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SUBJECT: Updated Service Center Operations Procedures for Accepting Forms I-589 Filed by 
Unaccompanied Alien Children 

I. Purpose

This memorandum provides updated notification and guidance to the USCIS Service Centers on the handling 
ofl-589 applications for asylum filed by unaccompanied alien children (UACs) under the "initial jurisdiction" 
provision of the William Wilberforce Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Act of2008 (TVPRA). 
These procedures modify the current procedures found in Section III of the April 9, 2009, memorandum, 
Statuto,y Change Affecting Service Center Operations' Procedures [or Accepting Forms 1-589 Filed bv 
Unaccompanied Alien Children. These procedures are effective on June I 0, 2013, and apply to any I-589s 
received by USCIS on or after that date. 

II. Background

USCIS typically does not have jurisdiction to accept a Form 1-589, Application/or Asylum andfor 
Withholding of Removal, filed by an applicant in removal proceedings. Section 235( d)(7)(B) of the TVPRA, 
however, placed initial jurisdiction of asylum applications filed by UACs with USCIS, even for those UACs 
in removal proceedings. Effective June I 0, 2013, Asylum Offices will adopt a previous determination made 
by either CBP or ICE that an applicant is a UAC where that determination is in place on the date the applicant 
files for asylum, without making another factual inquiry into the applicant's age or unaccompanied status, and 
will take jurisdiction over the asylum case.' Asylum Offices will adopt the previous DHS determination that 
the applicant was a UAC unless there was an affirmative act by HHS, ICE, or CBP to terminate the UAC 
finding before the applicant filed the initial application for asylum. In cases in which a determination ofUAC 
status has not already been made, Asylum Offices will continue to make determinations of UAC status per 
current guidance. 

1 
See Ted Kim, Acting Chict: Asylum Division. Memorandum Updated Proced11resfor Determination of Initial .J11risdiction over 

Asyl11111 Applications Filed by Unaccompanied A lien Children. May 28, 2013 (Attached). 
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