required under 8 C.F.R. § [03. 5} IXE.

If you have new or additional information that you wish {0 have considered, vou may file a motion to reopen. Such &
metion must state the new facts o be proved at the reopened proceeding and be supported by affidavits or other
documnentary evidence. Any motion to reopen tust be filed within 30 days of the decision that the motion seeks to reopen,
except that failure to file before this period expires may be excused in the discretion of the Service where it is
demonstrated that the delay was reasonable and beyond the comtroi of the applicant or petitioner. fd.

Any motion must be filed with the oftice that originally decided your case along with a tee of $110 as reguired under 8
C.FR. § 1037
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DISCUSSION: The application was denied by the Director, Nebraska
Service Center, and is now before the Administrative Appeals COffice
(AAQ) on appeal. The appeal will be dismissed.

The applicant, a citizen of Kosovo, seeks Lo obtain a refugee
travel document under 8 C.F.R. § 223.2(b)(2)(ii). The district
director denied the application for a refugee travel document
determining that the applicant departed the United States without
first obteining a travel document.

On appeal, the applicants’s brother’s legal guardian states, in
pertinent part, that:

I am writing at the request and on the behalf of
Besim Deliu.

It ig clear to me that he violated the guidelines by
having his application for Refugee Travel Documents sent
in after he left the United States.

His violation of the guidelines may be summed up in
one word, ignorance. His previous travel deocuments had
not expired when he left on December 25th to vigit hisg
parents in FKosovo. Hig inability to read English
proficiently led him to depend upon his roommate for
aggigtance. Hig roommate could have sent them in before
Begim left, but decided to file Besgim’s papers at the
game time he sent in hisg. (If necessary thig can be
documented) . However, his explraticn and travel dates
were much later than Besim‘s dates. While I understand
that ignorance is not an excuse for failing to follow the
guidelinesg, I implore vyou Lo congider Besim’s
circumstances.

Regulations at 8 C.F.R. § 223.2(b) state, in pertinent part, that:

FEligibility. (2) Refugee travel document. (i) General.
Except as otherwise provided 1in this section, an
application may be approved if filed by a person who is
in the United States at the time of application, and
either holds valid refugee status under gection 207 of
the Act, valid asylee status under section 208 of the
Act, or is a permanent regident and received such gstatus
ag a direct result ¢f his or her asylee or refugee
status.

he applicant was not in the United States at the time of
application.



The record indicates that the applicant was previously issued a
Refugee Travel Document, Form T-571, on December 26, 2000, which
was valid until December 26, 2001,

The record alsc indicates that the applicant departed the United
tates on December 25, 2001. The applicant did not first secure a
new refugee travel document.

Regulations at 8 C.F.R., § 223.3(C) state that a refugee travel
document may not be extended.

The applicant was in posgession of a refugee travel document prior

to hig departure from the United States. The applicant’'s travel
document was valid for one year, until December 26, 2001. The
applicant departed the United States on December 25, 2001. The

applicants Application for Travel Document, Form I-131, was filed
on February 13, 2002, more than one month after the applicant‘s
departure from the United States.

The application wag filed after the applicant had departed the
United States, therefore, the application may not be approved.

The burden of proof in thege proceedings rests solely with the
applicant. Section 291 of the Act, 8 U.S.C. § 1361. The applicant
has rnot met that burden.

CRDER: The appeal is dismissed.



