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Britain, Archibald M. Willard presented his painting, Spirit of ‘76, at

the U.S. Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia, PA. The painting
depicts three generations of Americans fighting for their new nation’s
freedom, one of whom is marching along though slightly wounded in
battle. Willard’s powerful portrayal of the strength and determination of
the American people in the face of overwhelming odds inspired millions.
The painting quickly became one of the most popular patriotic images in
American history. This depiction of courage and character still resonates
today as the Spirit of 76 lives on in our newest Americans.

In 1876, to commemorate 100 years of independence from Great

“Spirit of ‘76" (1876) by Archibald M. Willard.

Courtesy of the National Archives, NARA File # 148-GW-1209
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TODAY YOU ARE A CITIZEN OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—
becoming “a peer of kings” as President Calvin Coolidge once said. This
occasion is a defining moment that should not soon be forgotten, for it
marks the beginning of a new era in your lifetime as a U.S. citizen.
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Naturalized citizens are an important part of our great democracy, bring-
ing a wealth of talent, ability, and character to this Nation. Your fellow
citizens recognize the sacrifices you have made to reach this milestone
and with open arms we welcome you. The United States offers an abun-
dance of freedom and opportunity for all its citizens and we wish you all
the best along the way.

As you will read in this booklet, The Citizen’s Almanac, naturalized citizens
have played an important role in shaping this country. From Alexander
Hamilton to Albert Einstein, foreign-born Americans have contributed
to all aspects of society—literature, motion pictures, public service, and
athletics, to name just a few. As a citizen of the United States, it is now
your turn to add to this great legacy.

For more than 200 years, we have been bound by the principles and
ideals expressed in our founding documents, but it is up to citizens
like you to carry on this legacy for future generations.

Upon taking he Oath of Allegiance, you claimed for yourself the God-
given unalienable rights that the Declaration of Independence sets forth
as a natural right to all people.You also made a commitment to this
country and were therefore awarded its highest privilege—U.S. citizen-
ship; but great responsibilities accompany this privilege. You now have
certain rights and responsibilities that you must exercise in order to



maintain our system of government. By becoming an active and partici-
patory citizen, you further strengthen the foundation of our Nation.

The United States of America is now your country and The Citizen's Almanac
contains information on the history, people, and events that have brought
us where we are today as a beacon of hope and freedom to the world. We
hope the contents of this booklet will serve as a constant reminder of the
important rights and responsibilities you now have as a U.S. citizen. By
continuing to learn about your new country, its founding ideals, achieve-
ments, and history, you will enjoy the fruits of responsible citizenship
for years to come. Through your efforts, the freedom and liberty of
future generations will be preserved and ensured.

May you find fulfillment and success in all your endeavors as a citizen of
this great Nation. Congratulations and welcome. May the United States of
America provide you peace, opportunity, and security.
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eginning early in our
Nation’s history, citizens
have used songs, poems,

and symbols to express the ideals
and values of the United States.
From solemn oaths, such as the
Pledge of Allegiance and the Oath
of Allegiance, which one must
take to become a citizen, to the
more informal tradition of singing
“The Star-Spangled Banner” before
sporting events, spoken expres-
sions have always been an impor-
tant part of American civic life. As
you will learn in this section, these
songs and poems often came from
a writer’s personal interpretation
of America’s ideals, as with the
story of Emma Lazarus and “The
New Colossus.”
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The values and history of the
United States are also expressed
through visual symbols, such as
the Great Seal of the United States
and the Flag of the United States of
America. Around the world, these
two emblems are used to symbol-
ize our solidarity as a nation. As

a U.S. citizen, you can take pride
in these symbols and the fact

that they represent you and your
country. The following section will
introduce you to the history and
meaning behind some of our most
important patriotic anthems and
symbols.
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€¢ he Star-Spangled Banner” 1812. Key, a lawyer and amateur
is the national anthem poet, had been sent to Baltimore,
of the United States. It Maryland, to secure the release of

was written by Francis Scott Key Dr. William Beanes, an American

after a critical battle in the War of ~ taken prisoner by the British.

“The Star-Spangled Banner,” the flag that inspired the national anthem.

Courtesy of the National Museum of American History, Smithsonian Institution
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Boarding a British
ship for the
negotiations,

Key was treated
with respect by the
British officers who
agreed to release Dr.
Beanes. Although
the mission was
completed, the
British were about to
attack Fort McHenry,
the American fort
guarding Baltimore,
and so they did not
allow the Americans
to return to shore.
For twenty-five
hours, British



In “The Star Spangled Banner,” a painting by Percy Moran, Francis Scott Key reaches out towards the

ﬂ(lg ﬂymg over Fort MCHeIlry. Courtesy of the Library of Congress, LC-USZ62-1764

gunboats shelled Fort McHenry. American flag that he began a
The Americans withstood the poem to commemorate the oc-
attack, and on the morning of casion. He wrote the poem to be
September 14, 1814, Key peered sung to the popular British song,
through clearing smoke to see an “To Anacreon in Heaven.”

enormous American flag waving The significance and popular-

proudly above the fort. Key was ity of the song spread across the

so inspired by this sight of the

77



United States. In 1916, President “The Star-Spangled Banner”
Woodrow Wilson ordered that became the official national

the song be played at military anthem of the United States.
and naval occasions. In 1931,
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The Star-Spangled Banner
O, say, can you see, by the dawn’s early light,
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming?
Whose broad stripes and bright stars, thro’ the perilous fight;
O’er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming.
And the rockets red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there.
O, say, does that star-spangled banner yet wave

O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?

qS-Sb)
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merica the Beautiful”
was written in 1893 by
Katharine Lee Bates, a

professor of English literature at

Wellesley College in Massachusetts.

Bates wrote the lyrics while on a

trip to Colorado Springs, Colorado.

Describing the extraordinary
view at the top of Pike’s Peak she
said, “It was then and there, as I
was looking out over the sea-like
expanse of fertile country spread-
ing away so far under those ample
skies, that the opening lines of the
hymn floated into my mind.”

On July 4, 1895,
“America the
Beautiful” first ap-
peared in print in

the Congregationalist, a
weekly journal. A few
months later, the lyrics
were set to music by
Silas G. Pratt. Bates

The view from Pike’s Peak,
which inspired the writing of
“America the Beautiful”

Courtesy of the Library of Congress,
LC-DIG-stereo-1501262

7 (7895)

revised the lyrics in 1904 after
receiving many requests to use the
song in publications and special
services. In 1913, Bates made an
additional change to the wording
of the third verse, creating the
version we know today.

