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DISCUSSION: The application for a refugee travel document (Porm 1-131) was denied by the 
Director (director), Nebraska Service Center, and the Administrative Appeals Office (AAO) 
dismissed a subsequent appeal. The matter is again before the AAO on a motion to reopen or 
reconsider. The motion to reopen will be granted and the previous decision to dismiss the appeal 
will be affirmed. The application will remain denied. 

The applicant is a native and citizen of Sierra Leone who seeks a refugee travel document pursuant 
to 8 C.P.R. § 223. The director denied the application after determining that the applicant was not 
entitled to receive a refugee travel document because he does not hold valid refugee or asylee status, 
and is not a permanent resident as a result of having been granted asylum or refugee status. On 
appeal, the applicant submits documents relating to his asylum application and an approval notice 
from U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS), dated Pebruary 23, 2010, indicating that 
he was granted employment authorization based on the pending asylum application. 

In our prior decision, we found that records of USCIS indicate that on November 4, 2009, an 
immigration judge denied the applicant's application for asylum and ordered the applicant removed 
from the United States. USCIS records also indicate that the applicant filed an appeal with the Board of 
Immigration Appeals (BIA), which was pending at the time. We noted that although the applicant has 
been granted employment authorization based on his pending asylum application, he is not entitled to 
receive a refugee travel document. The regulation provided that only an individual who holds valid 
refugee status under section 207 of the Act, valid asylum status under section 208 of the Act, or is a 
permanent resident and received such status as a direct result of his asylum or refugee status, is 
eligible to receive a refugee travel document. 8 C.P.R. § 223.2(b)(I)(i). We determined that based 
on the evidence of record, the applicant does not hold a status that entitles him a refugee travel 
document, and dismissed the appeal accordingly. 

On motion, the applicant submits copies of documents relating to his asylum application, which have 
been previously submitted in the record. We note that the asylum appeal before the BIA was 
dismissed on December 12, 2011. As of this decision, the applicant does not hold valid refugee or 
asylee status, and is not a permanent resident as a result of having been granted asylum or refugee 
status. The record does not contain any document demonstrating that the applicant has a status that 
entitles him to a refugee travel document. 

Therefore, as the applicant does not hold valid refugee status under section 207 of the Act, valid 
asylum status under section 208 of the Act, or is a permanent resident and received such status as a 
direct result of his asylum or refugee status, he is not eligible to receive a refugee travel document. 8 
C.P.R. § 223.2(b)(I )(i). Accordingly, the denial of the Porm 1-131 was the proper result. 

Section 291 of the Act, 8 U.S.C. § 1361, provides that the burden of proof is upon the applicant to 
establish eligibility for the benefit sought. Here, the applicant has not met that burden. Accordingly, 
the AAO's prior decision to dismiss the appeal, dated October 7, 2011, will be affirmed. 

ORDER: The AAO's prior decision, dated October 7, 2011, is affirmed. The application remains 
denied. 


