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DISCUSSION: The application for permanent resident status under the Legal Immigration 
Family Equity (LIFE) Act was denied by the Director, Baltimore, and rejected by the 
Administrative Appeals Office (AAO) on appeal. The motion to reopen will be rejected. 

The AAO rejected the appeal, finding that the applicant had failed to file a timely appeal. The 
AAO noted that the appeal was filed 50 days after the Notice of Decision, dated October 21, 
2003. Therefore, the appeal was untimely filed on December 10,2003, 50 days later. 

On motion, counsel asserts that the applicant filed an appeal in due time but failed to include any 
evidence to support his assertion. Without documentary evidence to support the claim, the 
assertions of counsel will not satisfy the petitioner's burden of proof. The unsupported assertions 
of counsel do not constitute evidence. Matter of Obaigbena, 19 I&N Dec. 533, 534 (BIA 1988); 
Matter of Laureano, 19 I&N Dec. 1 (BIA 1983); Matter of Ramirez-Sanchez, 17 I&N Dec. 503, 
506 (BIA 1980). Furthermore, the record contains the appeal fee receipt, which is dated on 
December 10,2003. 

Accordingly, the AAO shall reject the motion. 

ORDER: The motion to reopen is rejected. 