For several years, “America the
Beautiful” was sung to just about
any popular or folk tune that
would fit with the lyrics. In 1926,
the National Federation of Music

Clubs held a contest to put the

Vés



poem to music, but failed to select ~ Beautiful” is sung to Samuel A.
a winner. Today, “America the Ward’s 1882 melody “Materna.”
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America the Beautiful

O beautiful for spacious skies,
For amber waves of grain,
For purple mountain majesties
Above the fruited plain.
America! America! God shed His grace on thee,
And crown thy good with brotherhood
From sea to shining sea.

O beautiful for pilgrim feet,
Whose stern impassiond stress
A thoroughfare for freedom beat
Across the wilderness.
America! America! God mend thine ev'ry flaw,
Confirm thy soul in self-control,
Thy liberty in law.

O beautiful for heroes provid
In liberating strife,

Who more than self their country loved,
And mercy more than life.
America! America! May God thy gold refine
Till all success be nobleness,

And ev’ry gain divine.

O beautiful for patriot dream
That sees beyond the years.

Thine alabaster cities gleam,
Undimmed by human tears.
America! America! God shed his grace on thee,
And crown thy good with brotherhood
From sea to shining sea.

V4



%J(A%., MArneiia
" by Siing B (7755)

rving Berlin, a Russian E— = _" iy
Iimmigrant who became a N\

naturalized U.S. citizen in - ' "
1918, wrote the song “God Bless
America” while serving in the
U.S. Army. Originally composed
for a musical revue, Berlin made
a few slight alterations to the Boy and Girl Scouts march in an Armistice Day
lyrics and introduced the song parade, 1940. Coursy of the LOC, LC-USF33-020711-M1
in 1938. Singer Kate Smith sang
the song for the first time to a established the God Bless America
national audience during her radio  Fund with which he dedicated the
broadcast on November 11, 1938,  royalties from the song to the Boy

in honor of Armistice Day (now and Girl Scouts of America. “God
Veterans Day). The song became Bless America” is recognized today
popular almost immediately, and as America’s unofficial national
soon after its introduction, Berlin anthem.
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God Bless America

While the storm clouds gather far across the seq,
Let us swear allegiance to a land that’s free,
Let us all be grateful for a land so fair,

As we raise our voices in a solemn prayer.

God Bless America.
Land that I love.

Stand beside her, and guide her
Thru the night with a light from above.
From the mountains, to the prairies,
To the oceans, white with foam
God Bless America.

My home sweet home.

ex
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alt Whitman, who Island, New York. He taught until

lived from 1819 to 1841 when he decided to begin

1892, is one of the a full-time career in journalism.
most influential and beloved of Whitman established the Long-
American poets. As a young man, Islander, a weekly newspaper in
Whitman worked as a teacher New York, and often edited other
in one-room schools on Long newspapers in the surrounding

area. He also spent
time in New Orleans,
Louisiana, and
Washington, DC. By
traveling to different
cities in the United
States, Whitman

was exposed to how
Americans lived in

a variety of places.
These experiences
provided inspira-
tion for some of
Whitman's famous
poems about his
fellow countrymen,
including “I Hear
America Singing.”

This poem was in-
cluded in Whitman'’s

Walt Whitman.

Courtesy of the Library of Congress, LC-DIG-ppmsca-07549
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most cherished work, the po- nearly four hundred poems by

etry collection, Leaves of Grass. the time the final edition was
Throughout his life, Whitman published in 1891. “I Hear
produced several editions of Leaves America Singing,” a celebration

of Grass, a varied collection that be-  of the American people, was added

gan with only twelve poems in the  to the collection in 1860.
1855 first edition and contained
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I Hear America Singing
I hear America singing, the varied carols I hear,
Those of mechanics, each one singing his as it should be blithe and strong,
The carpenter singing his as he measures his plank or beam,
The mason singing his as he makes ready for work, or leaves off work,

The boatman singing what belongs to him in his boat, the deckhand

singing on the steamboat deck,
The shoemaker singing as he sits on his bench, the hatter singing as he stands,

The wood-cutter’s song, the ploughboy’s on his way in the morning, or

at noon intermission or at sundown,

The delicious singing of the mother, or of the young wife at work, or of the girl sewing

or washing,
Each singing what belongs to him or her and to none else,

The day what belongs to the day—at night the party of young fellows,
robust, friendly,

Singing with open mouths their strong melodious songs.

R
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alph Waldo Emerson was a

celebrated American

author, poet, philosopher,
and public speaker. He became
the leader of a famous intellectual
movement known as transcenden-
talism. Emerson had strong ties to
the beginning of America’s fight
for independence. His grandfather
was present at the opening battle
of the American Revolution, the
Battle of Lexington and Concord,
in Massachusetts on April 19,
1775. His family home was also
located next to the battlefield site.

78

The Obelisk at the battlefield in Concord, MA
(ca.1900).

Courtesy of the Library of Congress, LC-D4-11872

“Concord Hymn” was written
originally as a song for the dedica-
tion of the Obelisk, a monument
commemorating the valiant effort
of those who fought in the Battle
of Lexington and Concord. The
gunshot which began this battle
is considered the beginning of
America’s fight for independence,
and is referred to by Emerson as
“the shot heard round the world.”
This phrase has since become
famous and is often used in
discussions of the American
Revolution.

Ralph Waldo Emerson.

Courtesy of the Library of Congress, LC-USZ61-279
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Concord Hymn

By the rude bridge that arched the flood,
Their flag to April’s breeze unfurled,
Here once the embattled farmers stood,
And fired the shot heard round the world.

The foe long since in silence slept;
Alike the conqueror silent sleeps;
And Time the ruined bridge has swept
Down the dark stream which seaward creeps.

On this green bank, by this soft stream,
We set to-day a votive stone;
That memory may their deed redeem,
When, like our sires, our sons are gone.

Spirit, that made those heroes dare
To die, and leave their children free,
Bid Time and Nature gently spare
The shaft we raise to them and thee.

79
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s part of an auction held
in 1883 to raise funds for
a pedestal to be placed be-

neath the Statue of Liberty, which
was a gift to America from France
as part of the centennial celebra-
tion of 1876, Emma Lazarus
wrote “The New Colossus.” Her
poem spoke to the millions of

immigrants who came to America
in search of freedom and oppor-
tunity. She saw the new statue as a
symbol of hope and an inspiration
to the world. In 1902, the poem Cleveland’s arrival at the ceremony.
was engraved on a bronze plaque Coutesy of the Libtary of Congess, LC-USZ62- 198694
at the base of the Statue of Liberty.

