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DISCUSSION: The applicant's Temporary Protected Status was withdrawn by the Director, Nebraska Service
Center. A subsequent application for re-registration was denied by the Director, Nebraska Service Center, and is
currently before the Administrative Appeals Office (AAO) on appeal. The director's decision will be withdrawn,
the appeal will be sustained, and the application will be approved.

The applicant is a native and citizen of Honduras who was initially granted Temporary Protected Status on March
9, 2000. The applicant filed a re-registration application on September 10, 2002. The director denied the re
registration application on January 22, 2003, because the applicant had failed to file during the registration period
that ended July 2, 2002.

On appeal, the applicant states that he was not made aware of any new re-registration period. He also states that
his Employment Authorization Card (BAD) was extended until December 5, 2002, and that he knew nothing
about a TPS re-registration deadline until he was told this at the unemployment office. He attaches a copy of an
INS press release indicating an automatic extension of the EAD through December 5, 2002, and apologizes for
any confusion on his part.

An alien who has been granted Temporary Protected Status must register annually with the district office or
service center having jurisdiction over the alien's place of residence 8 C.P.R. § 244.17(a).

In this case, the applicant provided an explanation for his failure to re-register and it does not appear that the
applicant "willfully" failed to re-register for the 2002-2003 period. There are no other known grounds of
ineligibility; therefore, the director's decision to withdraw TPS, itself will be withdrawn, the appeal will be
sustained, and the application for TPS will be approved.

An alien applying for Temporary Protected Status has the burden of proving that he or she meets the requirements
enumerated above and is otherwise eligible under the provisions of section 244 of the Act. The applicant has met
this burden.

ORDER: The director's decision is withdrawn, the appeal is sustained, and the TPS
application is approved.


