This sheet should be filled out first. General information about the report, and the reporting agency, is defined here.

If the agency's FOIA information is reported by 'component' (sub-organization, office, division), the components must be
defined here. Component abbreviations entered here are available throughout this workbook in drop-down lists, allowing
entry of information for each component.

You can make room to enter additional components by right-clicking on any editable cell in the component definition table
and choosing 'Add Row'. A new, empty component row will be added at the bottom of the table. If you select multiple
existing rows within the component definition table, right-click over the selected area, then choose 'Add Row', a
corresponding number of component rows will be added at the bottom of the table. This convention is used throughout this
workbook for expanding the size of entry tables.

Agency Information

Agency Department of Homeland Security
Agency Abbreviation DHS
FOIA Annual Report Year 2015
Date Prepared 2015-10-16

Component Definition

Component Abbreviation Component Name

USCIS United States Citizenship and Immigration Services




IV. Exemption 3 Statutes

List all Exemption 3 statutes relied upon to withhold information and the number of times each was relied upon.

Enter a single statute in the merged cell in the 'Statute' column. You can make room to enter additional statutes by right-clicking on any editable cell in the statute table and
choosing 'Add Statute'. A new, empty statute entry area will be added at the bottom of the table.

The columns to the right of each statute allow entry of information associated with the statute. You can make room for additional associated information by right-clicking on
any editable cell associated with the statute and choosing 'Add Detail Row'.

The Footnotes section allows entry of any free-format notes associated with this section of the report. Again, if you need more than two footnotes, right-click on an editable
cell in the Footnotes section. and choose 'Add Row'.

Fed. R. Crim. P. 6(e), enacted b

Certain records pertaining to grand
jury proceedings

Sussman v. USMS, 494 F.3d 1106,
1113 (D.C. Cir. 2007); Fund for
Constitutional Gov't v. Nat'l Archives
& Records Serv., 656 F.2d 856, 867-
68 (D.C. Cir. 1981); Durham v. U.S.
Atty. Gen., No. 06-843, 2008 WL
620744, at *2 (E.D. Tex. Mar. 3,
2008); Cozen O'Connor v. U.S. Dep't
of Treasury, 570 F. Supp. 2d 749, 776
(E.D. Pa. 2008).

USCIS

13




26 U.S.C. §§ 6103, 6105 (Internd

Certain tax return information, to
include Taxpayer Identification
Numbers of third parties, and certain
tax convention information

Church of Scientology v. IRS, 484 U.S.
9, 15 (1987) (26 U.S.C. § 6103);
Leonard v. U.S. Dep't of Treasury, 590
F. App'x. 141, 143-44 (3d Cir. 2014)
(per curiam); Pac. Fisheries, Inc. v.
IRS, 395 F. App'x. 438, 440 (9th Cir.
2010) (unpublished disposition) (26
U.S.C. §§ 6103, 6105); Tax Analysts v.
IRS, 217 F. Supp. 2d 23, 27-29 (D.D.C.
2002) (26 U.S.C. § 6105).

USCIS

1,726

41 U.S.C. § 253b(m)(1)

41 U.S.C. §2102 (amending 41

Contractor proposals that are in the |Sinkfield v. HUD, No. 10-885, 2012 USCIS 3
possession or control of an executive |U.S. Dist. LEXIS 35233, at *13-15 (S.D.
agency and that have not been set  |Ohio Mar. 15, 2012); Margolin v.
forth or incorporated by reference NASA, No. 09-CV-00421, 2011 WL
into contracts 1303221, at *6 (D. Nev. Mar. 31,
2011); Hornbostel v. U.S. Dep't of the
Interior, 305 F. Supp. 2d 21, 30
(D.D.C. 2003), summary affirmance
granted, No. 03-5257, 2004 WL
1900562 (D.C. Cir. Aug. 25, 2004).
Contractor bid or proposal Legal & Safety Employer Research, USCIS 2

information; source selection
information

Inc. v. U.S. Dep't of the Army. No. Civ.
S001748, 2001 WL 34098652, at *3-4
(E.D. Cal. May 4, 2001) (dictum).