Inauguration of the Statue of Liberty in 1886,

partly clouded by smoke from a military
and naval salute marking President Grover

@A I\W @ W @ W @ O
The New Colossus

Not like the brazen giant of Greek fame,
With conquering limbs astride from land to land;
Here at our sea-washed, sunset gates shall stand
A mighty woman with a torch, whose flame
Is the imprisoned lightning, and her name
Mother of Exiles. From her beacon-hand
Glows world-wide welcome; her mild eyes command
The air-bridged harbor that twin cities frame.
“Keep, ancient lands, your storied pomp!” cries she
With silent lips. “Give me your tired, your poor,
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me,

I lift my lamp beside the golden door!”

2o
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s America fought for
its independence from
Great Britain, it soon

became evident that the new
nation needed a flag of its own to
identify American forts and ships.

The flag that was authorized by Congress on June
14,1777.

A design of thirteen alternating
red and white stripes and thirteen
stars in a blue field was accepted
by the Continental Congress on
June 14, 1777. These stars and
stripes honored the thirteen states
that had joined together to form
the United States of America.

As the United States expanded,
however, more states were added
to the Union. To celebrate the
Nation’s growth, Congress
decided that the flag should be-

come a visible symbol of change
and established that the American
flag would have one star for every
state. The design of the American
flag has changed twenty-seven
times, and since 1959 it has had
fifty stars and thirteen stripes.

The American flag is called
the “Star-Spangled Banner,”
the “Stars and Stripes,” the
“Red, White, and Blue,” and

The U.S. flag today.

“Old Glory.” To emphasize the
importance of the American flag
to the Nation and its people,
Congress established June 14

of each year as Flag Day. On

this day, Americans take special
notice of the flag and reflect on its
meaning.

27



he Pledge of Allegiance
was first published on
September 8, 1892, in
the Youth’s Companion magazine. The
original pledge read as follows,
“I pledge allegiance to my Flag
and the Republic for which it
stands: one Nation indivisible,
with Liberty and Justice for all.”
Children in public schools across
the country recited the pledge
for the first time on October 12,
1892, as part of official Columbus

g
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Students recite the Pledge of Allegiance in a
Washington, DC, classroom (ca. 1899).

Courtesy of the Library of Congress, LC-USZ62-14693

Citizens of Vale, OR, take off their hats during the Pledge of Allegiance on July 4, 1941.

Courtesy of the Library of Congress, LC-USF33-013070-M2

22



Day observances to celebrate the
400th anniversary of his discovery
of America.

In 1942, by an official act,
Congress recognized the pledge.
The phrase “under God” was add-
ed to the pledge by another act of
Congress on June 14, 1954. Upon
signing the legislation to authorize
the addition, President Dwight D.
Eisenhower said, “In this way we
are reaffirming the transcendence
of religious faith in America’s
heritage and future; in this way we
shall constantly strengthen those

spiritual weapons which forever
will be our country’s most power-
ful resource in peace and war.”

When delivering the Pledge of
Allegiance, all must be standing

at attention, facing the flag with
the right hand over the heart. Men
not in uniform should remove any
nonreligious headdress with their
right hand and hold it at the left
shoulder, the hand being over the
heart. Those in uniform should
remain silent, face the flag, and
render the military salute.

@3 I @ W @ W @ O

Pledge of Allegiance

I pledge allegiance
to the Flag
of the United States of America
and to the Republic
for which it stands,

one Nation,
under God,
indivisible,
with liberty
and justice for all.



n July 4,
1776, the
Continental
Congress appoint-
ed a committee
to create a
seal for the
United States
of America.
Following
the appoint-
ment of two
additional
committees,
each building
upon the other, the
Great Seal was final-
ized and approved on
June 20, 1782.

The Great Seal has two sides—an
obverse, or front side, and a
reverse side. The obverse side
displays a bald eagle, the national
bird, in the center. The bald eagle
holds a scroll inscribed E pluribus
unum in its beak. The phrase means
“out of many, one” in Latin and
signifies one nation that was
created from thirteen separate
colonies. In one of the eagle’s
claws is an olive branch and in
the other is a bundle of thirteen

27

Obverse side of the Great Seal of the
United States. Courtesy of the U.S. Department of State

arrows. The olive branch signifies
peace and the arrows signify war.

A shield with thirteen red and
white stripes covers the eagle’s
breast. The eagle alone sup-

ports the shield to signify that
Americans should rely on their
own virtue and not that of other
nations. The red and white stripes
of the shield represent the states



united under and supporting the which form a constellation. The

blue, representing the President constellation represents the fact

and Congress. The color red that the new Nation is taking its
place among the sovereign powers.

The reverse side contains
a thirteen-step pyra-
mid with the year
1776 in Roman
numerals at its
base. Above
the pyramid
is the Eye of
Providence
and the motto
Annuit Coeptis,
meaning “He
[God] favors
our undertak-
ings.” Below the
pyramid, Novus Ordo
Seclorum, meaning
“New Order of the Ages,”
is written on a scroll to signify
the beginning of the new
American era.

Reverse side of the Great Seal of the
United States. Courtesy of the U.S. Department of State

signifies valor and bravery, the
color white signifies purity and
innocence, and the color blue
signifies vigilance, perseverance,
and justice. Above the eagle’s head
is a cloud that surrounds a blue
field containing thirteen stars,

The obverse side of the Great Seal
is used on postage stamps, military
uniforms, U.S. passports, and
above the doors of U.S. embassies
worldwide. Both sides are present
on the one dollar bill.
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n July 30, 1956,

President Dwight D.

Eisenhower approved
a Joint Resolution of the 84th
Congress officially establishing
the phrase, “In God We Trust,” as
the national motto of the United
States. “In God We Trust” replaced
the phrase, E Pluribus Unum, which
had been selected as the Nation’s
official motto in 1776.

The motto, “In God We Trust,”

can be traced back nearly 200
years in U.S. history. During the
War of 1812, as the morning light
revealed that the American flag was
still waving above Fort McHenry,
Francis Scott Key wrote the poem
that would eventually become our
national anthem. The final stanza
of the poem read, “And this be
our motto: ‘In God is our trust!””

In 1864, the phrase was changed
to “In God We Trust” and included
on the redesigned two-cent coin.
The following year, Congress

President Lyndon B. Johnson delivering his State
of the Union address before a joint session of
Congress, January 8, 1964. Engraved above the
Speaker’s dais is the motto “In God We Trust.”

Courtesy of the Lyndon Baines Johnson Library and Museum

Z6
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authorized the Director of the
Philadelphia Mint to place the
motto on all gold and silver coins.
The motto began appearing on all
U. S. coins in 1938. “In God We
Trust” became a part of the design
of U. S. currency (paper money)
in 1957.The Bureau of Engraving
and Printing has incorporated the
motto on all currency since 1963.

