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DISCUSSION: The application for permanent resident status under the Legal Immigration Family
Equity (LIFE) Act was denied by the District Director, New York, and is now before the
Administrative Appeals Office (AAO) on appeal. The appeal will be rejected.

The district director denied the application because the applicant failed to demonstrate that she
entered the United States before January 1, 1982, and resided in a continuous unlawful status
through May 4, 1988.

An applicant affected by an adverse decision is entitled to file an appeal on Form I-290B.
8 C.FR. § 245a.20(a)(2). The applicant may be represented by an attorney or representative in
accordance with 8 C.F.R. § 292. 8 C.F.R. § 103.3(a)(1)(iii)(B). The person acting in a representative
capacity must be “authorized and qualified to represent,” and a notice of appearance must be signed by
the applicant to authorize representation in order for the appearance to be recognized by the U.S.
Citizenship and Immigration Services (CIS). 8 C.F.R. §292.4.

In this case the Form I-290B is not signed by the applicant, but rather b- of
, as a representative on behalf of the applicant. Neither nor
are authorized representatives. As the appeal has not been signed and filed by the

a

pplicant or by any authorized representative, the appeal is deficient and has not been properly filed.
The appeal, therefore, must be rejected.

ORDER: The appeal is rejected.



