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DISCLAIMER

The July 27, 1990 Regulations, "Aliens and Nationality: Asylum and Withholding of Deportation Procedures,"
mandated the creation of a new corps of Asylum Officers to provide an initial, nonadversarial adjudication of
asylum claims. Asylum Officers use asylum law, interviews with asylum applicants, and relevant information on
country conditions to determine the merits of individual claims for asylum.

The Resource Information Center was created to assist Asylum Officers domestically, and Immigration Officers
determining refugee status overseas, by collecting and disseminating credible and objective information on human
rights conditions. As specified in the Regulations (8 CFR 208.12), such information may be obtained from the
Department of Justice, the Department of State, and "other credible sources, such as international organizations,
private voluntary organizations, or academic institutions."

Master Exhibits are one means by which credible information on a given group deemed "at risk" is presented to
Asylum and Immigration Officers. Master Exhibits are submitted by private voluntary organizations, law firms, or
other groups, which are credited on the title page of the Exhibit. The contents of each Master Exhibit distributed by
the Resource Information Center, taken as a whole, meet certain basic standards on credibility, relevance and



format, and can provide Asylum Officers with valuable background material for evaluating country conditions.

This Master Exhibit provides publicly available information, analyses, or comment. All sources are cited. Updates to
this Master Exhibit may be made from time to time. This Master Exhibit, however, cannot be, and does not purport
to be, either exhaustive with regard to the country surveyed, or conclusive as to the merits of any particular claim to
refugee status or asylum. It is for the Asylum Officer adjudicating a particular case to determine what evidentiary
weight to give to the information in this Master Exhibit.

The inclusion of this Master Exhibit in the collection of Master Exhibits compiled by the Service does not constitute
an endorsement of the information in this Master Exhibit. The views expressed in this Master Exhibit, therefore, do
not necessarily represent statements of policy of the United States Government, nor does this Master Exhibit reflect
foreign policy concerns of the United States Government.
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Rape of women and other gender-specific torture are standard operating procedures of Guatemalan and
Salvadoran military. In treating women refugees who have been sexually tortured or who have witnessed
sexual torture in other women, the therapist must be aware of the differences between rape as an assault on
an individual and rape as a component of state terrorism.

IV. Amnesty International, "Abuses Against Children of Human Rights Workers" (London: Amnesty
International, February 1989), "AMR 34/03/89."

Fifteen-year-old Iris Yomila Reyes Urizar was reportedly raped while in the custody of the armed forces
based in the municipality of San Andres Sajeabaja, El Quiche department.

V. Robert M. Carmack, ed., Harvest of Violence (Norman, OK: University of Oklahoma Press, 1988), pp.
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Nineth de Garcia, Mutual Support Group President, reported that Ana Maria Mejia, missing for six years,
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VIII. Amnesty International, ''Guatemala: The Human Rights Record" (London: Amnesty International,
1987), ''AMR 34/04/87," pp. 98-100.

Witnesses from the peasant organizations reported that members of the civil defense patrols in search of
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A resident from a community near Chichicastenango reported that soldiers from the local destacamento
''would rape the women." When the community complained, they were given the choice of having a
destacamento or forming a civil patrol. "We saw our choice: either choose to have our daughters raped or
choose the civil patrol ... if the army hadn't raped our women we would not have accepted the civil patrol.''

X. Amnesty International (LISA), "Memorandum to the Government of Guatemala following an AI Mission
to the Country in April 1985,'' January 1986, "AI PPSTMT 86/01," pp. 34.

The AI delegation received reports of torture, including sexual abuse of women.

XI. Americas Watch, "Guatemala: The Group for Mutual Support 1984-1985" (New York: Americas Watch
Committee, 1985), pp. 40-46.

GAM members who saw the body of Rosario Godoy de Cuervas after her death in an alleged auto accident
believe that she had been raped.

XII. Americas Watch, "Guatemala: A Nation of Prisoners" (New York: Americas Watch Committee, 1984), pp.
104-118.

During the military sweep of Rabinal in 1982 women were gang raped. One woman detained at the army



post for almost a month was raped over 300 times. A twelve-year-old was reportedly raped.

XIII. Amnesty International, "Amnesty International Reports Massacres in New Guatemalan Security
Drive" (London: Amnesty International, 12 October 1982), "AMR 34/45/82."

Guatemalan forces massacred more than 2600 Indians and peasant farmers in a new counter-insurgency
program launched after General Efrain Rios Montt came to power in March. In one Indian village in
Quiche province troops were reported to have forced all the inhabitants into the courthouse, raped the
women and beheaded the men.

XIV. Amnesty International, "Massive Extrajudicial Executions in Rural Areas Under the Government
of General Efrain Rios Montt" (London: Amnesty International, July 1982), "AMR 34/34/82," Appendix II
-- Testimony re: Army Attack on a Village in the Alta Verapaz in April 1982.

A 17-year-old Kekchi Indian who survived an army attack on her village reports that soldiers raped her,
slashed her breasts with a machete, slashed her head and her entire hand.

XV. "Guatemalan Indians Crowd into Mexico to Escape Widening War," Washington Post, 19 February 1982
(as reported in Information Services on Latin America [ISLA], Vol. 24, Iss. 2, No. 584).

Women refugees expressed fears of being raped by soldiers and of being burned alive in their huts.

XVI. Amnesty International, "Testimony in English of Yolanda Urizar de Aguilar about the Arrest and
Torture of Her Daughter, Yolanda de la Luz Aguilar Urizar" (New York: Amnesty International, 8 January
1980), "AMR 34103/80."

Yolanda de la Luz Aguilar Urizar was arrested in the Department of Justice in Guatemala City while
distributing leaflets protesting the murder of a trade unionist. During the course of her interrogation she was
brutally beaten, sexually abused and raped by 20 police agents.