42 U.S.C. §§ 2000e-5(b), 2000e-

Information pertaining to charges of
unlawful employment practices;
information obtained by the EEOC in
investigating charges of unlawful
employment practices

Frito-Lay v. EEOC, 964 F. Supp. 236,
240-43 (W.D. Ky. 1997); Am.
Centennial Ins. Co. v. EEOC, 722 F.
Supp. 180, 184 (D.N.J. 1989)

USCIS

10 U.S.C. § 2305(g)

Certain contractor proposals

Roman v. NSA, Nos. 09-2947, 09-
4281, 09-3344, 09-2504, 09-5633,
2012 WL 569747, at *7 (E.D.N.Y. Feb.
22,2012); Margolin v. NASA, No. 09-
CV-00421-LRH-VPC, 2011 WL
1303221, at *6 (D. Nev. Mar. 31,
2011).

USCIS

Footnotes




Each row represents values for a single component. Enter the component abbreviation, or choose it from the drop-
down, then enter values for that component in the editable columns to the right. Component abbreviations must
match those set up on the 'Agency Information' sheet. If the report is not broken out by component, the agency
abbreviation must be entered, which is the only option offered in the drop-down.

Blank lines are ignored, but if the component column is filled in, all other editable columns must be filled in. All
values must be non-negative integers.

Additional entry rows may be added by right-clicking on any editable cell in the table and choosing 'Add Row'. An
additional component row will be added at the bottom of the table. If you select multiple rows before right
clicking, a corresponding number of rows will be added at the bottom.

V. FOIA REQUESTS / A. Received, Processed and Pending FOIA Requests

Number of Requests Number of Number of Number of Requests
Component Pending as of Start Requests Received Requests Processed Pending as of End
of Fiscal Year in Fiscal Year in Fiscal Year of Fiscal Year
USCIS 12,525 162,986 150,897 24,614
0
AGENCY OVERALL 12,525 162,986 150,897 24,614
Footnotes

FY14 number of pending requests as of end of FY showed 13,387. Number of requests to start FY shows
12,525. The difference of 862 is due to




Each row represents values for a single component. Enter the component abbreviation, or choose it from the drop-down, then enter values for that component in the
editable columns to the right. Component abbreviations must match those set up on the 'Agency Information' sheet. If the report is not broken out by component, the agency
abbreviation must be entered, which is the only option offered in the drop-down.

Blank lines are ignored, but if the component column is filled in, all other editable columns must be filled in. All values must be non-negative integers.

The sum of all columns (calculated column titled 'TOTAL') must match the number entered on sheet V.A., column 'Number of Requests Processed in Fiscal Year' for the

component, and for the agency overall.

V. FOIA REQUESTS / B. (1) Disposition of FOIA Requests - All Processed Requests

Footnotes




Information for a single component may span multiple rows. The merged cell in the 'Component’ column indicates the detail rows to the right
which are associated with each component. To add additional components, right-click on any editable cell in the table and choose 'Add
Component'. A new, empty component entry area will be added at the bottom of the table.

The columns to the right of each component allow entry of information associated with the component. You can make room for additional
associated information by right-clicking on any editable cell associated with the component and choosing 'Add Detail Row'.

Blank components are ignored, but if the component column is filled in, at least one description must also be entered. If a description is entered,
an associated count must be entered. Counts must be non-negative integers.

The calculated column titled 'COMPONENT TOTAL' must match the number entered on sheet V.B.1., column 'Other' for the component, and for
the agency overall.

V. FOIA REQUESTS / B. (2) Disposition of FOIA Requests - Other Reasons |

| Footnotes




Each row represents values for a single component. Enter the component abbreviation, or choose it from the drop-down, then enter values for that component in the
editable columns to the right.