“In God We Trust” is also engraved
on the wall above the Speaker’s
dais in the Chamber of the House
of Representatives and over the
entrance to the Chamber of the

Senate.
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eople in the United States speeches are also famous for
P greatly value their cur- referring to America, with its

rent and historical leaders. values and democratic system,
Following our democratic tradi- as an important example for the

tion, these leaders are remembered  rest of the world.
not only for their actions, but also
for their speeches and proclama-
tions to the American people.
Beginning with President George
Washington’s call for unity in his
1796 Farewell Address, American
leaders often emphasized similar
themes when addressing the

Much later, Presidents Franklin
D. Roosevelt and John F. Kennedy
called upon these same ideas in
important speeches during times
of crisis, and President Ronald
Reagan was clearly inspired by
these principles in his call for
freedom around the world dur-

Nation. ing the Cold War. In this section,
President Abraham Lincoln you will also read about a leader
perhaps best expressed the concept ~ who, rather than looking outside
of unity and a common civic our borders, called on America
identity during the American Civil  itself to live up to its promise as
War, when our Nation’s unity a land of liberty and equality.

was severely threatened. Lincoln’s

* Qe 225 Qe 2250 Qe 2250 Qe 2250 Qe Y %
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fter leading the
Continental army to
victory over the British

during the American Revolution,
George Washington was the
obvious choice to become the

first president of the United States.

Known as the “Father of Our
Country,” Washington performed
honorably during his two terms
as president in helping form the
new government and guiding the
young country through several
foreign and domestic crises. Early
in the year 1796, Washington
decided not to seek reelection for
a third time and began drafting a
farewell address to the American
people.

With the help of Treasury
Secretary Alexander Hamilton,
Washington
completed

his farewell
address and the
final version

“Washington
Crossing the
Delaware,” by
Emanuel Leutze.

Courtesy of the National Archives,
NARA File # 066-G-15D-25
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was printed in Philadelphia’s
American Daily Advertiser on
September 19, 1796. Washington
was concerned that increasing
geographical sectionalism and the
rise of political factions would
threaten the stability of the eight-
year-old Constitution and he used
his address to urge Americans to
unite for the long-term success of
the Nation. He called for a dis-
tinctly “American character” that
concentrated on the good of the
country and would avoid poten-
tially troublesome alliances with
foreign nations.

On February 22, 1862, when
America was engulfed in the
Civil War, both houses of the U.S.
Congress agreed to assemble and
read aloud Washington's Farewell




Address. This practice was later
revived and performed annually
by both houses of Congress. Since
1893, the U.S. Senate has observed
our first president’s birthday by
selecting one of its members to
read aloud Washington's Farewell
Address from the Senate floor.

“George Washington at Princeton,”
by Charles Willson Peale.

Courtesy of the Library of Congress, LC-USZ62-96753

| e i \ gl TIM\\ W m\\ T m\\ T m\ Y

ExcerpTS

...Citizens, by birth or choice, of a common country, that country has a right to con-
centrate your affections. The name of American, which belongs to you in your national
capacity, must always exalt the just pride of patriotism, more than any appellation
derived from local discriminations. With slight shades of difference, you have the same
religion, manners, habits and political principles. You have in a common cause, fought
and triumphed together; the independence and liberty you possess are the work of joint
councils and joint efforts, of common dangers, sufferings, and successes. ....

It is substantially true, that virtue or morality is a necessary spring of popular govern-
ment. The rule, indeed, extends with more or less force to every species of free govern-
ment. Who that is a sincere friend to it can look with indifference upon attempts to
shake the foundation of the fabric?

Promote, then, as an object of primary importance, institutions for the general diffu-
sion of knowledge. In proportion as the structure of a government gives force to public
opinion, it is essential that the public opinion should be enlightened.
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braham Lincoln was sworn
in as the 16th president of
the United States on March

4, 1861.This was a difficult time
in our Nation's history. The issues
of how much control the federal
government should have over

the states and whether to permit
slavery in the newly acquired
western territories divided the
Union. In December 1860,
shortly after Lincoln’s election was
declared final, the state of South
Carolina seceded from the Union.
By February 1861, six additional
states seceded and formed the
Confederate States of America un-
der provisional president Jefferson
Davis.

In an effort to calm the fears of
the Southern states, Lincoln turned
to four historic documents when
preparing his inaugural remarks.
Each of these references were
concerned with states’ rights:
Daniel Webster’s 1830 reply

to Robert Y. Hayne; President
Andrew Jackson’s Nullification
Proclamation of 1832; Henry

J0

Clay’s compromise speech of
1850; and the Constitution of the
United States. Lincoln believed that
secession was illegal, and as chief
executive, it was his responsibility
to preserve the Union. The result-
ing speech was a message of unity
to a troubled nation.

President Abraham Lincoln.
Courtesy of the National Archives, NARA File # 111-B-3656



Inauguration of President Abraham Lincoln on the steps of the U.S. Capitol, March 4, 1861.

Courtesy of the Library of Congress, LC-USZ62-48090
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ExcErPTS

...By the frame of the government under which we live, this same people have wisely
given their public servants but little power for mischief; and have, with equal wisdom,
provided for the return of that little to their own hands at very short intervals. While

the people retain their virtue and vigilance, no administration, by any extreme of

57



wickedness or folly, can very seriously injure the government in the short space of four
years....

I am loath to close. We are not enemies, but friends. We must not be enemies. Though
passion may have strained, it must not break our bonds of affection. The mystic chords
of memory, stretching from every battle-field, and patriot grave, to every living heart

and hearth-stone, all over this broad land, will yet swell the chorus of the Union, when

again touched, as surely they will be, by the better angels of our nature.
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onsidered one of the most
important speeches in
American history, Abraham

Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address
successfully expressed the prin-
ciples of liberty and equality that
the United States was founded
upon and proudly honored those
that fought and perished for the
survival of the Union. During
his remarks, he spoke of “a new
birth of freedom” for the Nation.
Lincoln delivered this speech at
the dedication of the Soldiers’
National Cemetery at Gettysburg

on November 19, 1863.The entire
speech lasted just two minutes.

The Battle of Gettysburg took
place July 1-3, 1863, in the rural
town of Gettysburg, Pennsylvania,
roughly 50 miles northwest of
Baltimore, Maryland. Confederate
forces, led by General Robert E.
Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia
invaded Union territory, seeking
to take the war out of Virginia and
put the Union army in a vulner-
able defensive position. General
Lee’s soldiers fought the Union’s

Crowd at Gettysburg, November 19, 1863. President Abraham Lincoln in center.
Courtesy of the National Archives, NARA File # 111-B-4975



Army of the Potomac under the battles to date. Confederate forces

command of General George C. retreated back to Virginia on the
Meade. When the fighting ended night of July 4, 1863, and the

on July 3, the two sides suffered Battle of Gettysburg is considered
more than 45,000 casualties, by most scholars to be the turning
making it one of the bloodiest point in the American Civil War.
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GETTYSBURG ADDRESS

Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent, a new nation,

conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal.

Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or any nation so
conceived and so dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a great battle-field of that
war. We have come to dedicate a portion of that field, as a final resting place for those
who here gave their lives that the nation might live. It is altogether fitting and proper
that we should do this.

But, in a larger sense, we can not dedicate—we can not consecrate—we can not
hallow—this ground. The brave men, living and dead, who struggled here, have conse-
crated it, far above our poor power to add or detract. The world will little note, nor long
remember what we say here, but it can never forget what they did here. It is for us the
living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who fought here
have thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task
remaining before us—that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that
cause for which they gave the last full measure of devotion—that we here highly resolve
that these dead shall not have died in vain—that this nation, under God, shall have a
new birth of freedom—and that government of the people, by the people, for the people,

shall not perish from the earth.
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n January 1941, as

much of Europe

had fallen victim to
the advancing army of
Nazi Germany, Franklin
D. Roosevelt began his
unprecedented third
term as president of
the United States. Great
Britain was finding it
increasingly difficult
to hold off the aggres-
sive German army and
Roosevelt considered
the Germans to be a
significant threat to
U.S. national security.
During his annual State of the
Union address on January 6, 1941,
Roosevelt pledged his support for
Great Britain by continuing aid
and increasing production at war
industries in the United States. By
aiding in the war effort, Roosevelt
explained that the United States
would be protecting the universal
freedoms and liberties to which
all people are entitled, not just
Americans.

In his speech, Roosevelt staunchly
defended democracy around the
world and stated that the United

President Franklin D. Roosevelt.
Courtesy of the Library of Congress, LC-USZ62-117121

States would not be “intimidated
by the threats of dictators.” He
concluded by eloquently de-
scribing “four essential human
freedoms” that the United States
hoped to secure and extend to

all individuals. These universal
freedoms were: freedom of speech
and expression, freedom of every
person to worship God in his own
way, freedom from want, and
freedom from fear.
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President Franklin
D. Roosevelt deliver-
ing his State of

the Union address
before a joint ses-
sion of Congress,
January 6, 1941.

Courtesy of the Library of
Congress, LC-USZ62-78575

In 1943, following America’s entry  Evening Post. The paintings served

into World War II, artist Norman as the centerpiece of an exhibi-
Rockwell captured the idea of tion that toured the United States
these four basic freedoms in a to help raise money for the war
series of paintings published in effort.

the popular magazine, The Saturday
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EXCERPTS

I address you, the Members of the Seventy-seventh Congress, at a moment unprecedent-
ed in the history of the Union. I use the word “unprecedented,” because at no previous
time has American security been as seriously threatened from without as it is today....

As a nation, we may take pride in the fact that we are softhearted; but we cannot afford
to be soft-headed....

Just as our national policy in internal affairs has been based upon a decent respect for
the rights and the dignity of all our fellow men within our gates, so our national policy
in foreign affairs has been based on a decent respect for the rights and dignity of all
nations, large and small. And the justice of morality must and will win in the end....

In the future days, which we seek to make secure, we look forward to a world founded
upon four essential human freedoms.
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The first is freedom of speech and expression—everywhere in the world.

The second is freedom of every person to worship God in his own way—everywhere in
the world.

The third is freedom from want—which, translated into world terms, means economic
understandings which will secure to every nation a healthy peacetime life for its
inhabitants—everywhere in the world.

The fourth is freedom from fear—which, translated into world terms, means a
world-wide reduction of armaments to such a point and in such a thorough fashion
that no nation will be in a position to commit an act of physical aggression against any
neighbor—anywhere in the world.

That is no vision of a distant millennium. It is a definite basis for a kind of world
attainable in our own time and generation. That kind of world is the very antithesis of
the so-called new order of tyranny which the dictators seek to create with the crash of
a bomb.

To that new order we oppose the greater conception—the moral order. A good society
is able to face schemes of world domination and foreign revolutions alike without fear.

Since the beginning of our American history, we have been engaged in change—in a
perpetual peaceful revolution—a revolution which goes on steadily, quietly adjusting
itself to changing conditions—without the concentration camp or the quick-lime in
the ditch. The world order which we seek is the cooperation of free countries, working
together in a friendly, civilized society.

This nation has placed its destiny in the hands and heads and hearts of its millions
of free men and women; and its faith in freedom under the guidance of God. Freedom
means the supremacy of human rights everywhere. Our support goes to those who
struggle to gain those rights or keep them. Our strength is our unity of purpose.

To that high concept there can be no end save victory.
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n 1960, John F Kennedy with the Communist-led Union
defeated Richard M. Nixon of Soviet Socialist Republics was
to become the 35th president ~ becoming increasingly volatile

of the United States. A World War around the world. From Germany

IT hero and former representative to Cuba to Southeast Asia, tension
and senator from Massachusetts, between U.S.-supported forces and
Kennedy and his young family Soviet-supported forces threatened
brought an optimistic, youthful to unleash a devastating nuclear
spirit to the White House. At the exchange.

time, America’s Cold War struggle
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by

President John E Kennedy delivering his inaugural address, January 20, 1961.

Courtesy of the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum
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On January 20, 1961, Kennedy
delivered his inaugural address
on the steps of the U.S. Capitol in
Washington, DC. His remarks fo-

cused on the critical foreign policy

issues of the time. In stating that
the United States would “pay any
price, bear any burden,” he was
signaling American resolve to sup-
port the forces of freedom in the
face of the Communist challenge.
Kennedy, however, also presented
an alternate vision, calling on the
Soviets and Americans to pursue
arms control, negotiations, and
the “struggle against the common
enemies of man: tyranny, poverty,
disease and war itself.”

As a young president, Kennedy
saw himself as part of a “new gen-
eration of Americans,” and he was
not afraid to ask his generation to
work toward a better world. In the
most famous part of the speech,

President John F. Kennedy.

Courtesy of the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum

Kennedy challenged Americans

to move beyond self-interest and
work for their country, saying
“Ask not what your country can
do for you—ask what you can do
for your country.”
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ExcerpTS

We observe today not a victory of party but a celebration of freedom—symbolizing an

end as well as a beginning—signifying renewal as well as change. For I have sworn

before you and Almighty God the same solemn oath our forbears prescribed nearly a

century and three-quarters ago.

