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DISCUSSION: The service center director denied the petition. The matter is now before the 
Administrative Appeals Office (AAO) on appeal. The appeal will be rejected as improperly filed. 

The petitioner submitted a Petition for a CNMI-Only Nonimmigrant Transitional Worker (Form 
I-129CW) to the Califomia Service Center on January 12, · 2012. 1 In the Form I-129CW visa 
petition, the petitioner describes itself as a tour agency established in 2001. In order to employ the 
beneficiary in what it designates as a tour coordinator position, the petitioner seeks to classify her as 
a CNMI-Only Nonimmigrant Transitional Worker (CW-1) pursuant to 48 U.S.C . § 1806(d). 

The director denied the petition on January 24, 2013, finding that the petitioner failed to establish 
that the beneficiary was lawfully present in the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands 
(CNMI) at the time the petition was filed. Subsequently, an appeal was filed. 

The AAO reviewed the submission and finds that the appeal was not properly filed as it was not 
submitted by an affected party. In the instant case, the Notice of Appeal or Motion (Form I-290B) 
was signed by the beneficiary. users regulations specifically prohibit a beneficiary of a visa 
petition, or a representative acting on a beneficiary's behalf, from filing a petition; the beneficiary 
of a visa petition is not a recognized party in a proceeding. 8 C.F.R. § 103.2(a)(3). Moreover, the 
regulation at 8 C.F.R. § 103.3(a)(1)(iii)(B) specifically states that a beneficiary of a visa petition is 
not an affected party and does not have any legal standing in a proceeding. As the beneficiary has 
no legal standing in this proceeding, the beneficiary is not authorized to file the appeal, and it must 
therefore be rejected as improperly filed. 8 C.F.R. § 103.3(a)(l)(iii)(B); 8 C.F.R. 
§ 103.3(a)(2)(v)(A)(l). 

As the appeal was not properly filed, it must be rejected. 8 C.F.R. § 103.3(a)(2)(v)(A)(l). 

ORDER: The appeal is rejected. 

1 The AAO notes that rejected petitions will not retain a filing date. See 8 C.F.R. § 1 03 .2(a)(7)(i). 


