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AITBLHCATION. Applical~on tor Rehsager Travc! Duclrlsienr Pursuant m 8 C.F.R. 5 223.2(b)2) 

I Y  UbHALF OF PETITIONER. SELF REPRESENTED 

'I'lsis is rhe decision in yuur case. hit documents have been reearned to the afficc that origiraaIIy decided your case. Any 
hrther inquiry must be made ta Fhar affyce. 

If you belictvc the law was inapproprialely applied or the anakysis used In reaching the decision was inconsistent wirh the 
informatian providcd or with prcccdcnr decisions, you mzy gitiie a motion to reconsider. Such a morioll musr state the 
reasons for reconsideration and be supported by my pertinent precedent decisions. Any motion to reconsider must be filed 
within 30 days of the decision that the ra~otion seeks ro reconsrder, as required under 5! C.E.W. $ 103.5(a)(1)(1). 

If you have new or  additional information that you wish to have considered, you may file a motion to reopen. Srscl-I a 
motion must state the new iacts to be proved ao the reopened proceeding and be supported by affiiidavlu or oiher 
docu~nentary evidence. Any motion to reopen musr be iifed w i ~ h i n  30 days of h e  decision &at the rnorlon seeks to nopun. 
excepr that failure to Pile before this period expires may be excused in the discretion of the Servace whele ie is 
demonstrated that the deiay was reasonable and beyond h e  control of the applicant or pe~itioner. Id. 

Any motion must be filed with &e oBfice that originally decided your case along with a gee uf $1 LO as required under 8 
C.F.R. $ 103.7. 

Robert P. Wiernann, Director 
Administrative Appeals Office 
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DLSCUSSION: The application was denied by the Director, Nebraska 
Service Center, and is row before the Adminis~rative Appeals Ofr'ice 
(ARO) on appeal. The appeal will be dismissed. 

The applica~t, a citizen of Kosovo, seeks to obtain a refugee 
travel docurrent u s l ~ e r  8 C . F . R .  § 2 2 3  - 2  (b) ( 2 )  (ii) . The district 
director dezied the applicatior, for a refugee travel documnt 
determini~g that the applicant departed the United States without 
first obtaixing a travel docuRent. 

On appeal, @he applicants's brother's legal guardian states, in 
pertineat part, that: 

-r I an writing at the reques~ and on the behalf of 
Besim Delia. 

Lt is clear to ne that he violaced the gui~eiines by 
havizg his application for Refugee Travel Dccumen~s sent 
in after he left the United States. 

His violation of the guidelines may be summed up in 
one word, ignoraace. His previous travel documents had 
not expired wLez he left on December 25th to visit his 
parents in Mosovo. His inability to read English 
proficiently led him to depecd upon his roorr.p.ate for 
assistance, Kis roommate could have sent there in before 
Besim left, but decided to file Besim's papers at the 
same time he s e ~ t  ir? his. (If necessary this can be 
documented). However, his expiration and travel dates 
were much later than Besim's dates. While I unders~and 
that ignorance is ~ o t  an excuse for failing to follow the 
guidelines, I inpiore you to consider Besir.'s 
circumstances. 

Regulations at 8 C . F . R .  § 223.2(b) state, in pertinent part, that: 

Eligibility. ( 2 )  Refugee t rave l  documeni (i) G e n e r a l .  
~ x c e p t  as otherwise provided this section, an 
applieatkon may be approved if filed by a person who is 
in the United States at the time of application, and 
either holds valid refugee status under section 207 of 
t h e  Act, valid asylee status ~inder section 208 of the 
Act, or is a permanent resident and received such status 
as a direct result cf his or her asylee or refugee 
status. 

Tke app1icar.t was not ic t h e  United S~ates at t h e  time of 
applicatton. 
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The record indicates that the applicant was previously issued a 
Refxgee Travel Document, Form 1-571 ,  on December 2 6 ,  2 0 0 0 ,  which 
was valid uctiL December 2 5 ,  2001. 

The record also indkcstes t h a t  the applicant departed the United 
States on December 25, ZGOi. The applicant did not first secure a 
new refugee Crave1 doc~nent. 

Regulatiofis at 8 C.F.R. 2 2 3 . 3  (C )  s t a t e  t h a t  a refugee travel 
document may nor be extended. 

The agglicant was in possession of a refugee travel document prior 
to his departure from the United States. The ap?licantrs t r a v e l  
docurr,ent w a s  v a l i d  for one year, until Dece&er 2 6 ,  2 0 0 1 .  The 
applicact deparced the United States on December 25, 20C1. The 
a~piicante A Application far Travel Doc~ment, Form 1-131, was filed 
on February 13, 2052, more than  one nonth a f t e r  t h e  applicsnt's 
departure from the United States. 

The application was filed after the applicant had departed. the 
United States, therefore, the application may not be approved. 

The btrrdegl of proof i n  these  proceedings rests s o l e l y  with the 
applicant. Section 291 of the Act, 8 U.S.C. 5 1361. The applicant 
has no t  met t h a t  burden.  

ORDER: The appeal is dismissed. 