The world is very different now. For man holds in his mortal hands the power to abolish

all forms of human poverty and all forms of human life. And yet the same revolution-

ary beliefs for which our forebears fought are still at issue around the globe—the belief



that the rights of man come not from the generosity of the state but from the hand
of God.

We dare not forget today that we are the heirs of that first revolution. Let the word go
forth from this time and place, to friend and foe alike, that the torch has been passed
to a new generation of Americans—born in this century, tempered by war, disciplined
by a hard and bitter peace, proud of our ancient heritage—and unwilling to witness or
permit the slow undoing of those human rights to which this nation has always been
committed, and to which we are committed today at home and around the world.

Let every nation know, whether it wishes us well or ill, that we shall pay any price, bear
any burden, meet any hardship, support any friend, oppose any foe to assure the survival
and the success of liberty....

In the long history of the world, only a few generations have been granted the role of
defending freedom in its hour of maximum danger. I do not shrink from this responsi-
bility—TI welcome it. I do not believe that any of us would exchange places with any
other people or any other generation. The energy, the faith, the devotion which we bring
to this endeavor will light our country and all who serve it—and the glow from that
fire can truly light the world.

And so, my fellow Americans: ask not what your country can do for you—ask what
you can do for your country.

My fellow citizens of the world: ask not what America will do for you, but what
together we can do for the freedom of man.

Finally, whether you are citizens of America or citizens of the world, ask of us here

the same high standards of strength and sacrifice which we ask of you. With a good
conscience our only sure reward, with history the final judge of our deeds, let us go forth
to lead the land we love, asking His blessing and His help, but knowing that here on
earth God’s work must truly be our own.
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n August 28, 1963,

nearly 250,000 people

gathered in Washington,
DC, as part of the March on
Washington for Jobs and Freedom.
The demonstrators marched
from the Washington Monument
to the Lincoln Memorial where
individuals from all segments of
society called for civil rights and
equal protection for all citizens,
regardless of color or background.

9¢)

The last speaker of the day was

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., whose
“I Have a Dream” speech encom-
passed the ideals set forth in the
Declaration of Independence “that
all men are created equal.” King’s
message of freedom and democ-
racy for all people, of all races and
backgrounds, is remembered as
the landmark statement of the civil
rights movement in the United
States.
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Demonstrators at the March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom in Washington, DC,
August 28 , 1963. Courtesy of the Library of Congress, LC-DIG-ppmsca-03128
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The following year, Congress employment on the basis of race

passed the Civil Rights Act of or ethnicity illegal. This act was
1964, which prohibited segrega- the most comprehensive civil
tion in public places, provided rights legislation since the re-
for the integration of public construction era following the
schools and facilities, and made American Civil War.
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EXCERPTS

...Isay to you today, my friends, so even though we face the difficulties of today and

tomorrow, I still have a dream. It is a dream deeply rooted in the American dream.

I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its

creed: “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal.”...

I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will

not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character....

This will be the day, this will be the day when all of God’s children will be able to sing
with new meaning: “My country, ‘tis of thee, sweet land of liberty, of thee I sing. Land
where my fathers died, land of the pilgrim’s pride, From every mountainside, let freedom
ring!”...
And when this happens, when we allow freedom ring, when we let it ring from every vil-
lage and every hamlet, from every state and every city, we will be able to speed up that
day when all of God’s children, black men and white men, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants
and Catholics, will be able to join hands and sing in the words of the old Negro spiritual:

“Free at last! Free at last! Thank God Almighty, we are free at last!”
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n June 12, 1987,
President Ronald Reagan
delivered a formal ad-

dress to the people of West Berlin
in front of the Brandenburg Gate,
a once proud symbol of German
unity. At the time, a wall sur-
rounding West Berlin separated
the city from East Berlin and
other areas of East Germany.

The barrier, known as the Berlin
Wall, was heavily guarded and
East Germany’s Communist

government did not allow its
people access to West Berlin. The
Berlin Wall was a symbol of the
tyranny that restrained freedom
and individual liberty throughout
the Communist bloc of Eastern
Europe.

Because of the gate’s proximity to
East Berlin, Reagan’s speech could
be heard on the Eastern side of
the wall as well. In his remarks,
he spoke of the increasing divide

President Ronald Reagan delivering his address at the Brandenburg Gate in West Betlin, June 12, 1987.

Courtesy of the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library
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between the freedom and
prosperity of the West and the
political slavery of Communist
Eastern Europe, dominated at
the time by the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics. Reagan imag-
ined a world in which East and
West were united in freedom
rather than oppression. He be-
lieved that ultimately totalitarian-
ism and oppression could not
suppress the freedoms that are

entitled to all individuals. Reagan’s
direct challenge to Soviet leader
Mikhail Gorbacheyv, saying “If you
seek peace, if you seek prosperity
for the Soviet Union and Eastern
Europe, if you seek liberaliza-
tion...Mr. Gorbacheyv, tear down
this wall!” is considered by many
to have affirmed the dissolution of
the Soviet Union and the end of
the Communist stronghold over
Eastern Europe.
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ExXCERPTS

...Behind me stands a wall that encircles the free sectors of this city, part of a vast

system of barriers that divides the entire continent of Europe. From the Baltic, south,

those barriers cut across Germany in a gash of barbed wire, concrete, dog runs, and

guard towers. Farther south, there may be no visible, no obvious wall. But there remain

armed guards and checkpoints all the same—still a restriction on the right to travel,

still an instrument to impose upon ordinary men and women the will of a totalitarian

state. Yet it is here in Berlin where the wall emerges most clearly; here, cutting across

your city, where the news photo and the television screen have imprinted this brutal

division of a continent upon the mind of the world. Standing before the Brandenburg

Gate, every man is a German, separated from his fellow men. Every man is a Berliner,

forced to look upon a scar....

General Secretary Gorbachev, if you seek peace, if you seek prosperity for the Soviet

Union and Eastern Europe, if you seek liberalization: Come here to this gate! Mr.

Gorbachev, open this gate! Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall!
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system of government is a

mutual agreement between
the people and the government to
ensure that individual liberties are
maintained and continue to pros-
per under a free society. This idea
was established upon the signing
of the Mayflower Compact by
some of America’s first settlers, the
Pilgrims, in 1620.The Declaration
of Independence, signed on July 4,
1776, listed America’s reasons for
independence from Great Britain,
but also further explained the
rights of free people and how they
should live under a responsible

In its most basic form, the U.S.

gover nment.