Blank lines are ignored, but if the component column is filled in, all other editable columns must be filled in. All values must be non-negative integers.

|V. FOIA REQUESTS / B. (3) Disposition of FOIA Requests - Number of Times Exemptions Applied

USCIS 0 93| 1,746 86| 33,561| 52,157 18 0| 70,186 0| 72,648 0 0 0

T 0 0 7 W .

| Footnotes




Each row represents values for a single component. Enter the component abbreviation, or choose it from the drop-down, then enter values for
that component in the editable columns to the right. Component abbreviations must match those set up on the 'Agency Information' sheet. If
the report is not broken out by component, the agency abbreviation must be entered, which is the only option offered in the drop-down.

Blank lines are ignored, but if the component column is filled in, all other editable columns must be filled in. All values must be non-negative
integers.

VI. ADMINISTRATIVE APPEALS / A. Received, Processed and Pending Administrative Appeals

Footnotes




Blank lines are ignored, but if the component column is filled in, all other editable columns must be filled in. All values must be non-negative integers.

The sum of all columns (calculated column titled 'TOTAL') must match the number entered on sheet VI.A., column 'Number of Appeals Processed in Fiscal Year' for

the component, and for the agency overall.

VI. ADMINISTRATIVE APPEALS / B. Disposition of Administrative Appeals - All Processed Appeals

Footnotes




Each row represents values for a single component. Enter the component abbreviation, or choose it from the drop-down, then enter values for that component in
the editable columns to the right.

Blank lines are ignored, but if the component column is filled in, all other editable columns must be filled in. All values must be non-negative integers.

|VI. ADMINISTRATIVE APPEALS / C. (1) Reasons for Denial on Appeal - Number of Times Exemptions Applied

USCIS 2 0 23 3 490 645 2 0 906 0 911 0 0 0

T B R B B B B

| Footnotes




Each row represents values for a single component. Enter the component abbreviation, or choose it from the drop-down, then enter values for that component in the
editable columns to the right.

Blank lines are ignored, but if the component column is filled in, all other editable columns must be filled in. All values must be non-negative integers.

VI. ADMINISTRATIVE APPEALS / C. (2) Reasons for Denial on Appeal - Reasons Other than Exemptions

| Footnotes




Information for a single component may span multiple rows. The merged cell in the 'Component’ column indicates the detail rows to the right
which are associated with each component. To add additional components, right-click on any editable cell in the table and choose 'Add
Component'. A new, empty component entry area will be added at the bottom of the table.

The columns to the right of each component allow entry of information associated with the component. You can make room for additional
associated information by right-clicking on any editable cell associated with the component and choosing 'Add Detail Row'.

Blank components are ignored, but if the component column is filled in, at least one description must also be entered. If a description is entered,
an associated count must be entered. Counts must be non-negative integers.

The calculated column titled 'COMPONENT TOTAL' must match the number entered on sheet VI.C.2., column 'Other' for the component, and for
the agency overall.

VI. ADMINISTRATIVE APPEALS / C. (3) Reasons for Denial on Appeal - Other Reasons

USCIS N/A

| Footnotes




This is the first sheet in which the "AGENCY OVERALL" information cannot be calculated from component information, and must be entered.
Notice that the cells in the AGENCY OVERALL line are not green (calculated), but are instead editable.

If the report is broken out by component, enter each component individually, then manually enter agency total information.

If the report is NOT broken out by component, no choices will be available in the component drop-down. In this case, enter only the agency
total information in the AGENCY OVERALL row.

Blank component lines are ignored, but if the component column is filled in, all other editable columns must be filled in. All values must be non-
negative numeric values, or the special value "<1". A right-click context menu item is available to enter the special value "<1" into selected

ralle

VI. ADMINISTRATIVE APPEALS / C. (4) Response Time for Administrative Appeals

Component Median Number of Days Average Number of Days Lowest Number of Days Highest Number of Days
USCIS 10.28 10.23 1.00 144.00
AGENCY OVERALL 25.00 29.00 1.00 86.00
Footnotes

The case with the highest number of days was processed timely, there was an issue getting is closed in the system.




"AGENCY OVERALL" information cannot be calculated from component information, and must be entered.

