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DISCUSSION: The Director, California Service Center, denied the employment-based immigrant 
visa petition. The director treated a subsequent appeal as a motion to reopen, and again denied the 
petition. The matter is now before the Administrative Appeals Office (AAO) on appeal. The AAO will 
reject the appeal. 

The petitioner is a church. It seeks to classify the beneficiary as a special immigrant religious worker 
pursuant to section 203(b)(4) of the Immigration and Nationality Act (the Act), 8 U.s.c. § 1 1 53(b)(4), 
to perform services as a pastor of counseling, director of counseling department and administrative 
assistant. The director determined that the petitioner had not established that the beneficiary had the 
required two years of continuous, lawful, qualifying work experience immediately preceding the filing 
date of the petition. 

8 C.F.R. § 103.3(a)(1)(iii)(B) states that, for purposes of appeals, certifications, and reopening or 
reconsideration, affected party (in addition to U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services [USCIS]) 
means the person or entity with legal standing in a proceeding. 8 C.F.R. § 103.3(a)(2)(v)(A)(l) states 
that an appeal filed by a person or entity not entitled to file it must be rejected as improperly filed. In 
such a case, any filing fee USCIS has accepted will not be refunded. 

The petitioner did not sign the Form I-290B Notice of Appeal or 
or accredited representative acting on the petitioner's behalf. Rather, 

, identified as "a non profit organization assisting individuals in their immigration process free 
of charge," signed the appeal form. 

The regulation at 8 C.F.R. § 103.2(a)(3) allows an affected party to be represented "by an attorney in 
the United States, as defined in § l.l(f) of this chapter, by an attorney outside the United States as 
defined in 8 C.F.R. § 292.1(a)(6) of this chapter, or by an accredited representative as defined in 
§ 292. I (a)(4) of this chapter." The regulation at 8 C.F.R. § 292.1(a)(3) also permits reputable 
individuals to represent a petitioner under very limited circumstances. The regulation at 8 C.F.R. 
§ 292.1 (a)( 4) defines an accredited representative as a representative of an organization described in 
8 C.F.R. § 292.2, which, in tum, states that only non-profit religious, charitable, social service, or 
similar organizations recognized by the Board of Immigration Appeals may be so classified. 

In this case, the record fails to establish that falls 
within any of the categories of representatives authorized by the regulations to file an appeal on 
behalf of others. Simply executing Form G-28, Notice of Entry of Appearance as Attorney or 
Representative, does not automatically authorize the person or organization named on the form to 
represent affected parties in immigration proceedings. 

Because neither has legal standing in the proceeding, we 
must reject the appeal as improperly filed. 

ORDER: The appeal is rejected. 