As it developed into a nation,
based upon the firm foundation

of the Constitution, the United
States government has continued
to adapt in order to live up to its
promise of liberty and equality for
all individuals. The Federalist Papers,
written between 1787 and 1788,
give today’s citizens a remark-

able look into the framing of our
government more than 200 years
ago. Through the Bill of Rights
and seventeen subsequent amend-
ments, the Constitution has been
changed over the years to solidify
America’s promise of liberty for all
its citizens. The following section
introduces you to these, and other
important documents, that have
helped make the United States the
land of opportunity it is today.
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n the late 1500s, several
Ireligious groups in England

wanted to establish a new
church completely independent
from the Church of England.
These individuals were called
“separatists” and were often
persecuted because of their
religious practices and beliefs. One
of these groups became known as
the Pilgrims. After continuously
being denied the right to establish
their own church in England, the
Pilgrims decided to move their
families to Holland. While Holland
allowed them to worship freely,

the Pilgrims soon began to miss
the language and customs of life
in England. After much discussion,
the Pilgrims decided to move the
entire community to America,
where they could practice their
religious beliefs and still maintain
an English lifestyle.

On September 6, 1620, their ship,
called the “Mayflower,” set sail for
America. Two months later, the
Pilgrims landed off the coast of
Massachusetts, much further north
than they originally intended.
Since this land was outside the

Signing the Mayflower Compact. courtesy of the Library of Congress, LC-USZ61-206
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jurisdiction of the Virginia known as the Mayflower Compact

Colony’s government in and was the first act of European
Jamestown, the group agreed to self-government in America. The
draft a social contract for self- concept that government is a form
government based on consent of of covenant between two parties,
the governed and majority rule. the government and the people,
All male adults signed the contract ~ was a major source of inspira-
and agreed to be bound by its tion to the framers of the U.S.
rules. This agreement became Constitution.
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THE MAYFLOWER COMPACT

We whose names are underwritten, the loyal subjects of our dread Sovereign Lord King
James, by the Grace of God of Great Britain, France and Ireland, King, Defender of the
Faith, etc.

Having undertaken, for the Glory of God and advancement of the Christian Faith and
Honour of our King and Country, aVoyage to plant the First Colony in the Northern
Parts of Virginia, do by these presents solemnly and mutually in the presence of God
and one of another, Covenant and Combine ourselves together into a Civil Body Politic,
for our better ordering and preservation and furtherance of the ends aforesaid; and

by virtue hereof to enact, constitute and frame such just and equal Laws, Ordinances,
Acts, Constitutions and Offices, from time to time, as shall be thought most meet and
convenient for the general good of the Colony, unto which we promise all due submis-
sion and obedience. In witness whereof we have hereunder subscribed our names at Cape
Cod, the 11th of November, in the year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord King James,
of England, France and Ireland the eighteenth, and of Scotland the fifty-fourth. Anno
Domini 1620.
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ollowing the end of the
FFrenCh and Indian War

in 1763, Great Britain
established itself as the dominant
power in North America. The vic-
tory greatly increased the British
presence in North America, but
left the British government with
a significant amount of debt.
Frustrated by what was perceived
as a lack of cooperation during
the French and Indian War, Great
Britain demanded that, at the very
least, the colonists should pay for
the cost of their own government
and security.

g

The British began tightening con-
trol over the colonies by bypassing
colonial legislatures and imposing
direct taxes and laws that angered
many American colonists. In 1764,
the Sugar Act was enacted by the
British Parliament and became the
first law with the specific goal of
raising money from the colonies.
This law was followed by the
Currency Act which prohibited
the colonies from issuing their
own currency, the Quartering

Act, which required the colonies
to provide housing and supplies
for British troops, and the Stamp

The Destruction of Tea at Boston Harbor, 1773 . Couttesy of the National Archives, NARA File # 148-GW-439
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Act, which directly taxed the
colonies by requiring all docu-
ments and packages to obtain a
stamp showing that the tax had
been paid. Violations of these acts
often led to harsh judgments by
British-appointed judges without
the consent of local juries.

American colonists responded

to these acts with organized
protest, arguing against taxation
without proper representation in
Parliament. They believed that the
strong measures enacted by the
government violated their rights as
British citizens. The colonists also
believed that government should
not interfere in the daily lives of
its citizens, but should serve to
secure and protect the liberty and
property of the people.

On September 5, 1774, delegates
from twelve of the thirteen
colonies convened in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, for the First
Continental Congress. During the
meeting, they prepared a petition,
called the Declaration of Rights
and Grievances, for King George
111, king of the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Ireland. They
also established the Association of
1774, which urged the colonists
to avoid using British goods.
Before adjourning, the delegates
planned for a Second Continental
Congress to meet on May 10,

The committee of Congress drafting the

Declaration of Independence, 1776.

Courtesy of the Library of Congress, LC-USZ62-17878

1775, in case the British failed to
respond adequately to its petition.

The Second Continental Congress
convened in May 1775 and
following much debate, agreed
that reconciliation with Britain
was impossible. On June 7, 1776,
Virginia delegate Richard Henry
Lee called for a resolution of
independence. Congress then
appointed John Adams, Benjamin
Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, Robert
R. Livingston, and Roger Sherman
to draft a statement of inde-
pendence for the colonies, with
Jefferson assigned to perform the
actual writing of the document.

In writing the Declaration of
Independence, Jefferson drew
heavily upon the idea of natural
rights and individual liberty. These
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In “Declaration of Independence,” a painting by John Trumbull, Thomas Jefferson and his committee

present the formal statement of independence from Great Britain.
Courtesy of the National Archives, File # 148-GW-662

ideas had been widely expressed
by 17th century philosopher John
Locke, and others, at that time.
The beginning of the document
explains that “All men are created
equal, that they are endowed by
their Creator with certain unalien-
able Rights, that among these are
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of
Happiness.” Jefferson then listed
formal grievances against Great
Britain, thus justifying the colo-
nies’ decision to completely break
away from the mother country. On
July 2, 1776, the document was
sent to Congress for consideration

50

and debate. Two days later, on

July 4, 1776, Congress unani-
mously adopted the Declaration of
Independence.

Of the fifty-six signers of the
Declaration of Independence, eight
were foreign-born. They included:
Button Gwinnett (England),
Francis Lewis (Wales), Robert
Morris (England), James Smith
(Ireland), George Taylor (Ireland),
Matthew Thornton (Ireland),
James Wilson (Scotland), and John
Witherspoon (Scotland).
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THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE

AcTiON OF SECOND CONTINENTAL CONGRESS, JULY 4, 1776
The Unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America

WHEN in the Course of human Events, it becomes necessary for one People to
dissolve the Political Bands which have connected them with another, and to assume
among the Powers of the Earth, the separate and equal Station to which the Laws of
Nature and of Nature’s God entitle them, a decent Respect to the Opinions of Mankind
requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the Separation.

