
U.S. Department of Nomela~~d Security 
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 

; identifying data deleted to 
prevent clearly unwarranted . invasion of personal p'ivac) 

Ofice of~dmiiistrative ~ G e a l s  
Washington, DC 20529-2090 

U. S .  Citizenship 
and Immigration 

PUBLIC COPY 

FILE: WAC 07 157 5 1994 Office: CALIFORNIA SERVICE CENTER 
Date: JUL 1 3 2009 

IN RE: Petitioner: 
Beneficiary: 

PETITION: Nonimmigrant Petition for Religious Worker Pursuant to Section 10 l(a)(l5)(R)(l) of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (the Act), 8 U.S.C. § 1 10 1 (a)(15)(R)(l) 

ON BEHALF OF PETITIONER: 

INSTRUCTIONS: 

This is the decision of the Administrative Appeals Office in your case. All documents have been returned to 
the office that originally decided your case. Any further inquiry must be made to that office. 

* d~, , ,  
John F. Grissom 
Acting Chief, Administrative Appeals Office 



,WAC 07 157 51994 
Page 2 

e 

DISCUSSION: The Director, California Service Center, denied the nonimmigrant visa petition. 
The matter is now before the Administrative Appeals Office (AAO) on appeal. The appeal will be 
sustained. 

The petitioner filed the Form 1-129 petition on April 25, 2007, seeking to classify the beneficiary as 
an R-1 nonimmigrant religious worker from April 29, 2007 to April 30, 2010. The director denied 
the petition on December 2008, observing that the beneficiary had begun working for -1 
. The director concluded that the beneficiary did not intend to work for the petitioning 
organization as required by 8 C.F.R. tj 2 14.2(r)(l)(iv). 

On appeal, the petitioner asserts that the petitioning church "merged into 
July 1,2007, and therefore the beneficiary's employment at is effectively the 
same employment described in the initial filing. 

On October 31, 2008, , filed a new petition (receipt number 
WAC 09 024 51261), seeking to classify the beneficiary as an R-1 nonimmigrant religious worker 
from February 26, 2009 to December 28, 201 1. The director approved that petition on March 6, 
2009. 

Because the beneficiary already holds approved R-1 status to work for - 
f o r  a period of time beginning on February 26, 2009, the present petition is approved for the 
period of April 29, 2007 to February 26, 2009, as the basis for the denial of this petition has been 
overcome on appeal. 

ORDER: The appeal is sustained. The petition is approved from the requested start date of 
April 29, 2007 until February 26, 2009, the beginning date of approval of the 
superseding petition granting the beneficiary R- 1 nonimmigrant status from February 
26,2009 through December 28,201 1. 


