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DISCUSSION: The applica~ion was denied by the Director, Nebraska 
Service Ce~ter, an6 is now before the Associate Comnissio3er for 
Examlcations on appeal. The appeai will be dismissed, 

The applicant is a native and citizen of Iran who seeks to obtain 
a travel doc~nen?  (reentry permit) under section 223 of the 
Im~~igra~iol: and Nationality Act (the Act) , 8 U.S.C. 1 2 0 3 .  T h e  
d i r e c t o r  denied the application after determining that khe 
application was filed after the applicant had depastec5 from the 
United States. 

Or, appeal, counsel states t h a t  the agplicant had previo~sly applied 
for and received a reentry permit, Eowever, due to extenuating 
circumstances beyond his ccztroi, and for medical reasons, he was 
forced to rernain abroad iocger thar, origi~aliy anticipated. Couzlsel 
asserts t h a t  the instant applicatioa, for a reentry pernit is 
basically a request for an extezsion of t i ~ . e  in which to return to 
the United States. Counsel notes that the applicant ts elderly, in 
his 8 C f s ,  and that there is no American Embassy or consular office 
in Iran where he would be able to solicit aE extension. 

In pertinent part, section 223 of the Act provides that an alien 
lawfully admitted for permanent residence who interxis eo visit 
abroad and return to the UniLed States to resume that status may 
make an application for a permit to reenter the United States. 

The regzlarion at 8 C.F.R. 223.2(b) (1) allows for the approval of 
a reentry permit if the application (Form I - i 3 i )  is filed by a 
person whc is in the United States at the tine of applicatio?, and 
is a lawf~l permanent resident or conditional permanent resident. 
The regulation at 8 C . F . R .  223.3 provides that reentry perrr.its are 
generally valid for two years from the date or' issizance and may not 
be extended. 

The record reflects that the applicant departed the United S t a E e s  
in September 1998, in order to receive free medical treatmen? fa r  
the removal of kidney stones 2s Iran. On appeal, counsel sxbmits 
evidence t h a t  the applicant had previously applied for a reencry 
permit on Julze 19, 1998, and, asserts that the aappiicatior, was 
approved. The ixstant Applicatior; for Travel Document (Form I-131), 
hewever, was filed on February 16, 2302. Since the app l i ca t ion  was 
filed after the applicant had departed from the United States, and 
there is no pzcvislon in the reg~lations for the extension of a 
reentry permit, the application may not be approved. The appeal 
wlll, therefore, be dismissed. 

It is noted that a lawful permanent resident who seeks co reenter 
after an absence of one yezr or m e r e ,  and who does noE possess a 
valid reezztry permit, should contact a United States consulate 
abroad for further information regarding possible options for 
return to the United States. Inforwatiofi  concerning which United 
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States consulate abroad has jusisd$ction over inquiries from 
persons in I r a 2  may be obtained fro3 the  Vnited S t a z e s  Department 
of Sta t e .  

The burden o E  proof in these proceedings ares+,s solely with the 
applicact. Section 291 of  he Act, 8 U.S,C. 1361. The applicant 
has not net that burden. 

ORDER t T h e  acpeal is dismissed. 