WE hold these Truths to be self-evident, that all Men are created equal, that they
are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are
Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness—That to secure these Rights, Governments
are instituted among Men, deriving their just Powers from the Consent of the Governed,
that whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these Ends, it is the
Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its
Foundation on such Principles, and organizing its Powers in such Form, as to them shall
seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that
Governments long established should not be changed for light and transient Causes; and
accordingly all Experience hath shewn, that Mankind are more disposed to suffer, while
Evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the Forms to which they
are accustomed. But when a long Train of Abuses and Usurpations, pursuing invariably
the same Object, evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their
Right, it is their Duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for
their future Security. Such has been the patient Sufferance of these Colonies; and such is
now the Necessity which constrains them to alter their former Systems of Government.
The History of the present King of Great-Britain is a History of repeated Injuries and
Usurpations, all having in direct Object the Establishment of an absolute Tyranny over
these States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid World.

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public
Good.

HE has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and pressing
Importance, unless suspended in their Operation till his Assent should be obtained; and
when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them.

He has refused to pass other Laws for the Accommodation of large Districts
of People, unless those People would relinquish the Right of Representation in the
Legislature, a Right inestimable to them, and formidable to Tyrants only.
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HE has called together Legislative Bodies at Places unusual, uncomfortable, and
distant from the Depository of their public Records, for the sole Purpose of fatiguing
them into Compliance with his Measures.

HE has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly
Firmness his Invasions on the Rights of the People.

HE has refused for a long Time, after such Dissolutions, to cause others to be elected;
whereby the Legislative Powers, incapable of Annihilation, have returned to the People at
large for their exercise; the State remaining in the mean time exposed to all the Dangers
of Invasion from without, and Convulsions within.

He has endeavoured to prevent the Population of these States; for that Purpose
obstructing the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to pass others to
encourage their Migrations hither, and raising the Conditions of new Appropriations of
Lands.

Ht has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing his Assent to Laws for
establishing Judiciary Powers.

Ht has made Judges dependent on hisWill alone, for the Tenure of their Offices,
and the Amount and Payment of their Salaries.

HE has erected a Multitude of new Offices, and sent hither Swarms of Officers to
harrass our People, and eat out their Substance.

Ht has kept among us, in Times of Peace, Standing Armies, without the consent of
our Legislatures.

HE has affected to render the Military independent of and superior to the Civil
Power.

HE has combined with others to subject us to a Jurisdiction foreign to our
Constitution, and unacknowledged by our Laws; giving his Assent to their Acts of
pretended Legislation:

For quartering large Bodies of Armed Troops among us:

For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from Punishment for any Murders which
they should commit on the Inhabitants of these States:

For cutting off our Trade with all Parts of the World:

For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:

For depriving us, in many Cases, of the Benefits of Trial by Jury:

For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended Offences:

For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neighbouring Province,
establishing therein an arbitrary Government, and enlarging its Boundaries, so as to
render it at once an Example and fit Instrument for introducing the same absolute Rule
into these Colonies:

For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws, and altering
fundamentally the Forms of our Governments:
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For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with Power
to legislate for us in all Cases whatsoever.

HE has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection and
waging War against us.

He has plundered our Seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our Towns, and destroyed the
Lives of our People.

HE is, at this Time, transporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat
the Works of Death, Desolation, and Tyranny, already begun with circumstances
of Cruelty and Perfidy, scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous Ages, and totally
unworthy the Head of a civilized Nation.

He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear
Arms against their Country, to become the Executioners of their Friends and Brethren,
or to fall themselves by their Hands.

HE has excited domestic Insurrections amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring
on the Inhabitants of our Frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages, whose known Rule of
Warfare, is an undistinguished Destruction of all Ages, Sexes and Conditions.

IN every stage of these Oppressions we have Petitioned for Redress in the most
humble Terms: Our repeated Petitions have been answered only by repeated Injury. A
Prince, whose Character is thus marked by every act which may define a Tyrant, is unfit
to be the Ruler of a free People.

Nor have we been wanting in Attentions to our British Brethren. We have warned
them from Time to Time of Attempts by their Legislature to extend an unwarrantable
Jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the Circumstances of our Emigration
and Settlement here. We have appealed to their native Justice and Magnanimity, and we
have conjured them by the Ties of our common Kindred to disavow these Usurpations,
which, would inevitably interrupt our Connections and Correspondence. They too have
been deaf to theVoice of Justice and of Consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in
the Necessity, which denounces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of
Mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace, Friends.

We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in General
Congress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the World for the Rectitude of
our Intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the good People of these Colonies,
solemnly Publish and Declare, That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be
Free and Independent States; that they are absolved from all Allegiance to the British
Crown, and that all political Connection between them and the State of Great-Britain,
is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as Free and Independent States, they have
full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to
do all other Acts and Things which Independent States may of right do.—And for the



support of this Declaration, with a firm Reliance on the Protection of divine Providence,

we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes, and our sacred Honor.

Signed by ORDER and in BEHALF of the CONGRESS,

JOHN HANCOCK, President

Attest.

CHARLES THOMSON, Secretary

SIGNERS OF THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE

Georgia:

Button Gwinnett
Lyman Hall
George Walton

North Carolina:
William Hooper
Joseph Hewes
John Penn

South Carolina:
Edward Rutledge
Thomas Heyward, Jr.
Thomas Lynch, Jr.
Arthur Middleton

Massachusetts:
Samuel Adams
John Adams
Robert Treat Paine
Elbridge Gerry
John Hancock

4

Maryland:
Samuel Chase
William Paca
Thomas Stone
Charles Carroll of
Carrollton
Virginia:
George Wythe
Richard Henry Lee
Thomas Jefferson
Benjamin Harrison
Thomas Nelson, Jr.
Francis Lightfoot Lee
Carter Braxton

Pennsylvania:
Robert Morris
Benjamin Rush
Benjamin Franklin
John Morton
George Clymer

James Smith
George Taylor
James Wilson
George Ross

Delaware:

Caesar Rodney
George Read
Thomas McKean

New York:
William Floyd
Philip Livingston
Francis Lewis
Lewis Morris

New Jersey:

Richard Stockton
John Witherspoon
Francis Hopkinson
John Hart
Abraham Clark
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New Hampshire:
Josiah Bartlett
Matthew Thornton
William Whipple

Rhode Island:
Stephen Hopkins
William Ellery

Connecticut:

Roger Sherman
Samuel Huntington
William Williams
Oliver Wolcott
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