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DISCUSSION: The application was denied by the Director, Nebraska 
Service Center, and is now on appeal before the Administrative 
Appeals Office (AAO) . The appeal will be dismissed. 

The applicant, a native of Mauritania, seeks to obtain a refugee 
travel document pursuant to 8 C.F.R. 5 223.1 (b) . The director 
denied the application after determining that the applicant did not 
establish his eligiblllty for issuance of the requested document. 

The regulation at 8 C.F.R. § 223.2 (b) (2) allows for the approval of 
a refugee travel document if the application (Form 1-131) is filed 
by a person who is in the United States at the time of application, 
and either holds valid refugee status under section 207 of the Act, 
val-id asylum status under section 208 of the Act, or is a permanent 
resident and received such status as a direct result of his or her 
asylum or refugee status. 

In his decision, the director notes that an immigration judge 
denied the applicant's asylum request on March 6, 1998. On April 1, 
1998, he filed an appeal of the immigration judgers decision, and 
on April 30, 2002, the appeal was denied and an order of removal 
was issued to the applicant. 

The reasons for the applicant's appeal are unclear. In support of 
the appeal, he submits a translation of a letter from his uncle in 
Senegal indicating that his presence is required overseas to take 
care of eight cows and five sheep that the his wishes to give to 
him. However, the applicant also indicates on the Form I-290B, 
Notlce of Appeal, that he must remain in the United States for 
medical treatment because he receives kidney dialysis three time 
per week. 

The record of proceeding, as it is presently constituted, contains 
no evidence that the applicant holds valid refugee status, asylum 
status, or that he is a permanent resident as a direct result of 
such status. Absent such evidence, the application may not be 
approved. The appeal will, therefore, be dismissed. 

The burden of proof in these proceedings rests solely with the 
applicant. Section 291 of the Act, 8 U.S.C. § 1361. The applicant 
has not met that burden. 

ORDER: The appeal is dismissed. 


