Pathway to U.S. Citizenship

For an adult immigrant to become a

U.S. citizen, he or she must go through

the process of naturalization. GENERAL

requirements for naturalization call

for the immigrant to:

Demonstrate a basic knowledge
of U.S. history, government,
and civic principles

Demonstrate an ability to
read, write, speak, and
understand basic English

Demonstrate an attachment
to the principles and ideals of
the U.S. Constitution

Have demonstrated
good moral character

Prepare for the Naturalization Test

What should I expect at my naturalization
interview?

At your naturalization interview, you will be required to answer
questions about your application
and background. A USCIS Officer
will test your ability to read,
write, speak, and understand
English (unless you are exempt
from the English requirements).
You will also be given a civics
test in English to test your
knowledge and understanding of
U.S. history and government.

You will be given two
opportunities to take the English
and civics tests and to answer all
questions relating to your Form
N-400, Application for Naturalization,
in English. If you fail any of the tests during your initial
interview, you will be retested on the portion of the test that you
failed (English or civics) between 60 and 90 days from the date
of your initial interview.

Applicants who are age 65 or older and have been a permanent
resident for at least 20 years at the time of filing Form N-400,
Application for Naturalization, are only required to study 20 of the 100
civics test questions for the naturalization test. These questions
are flagged with an asterisk (*) in this brochure.

For information on exceptions or modifications to the English
and civics requirements for naturalization, see “Exceptions and
Accommodations” available at www.uscis.gov/citizenship.

Take an oath of
allegiance to the
United States

Receive a
Certificate of Naturalization

Be at least 18 years old at the time

Have lived within the State or
USCIS District for at least
3 months prior to filing

Study Materials for the Naturalization Test

What study materials are available and how
can I find English language, civics, and/or
citizenship classes?

The USCIS Office of Citizenship has developed a variety of
study materials for the naturalization test. These materials
include Civics Flash Cards, Vocabulary Flash Cards, Learn About
the United States: Quick Civics Lessons, The USCIS Naturalization Interview
and Test video, and translated versions of the 100 civics (history
and government) questions and answers. All materials are
available on the Citizenship Resource Center at www.uscis.gov/
citizenship.

* Learn About the United States: Quick Civics Lessons
As you prepare for U.S. citizenship, this booklet will help you
study for the civics and English portions of the naturalization
test. Learn About the United States contains short lessons based on
each of the 100 civics (history and government) questions
and answers.

* Civics Flash Cards for the Naturalization Test
Another option to help you study is the Civics Flash Cards.
With historical photos and informative captions, the Civics
Flash Cards cover each of the 100 civics (history and
government) questions and answers.

* Vocabulary Flash Cards for the Naturalization Test
These easy-to-use flash cards contain vocabulary words to
help you study for the English reading and writing portions
of the naturalization test.

* The USCIS Naturalization Interview and Test (DVD)
This video provides an overview of the naturalization process
including eligibility requirements, the application process, the
naturalization interview, and the naturalization test.

Other Helpful USCIS Resources

‘ USCIS offers a number of resources
to help you find information on
eligibility and testing requirements,
the application process, and study
materials. You can also learn

more about citizenship rights and
responsibilities and find a free
information session in your area.

N

U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS)

The government agency that oversees lawful immigration to
the United States. Visit this website for information related to
immigration.

WWW.USCis.gov

Citizenship Resource Center
Provides learners, teachers, and organizations with a one-stop
resource for locating citizenship preparation materials.

www.uscis.gov/citizenship

A Guide to Naturalization
Offers a comprehensive overview of the naturalization
application and interview process.

www.uscis.gov/natzguide

Form N-400, Application for Naturalization
Use this form to apply for U.S. citizenship.

www.uscis.gov/n-400

Naturalization Information Sessions

USCIS regularly holds free information sessions for the public
on naturalization eligibility requirements, the naturalization
process, and the naturalization test. Find a session in your area:

www.uscis.gov/citizenshipsessions

;ag¥¢: U.S. Citizenship
4 W: and Immigration
oy Services

of filing the Application for
Naturalization (Form N-400)

Be a lawfully admitted permanent
resident of the United States

At the time of filing the
application, have been a
permanent resident in the
United States for at least
5 years (or for at least
3 years if you meet all
eligibility requirements
to file as a spouse of a

United States citizen)

