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DISCUSSION: The application was denied by the Director, California Service Center, and is now before the
Administrative Appeals Office (AAO) on appeal. The appeal will be dismissed.

The director denied the application because the applicant failed to establish that he is a national of a foreign
state designated by the Attorney General and eligible for the granting of Temporary Protected Status (TPS)
under section 244 of the Immigration and Nationality Act (the Act), 8 U.S.C. § 1254.

The record reflects that the applicant is a citizen and national of Guatemala.

On appeal, the applicant states that he applied for asylum eleven years ago, but never received a response
from the Immigration and Nationalization Service, now Citizenship and Immigration Services (CIS). The
applicant further states that he applied for Temporary Protected Status in desperation because he never
received a decision on his asylum application.  Finally, he states that he has been an honest, hard-working
resident in the United States, and he fears he would be unable to freely practice his religion if he were to be
deported to El Salvador. B

Section 244(c) of the Act, and the related regulations in 8 C.F.R. § 244.2(a), provide that an applicant is
eligible for temporary protected status only if such alien establishes that he or she:

Is a national of a foreign state designated under section 244(b) of the Act;....
As a citizen and national of Guatemala, the applicant is ineligible for the provisions of section 244 of the Act.
An alien applying for temporary protected status has the burden of proving that he or she meets the
requirements enumerated above and is otherwise eligible under the provisions of section 244 of the Act. The

applicant has failed to meet this burden.

ORDER: The appeal is dismissed.



