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DISCUSSION: The application for permanent resident status under the Legal Immigration Family Equity
(LIFE) Act was denied by the District Director, Los Angeles, California, and is now before the
Administrative Appeals Office on appeal. The appeal will be dismissed.

The district director denied the application because the applicant had not demonstrated that he had
continuously resided in the United States in an unlawful status since before January 1, 1982 through May 4,
1988.

On appeal, counsel asserts that the applicant has submitted sufficient documentation establishing continuous
residence in the United States from prior to January 1, 1982 through May 4, 1988.

An applicant for permanent resident status must establish entry into the United States before January 1, 1982
and continuous residence in the United States in an unlawful status since such date and through May 4, 1988.
See 8 C.F.R. § 245a.11(b).

An applicant for permanent resident status under section 1104 of the LIFE Act has the burden to establish by
a preponderance of the evidence that he or she has resided in the United States for the requisite periods, is
admissible to the United States and is otherwise eligible for adjustment of status under this section. The
inference to be drawn from the documentation provided shall depend on the extent of the documentation, its
credibility and amenability to verification. 8 C.F.R. § 245a.12(¢).

In an attempt to establish continuous unlawful residence since before January 1, 1982 through May 4, 1988, the
applicant provided affidavits from acquaintances who attested to his residence in the United States since 1981.
The applicant also provided several pay stubs from 1985 through January 1987 and a 1986 Form 1099-MISC.

The record, however, reflects that at the time of his initial interview on August 20, 1992, the applicaflt admitted in
a sworn statement in his native language that he entered the United States in February 1982. As such, the

affidavits attesting to the applicant’s residence prior to February 1982 have no evidentiary weight or probative
value. :

The director, in his Notice of Intent to Deny issued on January 5, 2004, informed the applicant of his sworn
statement; however, neither counsel nor the applicant has addressed this matter.

Given the applicant's inability to meet the statutory requirement of residence in the United States since before
January 1, 1982, the applicant is ineligible for permanent residence under section 1104 of the LIFE Act.

ORDER: The appeal is dismissed. This decision constitutes a final notice of ineligibility.



