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DISCUSSION: The application for permanent resident status under
the Legal Immigration Family Equity (LIFE) Act was denied by the

Director, National Benefits Center, and 1is now before the
Administrative Appeals Office on appeal. The appeal will be
dismissed.

The director concluded the applicant nad not established that he
had - applied for class membership 1in any of the requisite
1ega1ization clags-action lawsuits prior to October 1, 2000 and,
therefore, denied the application.

On appeal, counsel states that insufficient weight was given to the

evidence. According to counsel, evidence that had been submitted
to prove continuous residence was erroneously classified as proof
of the €SS claim. Counsel also claims that a brief would be
submitted within 30 days covering these discrepancies. Neither

counsel or the applicant has provided a prief or any additional
documentation in support of the appeal.

An applicant for permanent resident status under the LIFE Act must
establish that pefore October 1, 2000, he or she filed a written
claim with the Attorney General for class membership in any of the
following legalization class-action lawsuits: Catholic Social
Services, Inc. v. Meese, vacated sub nom. Reno V. Catholic Social
services, Inc., 509 U.S. 43 (1993), League of United Latin American
Ccitizens v. INS, vacated sub nom. Reno V. catholic Social Services,
Inc., 509 U.S. 43 (1993), or gambrano v. INS, vacated sub nom.
Immigration and Naturalization Service v. Zambrano, 509 U.s. 918
(1993) .

Bureau regulations provide an illustrative list of documents that
an applicant may submit to establish that he or she filed a written
claim for membership pefore October 1, 2000. The regulations also
permit the submission of "l[alny other relevant document (s) . " 8
C.F.R. § 245a.14(g9). :

In support of his LIFE application, the applicant provided evidence
pertaining to his Form I-700 Application for Temporary Resident
Status as a Special Agricultural Worker which had been filed 1in
1988. That did not constitute the filing of a claim for class
membership. The applicant also submitted a photocopy of a
Legalization Front -Desking Questionnaire signed and dated on
November 25, 2000 and received by the Bureau’s Vermont Service
Center on December 15, 2000. Pursuant to the above, an alien would
have to demonstrate that he or she had filed a written claim for
class membership prior to October 1, 2000.

on rebuttal to a letter of intent to deny, the applicant provided
a chart listing all of his previous applications and claims with
the Bureau. Included on the chart is an item identified as "CSS V.
Reno Front Desking Claim I.N.S. Denver, CO" dated October 25, 1998.



However, there is nothing in the applicant’s file or Bureau records
that establishes any type of written claim to CSS, LULAC or
zambrano membership was made on that or any other date. All other
applications, claims and corresponding dates listed on the chart
pertain to the applicant’s Form I-700. As discussed above,
documentation relating to that action does not establish a written

claim to class membership.

Given the applicant’s failure to submit documentation indicating
his having filed a timely written claim for class membership, he is
ineligible for permanent residence under section 1104 of the LIFE
Act.

ORDER: The appeal is dismissed. This decision constitutes a
final notice of ineligibility.