A component, or the agency overall, may not have ten appeals pending. Thus, some columns may be not applicable. In this case, "N/A" should be entered in the "Date of Appeal" cell,
and "0" should be entered in the "Number of Days Pending" cell. However, if a column is used for a valid date, all columns to the right of it must also be filled in with a valid date. If a
date is filled in, the number of days associated with the date must also be filled in. "Number of Days Pending" values must be non-negative integers. A right-click context menu item is
available to enter the special value "N/A" into selected cells.

VI. ADMINISTRATIVE APPEALS / C. (5) Ten Oldest Administrative Appeals

2015-09-16f 2015-09-16| 2015-09-16| 2015-09-16 2015-09-16| 2015-09-16| 2015-09-16 2015-09-16| 2015-09-16| 2015-09-09
10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 10 15

Footnotes




"AGENCY OVERALL" information cannot be calculated from component information, and must be entered.

Blank component lines are ignored, but if the component column is filled in, all other editable columns must be filled in. Similarly, all columns on the AGENCY
OVERALL row must be filled in. Values must either be non-negative numeric values, the special value "<1", or the special value "N/A".

VII. A. Processed Requests - Response Time for All Processed Perfected Requests

USCIS 15.07 17.6 1 282 47.27 38.94 1 408 14.39 83.43 1 352

| Footnotes




"AGENCY OVERALL" information cannot be calculated from component information, and must be entered.

Blank component lines are ignored, but if the component column is filled in, all other editable columns must be filled in. Similarly, all columns on the AGENCY
OVERALL row must be filled in. Values must either be non-negative numeric values, the special value "<1", or the special value "N/A".

VII. B. Processed Requests - Response Time for Perfected Requests in Which Information Was Granted

USCIS 23.29 25.3 1 282 50.69 53.59 1 408 14.39 83.43 1 352

i 24 28 1 181 38 52 1 373 8 12 8 23

| Footnotes




|BIank lines are ignored, but if the component column is filled in, all other editable columns must be filled in. All values must be non-negative integers.

|VII. C. Processed Requests - Response Time in Day Increments - Simple Requests

Footnotes




|BIank lines are ignored, but if the component column is filled in, all other editable columns must be filled in. All values must be non-negative integers.

|VII. C. Processed Requests - Response Time in Day Increments - Complex Requests

4,435| 51,221

Footnotes




|Blank lines are ignored, but if the component column is filled in, all other editable columns must be filled in. All values must be non-negative integers.

|VII. C. Processed Requests - Response Time in Day Increments - Requests Granted Expedited Processing

Footnotes




"AGENCY OVERALL" information cannot be calculated from component information, and must be entered.

Blank lines are ignored, but if the component column is filled in, all other editable columns must be filled in, as well as all 'AGENCY OVERALL' columns. "Number
Pending" columns must contain non-negative integer, or the special value "N/A". "Median" and "Average" columns must contain non-negative decimal numbers,
or the special value "N/A".

VII. D. Pending Requests - All Pending Perfected Requests

USCIS

14.39

20.04

23136

34.25

36.23

114

114

| Footnotes

ST T

30

30

120

34

73




"AGENCY OVERALL" information cannot be calculated from component information, and must be entered.

A component, or the agency overall, may not have ten perfected requests pending. Thus, some columns may be not applicable. In this case, "N/A" should be entered in the "Date of
Receipt" cell, and "0" should be entered in the "Number of Days Pending" cell. However, if a column is used for a valid date, all columns to the right of it must also be filled in with a
valid date. If a date is filled in, the number of days associated with the date must also be filled in. "Number of Days Pending" values must be non-negative integers.

VII. E. Pending Requests - Ten Oldest Pending Perfected Requests

Footnotes

2014-12-11

2014-12-11

2014-12-04

2014-12-03

2014-11-13

2014-11-13

2014-10-20

2014-09-17

2014-08-07

201

201

206

206

221

221

237

260

288




"AGENCY OVERALL" information cannot be calculated from component information, and must be entered.

Blank lines are ignored, but if the component column is filled in, all other editable columns must be filled in, as well as all '"AGENCY
OVERALL' columns.