Have demonstrated
continuous permanent
residence

Have demonstrated
physical presence

% Form N-400: www.uscis.gov/n-400
% USCIS Forms Line: 1 800 870 3676
% USCIS Customer Service: 1 800 375 5283

% Learn more about specific eligibility requirements
for naturalization: www.uscis.gov/citizenship

The Naturalization Test

Overview of Requirements and
Available Resources

U.S. Citizenship
and Immigration
Services

M-685 (rev. 09/16)



JBQWIBAON
1800100
Jaquieldag e
AIN( o

aunf e

Aey o
Aeniqad e
SHLNOW

0°d
OM «  ‘UOIZUIYSEM °
0}« UOJBUIYSEM

9y} - S9lelS pajun -
uo « Ao
10« MIOA MON
ul e OOIX3IA *
aloy e aleme|a( o
10) o epeue)
guunp e eluiol|e)
pue « BYSely o
(NOLLONNA) S30Vv1d
43HI1O0
9SNOH SUYM -
juem . salels/alels
9)OA sJojeuas
Aed . Y3 .
AUYM e S1o0W juapisald «
saxe] e POAI|/SOAI| yooads
Yinos e 9q/sem/sl « JO Wopoaly «
puU02dS sey/aney 99lJ o
pal . 109|9 gey
a|doad « awoo « Anuno) InQ
00T ueo . Jo Jsayied -
/paipuny Say3A SS2J3U0 -
auo Jem [IAID o
auo «  Juingsyuey] e SUaZIIO
yuou « Ae@ snquunjo) e |eudeo «
1SoW Keq JogeT » suelpu|
1s93ie| « Keq ueolawy e
1sdlj «  9dudpuUddapU| « SOIAID
0G /AWl « Aeq Beld -
[11q Jejjop « AeQ |ELIOWSIA »  UOISUIYSEM «
an|q Aeq ujooul
(LN3LNOD) .SluspIsald swepy -
43H10 SAVAIT0H 31d03d

*s01d0] A101SIY pue SOIAID U0 S8SNh00)

1US1U09 By 1881 8y Jo uoiod Sunum ysiidug ayl ul
puNo) SPJOM 3y} || Sululeluod 11| A1ejngqeoson

gunum e sapinoid S10SN ‘eledald siueoldde

djay o] "ysI|3u3 ul a1um 01 AlljIge ue a1eisuowap

0} JOpPJO U] A]1084100 SBOUBIUSS € JO INO T UM

1snw sjuedljddy "seousluss € ueyl aio0w OU SUlLlU0D
1ueoljdde ue 0] palaisiuiwpe 1) SullUm yoe]

Klejnqesop Sunlipn

}sol
SuURMM

/
Yinos «
pUODDS «
g|doad .
duo
ULIoU «
1SOW
Auew e
1so8ie|«  SUINSSHUeY] .
14y« Ae@ snqwinjo) .
lig Jejiop « Aeq sogeT
SJ0]00 » Ae@
(LNFLNOD) ¥3HLO  ®duspuadapuy e
Aeq 8eld «
oM o AeQ |eLIOWBIA e
0] « Aeq
oyl . ,SIUBPISBId
uo « SAVAIT0H
10 .
ul e ‘SNe
alay e S91ElS pajun
104 o BOLIBWY o
B . S3JvV1d
(NOILONNAL) ¥3H10
9SNOH SUYM -
JUeMm . sajels/alels .
9)OA SJ01euas
Aed . W3 .
aweu e luspisaid
100W o JUBWUIBAOG «
POAI| /SOAI| o Anuno)
aq/sem/ale/si « JnQ JO Jayled
sey/oney . Aunoo .
SEEER S$S9J3U0) »
saop/op A0
2WO09D uaznio «
ueo « |eydeo .
sgyan  swsiyjo g .
ge|l uedlIBWY o
AUM o SOIAID
OYM -
QIBYM - uojulysem
USUM * 98109Y) »
1EeUM o ujooul
MOH » weyeiqy .
SQYOM NOLLSIND 31d03d
*s01d0] A101SIY puB SOIAID UO S9SNJ0J JUDU0D
ay] "1s81 8y Jo uonuod Suipeal ysi|gul ayy
Ul puNo} SPJOM 31 || Sululeluod 1Si| Aiejngqeoson
Buipeal e sapinoid S9SN ‘esedaid syuedrdde
djay o] "ysi3u3 ui peas 01 Aljige ue s1e1suowsp
0}l Zpowtoo S9J0Udluas ¢ JO 1IN0 T peal lshw
sjued||ddy "S8ousjuas € uey) alow Ou Sulelu0d
1uedl|dde ue 01 palarsiulwpe 1sa1 guipeal yoe]
\ Alejngesop suipeay

