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DISC088ION: The application was denied by the Director, Nebraska 
Service Center, and is now before the Associate Commissioner for 
~xaminations on appeal, The app~aH will be dismissed, 

The applicant, a native and citizen of Vietnam, seeks to obtain a 
refugee travel document p u r s u a n t  to 8 C.F,W. 22J.Z(b). The director 
denied the application a f t e r  determining that the applicant had 
failed to est8bkish eligibility for the document r eques t ed .  

On appeal, the applicant a marriage license 
issued ts the applicant and n September 4 ,  2001. 
There is no indication on the license that the couple were, in 
fact, married as the certificate portion of the license is not 
signed; and sealed by t h e  issuing authority. There is also no 
indication of the groom's immigration status in the United States, 

The regulation at 8 C,F,R. 223.2jbj ( 2 )  allcws for the approval of 
a refugee travel document if the application (Form 1-131) is filed 
by a person who is in the united S t a t e s  at the time of applicati~n, 
and either h o l d s  valid re fugee  status under s e c t i o n  207 of the A c t ,  
valid asylum ststus under section 2 0 8  of the Act, ar is a permanent  
resident and received such status as a direct r e s u l t  of h i s  or her 
asylum or refugee status. 

The record reflects that the applicant entered the ~nited States as 
a nonimmigrant fiancee. There is no evidence contained in %he 
record $0 establish that she holds valid refugee or a s y l e e  status, 
or that she is a permanent resident as a result of having received 
such s t a t u s .  Absent such evidence, the application may not be 
approved. The appeal will be dismissed. 

The burden  of proof in these proceedings rests solely with the 
applicant. Section 291 of the Act, 8 U , S , C ,  1361, The applicant 
has not m e t  that burden .  

ORDER: The appeal is dismissed, 