* "Number Granted" and "Number Denied" columns must contain non-negative integers.

* "Median" and "Average" columns must contain non-negative decimal numbers, or the special value "N/A".

* "Number Adjudicated within Ten Calendar Days" column must contain non-negative integers, or the special value "N/A".

VIII. A. Requests for Expedited Processing

USCIS 10 770 3 4.92 733

o |

| Footnotes

7 98 1 3 100




"AGENCY OVERALL" information cannot be calculated from component information, and must be entered.

Blank lines are ignored, but if the component column is filled in, all other editable columns must be filled in, as well as all
'AGENCY OVERALL' columns.

* "Number Granted" and "Number Denied" columns must contain non-negative integers.

* "Median" and "Average" columns must contain non-negative decimal numbers, or the special value "N/A".

VIII. B. Requests for Fee Waiver

USCIS 174 220 2 4.69

Footnotes




|If the component column is filled in, all other editable columns must be filled in. All values must be non-negative numeric.

|IX. FOIA Personnel and Costs

$20,172,185.25 $504,019.20

Footnotes




If the component column is filled in, the "Total Amount of Fees Collected" column
must also be filled in. The value must be non-negative numeric.

The "Percentage of Total Costs" column is calculated by comparing the Fees Collected
column with Processing Costs from sheet IX.

X. Fees Collected for Processing Requests

$4,000.25

Footnotes




Blank lines are ignored, but if the component column is filled in, all other editable columns must be filled in.
* "Number of Backlogged Requests" column must contain non-negative integers.
* "Number of Backlogged Appeals" column must contain non-negative integers, or the special value "N/A".

XIl. A. Backlogs of FOIA Requests and Administrative Appeals

T T T E—

| Footnotes




Each row represents values for a single component. Enter the component abbreviation, or choose it from the drop-down, then enter values for
that component in the editable columns to the right. Component abbreviations must match those set up on the 'Agency Information' sheet. If
the report is not broken out by component, the agency abbreviation must be entered, which is the only option offered in the drop-down.

Blank lines are ignored, but if the component column is filled in, all other editable columns must be filled in. All values must be non-negative
integers.

Xll. B. Consultations on FOIA Requests - Received, Processed, and Pending Consultations

Footnotes




"AGENCY OVERALL" information cannot be calculated from component information, and must be entered.

A component, or the agency overall, may not have ten consultations pending. Thus, some columns may be not applicable. In this case, "N/A" should be entered in the "Date" cell, and
"0" should be entered in the "Number of Days" cell. However, if a column is used for a valid date, all columns to the right of it must also be filled in with a valid date. If a date is filled
in, the number of days associated with the date must also be filled in. "Number of Days" values must be non-negative integers.

XIl. C. Consultations on FOIA Requests - Ten Oldest Consultations Received from Other Agencies Pending at Your Agency

2014-09-26( 2013-10-31
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 480

Footnotes




If the component column is filled in, all other editable columns must be filled in. All values must be non-negative integers.

The values entered for the current fiscal year must match those entered on sheet V.A.

XIl. D. 1. Comparison of Numbers of Requests from Previous and Current Annual Report

“

| Footnotes




If the component column is filled in, all other editable columns must be filled in. All values

must be non-negative integers.

The values entered for the current fiscal year must match those entered on sheet XII.A.

XIl. D. 2. Comparison of Backlogged Requests from Previous and Current Annual Report

5,026 16,247

USCIS

| Footnotes




If the component column is filled in, all other editable columns must be filled in. All values must be non-negative integers.

The values entered for the current fiscal year must match those entered on sheet VI.A.

XIl. E. 1. Comparison of Numbers of Administrative Appeals from Previous and Current Annual Report

“

| Footnotes




If the component column is filled in, all other editable columns must be filled in. All values

must be non-negative integers.

The values entered for the current fiscal year must match those entered on sheet XII.A.

XIl. E. 2. Comparison of Backlogged Administrative Appeals from Previous and Current Annual Report

*

| Footnotes
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