}sal ysijsu3

1S9, uoTyeZI[eInIeN 33 Jo sjudauoduwo))

")jSud}Se ue yum
payiew uaaq aAey jey} suoiysanb ayy

Ajuo Apn3s Aew noA ‘sieak aiow 10 Qg 10}

sajels pajyun ayj jo jyuapisal yuauewad
B uda( aAey pue 13p|o 10 G9 ale hoA H,

‘uonezijeinjeN Joj uoneoljddy ‘00N
w04 uo malnIaul ANjIqidie ayy uunp payse
AllewJou suonsenb 0] siamsue sjuedldde

3y} WoJ4 J22I40 SIOSN dY3 Ag paulwiiep
aq ||Im ys1j3u3g yeads 01 Alljige s,juedljdde uy

Sunjeads

‘solels

palun 8yl Ul 8qu} ueipu] UBDLIDWY BUO SWEN e
¢S931e1S pauun ayl ul ‘T100C

‘TT Jequiardag uo pauaddey JusAs Jofew 1BYM e

*¢,0P "I ‘BUly| JBYINT UILBIA PIP J8UYM
SuoneulwosIp

[eloe) pud 01 Palil JUSWSAOW 1BYM e
¢,S91B1S palun ayl JO ulddu0d

ulew ay) sem 1eym ‘Jepp plod syl suung e
Ul By Sem Jem 1eyp, ‘|esausgd

B Sem JaMoyuas!g ‘luapisald Sem ay 210499 e
¢l Jep PO Ul

1YSY S81L1S PaluN dYl PIP OUM e
Sl Jep pldop pue uoissaldaq

1eaJ5 8y} 3ulNp 1UBPISaId SEM OUM e

&l Jep PUOM SulINp 1UBpISald SemM OUM e
*'S006T 3yl

ul $a1e1S payiun ayl Aq 1y3noy Jem SUO0 sWeN e

uonjewioju| [ea1103siH uepodu|

19430 pue AI0}SIH uesuawy juaddy :9

$0p Auoyjuy "g uesng pip 1eYym e

¢,0p uonewe|ooid uonediouewd ayl pIp 1BUM e
*¢PIP Ujodunn

weyeiqy eyl Sulyy Juepodwi 3UO SeM 1BUM e

“Jep [IAID 8U) 01 P3| 1ey) wiajgqold BUO aweN e
"Yinos ayl pue

UUON 8y} Usamiaq Jem S oyl sweN e
'SO08T 8wl

Ul Sa1e1S payiun ayl Aq 1ysnoy Jem SU0 sWeN e
¢E08T Ul aduel]

woJj Ang sa1e1s pauun ayy pip A1o1aIs) 1eym e

S00S8T -9

*¢IUBPISBI 18Il BYl SBM OUYM o
¢./1UN0Y JNQ JO Jayled, dayl Sl OUM e
¢10) snowey si
uipueld utweluag Suiyy SUO SI 1BYM o
'SJ9YIM
9y} JO BUO dWeN "UolINIsuo) "S'N 8y} Jo
ogessed oy pouoddns siaded 1SI|elopa] Y] e
UM UOIINIIISUOD BYl SEM UBUM e
¢, UOIIUBAUOD
|euoin1iIsuo) ayl 1e pauaddey 18YM o
"93IU] dWeN "S91e1s [eulglo €T aJom alay] e
Jpardope
aouapuadapu| JO uonele|paq ayl Sem Usyp e
¢,9ouapuadapul 10 uonele|oaq ayl 910IM OYM e
$ysiug syl 1ysi s1s1uojod 8y pIp AYM e
¢, SOAB[S Sk P|0S pue eduswWYy 01
uayel sem ajdoad Jo dnou3 1BYM e
JPpanlle sueadoing
a1 24040(Q BOLIBWY Ul PBAIl OYM e
¢ eolswy 01
BWEeD S1SIU0J0D UOSeal SUO S| 1BYM e
aouapuadapu] pue pouad |eluojod :y

K10}SIH uesudwy

é ¢,90INBS OAI09|9S
*¢,SWI0J Xe] swodul
JAoelroowap Jieyy ui

*¢,1UDPISald
$UaZI110 s81e1S paliun
¢9ouelgally jo

¢S91e1S palun

¥ SUSZINO S91LIS PalUN

"Wiay) Jo 3U0 9qlI0Sa( "910A URD OYM Jnoge

JMOU saAneluasalday

x¢S91BIS paliun auyy ul

£S91L1S 8] Jo Jamod 3D S| 1Y "S81e1s

¢lUsWuIan0g |elopay
31 JO Jomod 3UD S| 1BYM "JUSWIUIBAOS |eIapa)

¢Mou

BUj} 10} J91SIZa) UBW [|B ISNW UBYM o

|eJapa) Ul puas ued NoA Aep 1se| dyy S| UBYM e
a1edioued ueds suedlIBWY 1Yl SABM OM] 2B 1BUM o
10} 910A 0} 9Q 01 dARY SUDZIIID OP P|O MOH

B oWo0923(q NoA uaym ayew noA asiwoid 3UO S| 1BYM e
93pald 9yl Aes am uaym 01 AjeA0] MOYS aM 0P 1BUM e

3yl Ul SUIAI| UOAIBAS JO S1Y3II OM] aJe 1_UM e
'SUSZINI0 S91L1S pPaluN 404 Ajuo Y31 SUO SWeN e

10} Ajuo s11eyy Aljigisuodsal 3UO SI 1BYM e
UoIINIISU0) By} 01 SJUBWPUBWE N0 dle dI8Y] e
saljjiqisuodsay pue sysIY :9

10 8SNOH 9y1 10 Jayeads ayl JO sweu a8yl Sl 1BYM o
¢/MOU 1UBpISald ay1 Jo Aued |eonijod ayl SI 1BYM e
solyed |eonijod Jolew OM] ay) ale 1eYM e

%¢,9181S INOA JO |e1ded ayl Sl 1eYM o

MOU 3181S INO0A JO JOUISAOY) 3Y] SI OUM o

ay1 01 8uojaq siamod awos ‘UoiNISUO) JNO Japun e

a1 01 8uojaq siamod awos “‘UoiNISU0) JNO Japun e

L 181G PalUN Y1 JO INSN[ JOIYD dUL S| OUM e

'SAepl|loy "S’ |euoieu OM] SWeN e
¢ Ae@ aouspuadapu| 91210392 dM Op USYM o
sAepljoH :J

JWiayiue |euoneu ayy Jo aweu ayl SI 1UM e
%¢,S1e1s 0G aney gej) ay) seop AYM o
¢saduis €T aney 3ej) ayl Saop AYM e

s|joquiAs :g

x¢AUaqIT Jo amels 8yl S| 8IaymM
*¢,S91eIS PaNuN By} Jo [ended ay3 SI JeUM o
"00IXS|\ SJ9pJ0Q 1BY] 91B1S BUO SWEeN e
‘epeue) s1opioq 1.yl 91e1S U0 SWeN e
"A10111J3]1 "S* BUO SWeN e
¢S91e1S pauun syl Jo
1SB0Y) 1SB3 9] UO S| UB3I0 1BUM e
¢S91e1s pauun syl Jo
1SB0D 1S9\ BUl UO S| UB3I0 1BUM o
'S$31€e1S pauun
3U1 Ul SIBALI 1S88U0| OM] BU] JO SUO SWEeN e
AydeiSoay 1y

SJIAID pojei3aju|

~

&UN0)D awaldng ay) uo ale sadnsnl Auew MOH e J

¢S91.1S paluN 8yl Ul UNo2 1saysiy 8yl sl 1BYM

¢0p youelq [ed1pn( 8y} sa0p 1eYM «

Jsuonisod |aAg-1auIge) OM] ale 1BYM e

¢0p 18uIge) s,1uspisaid 8yl S80p 1eYM e

¢Sll1q S801aA OUYM e

¢ SMB| 8W099( 01 S|[Iq SUSIS OYM o

¢Aeiiw ayy Jo Ja1yo Ul Jopuewwio) ayi sl Oym e
¢1UdPISaId SOWO093Q OYM ‘9AIas Ja3uo| ou

ued 1UBPISaId SIIA 9Y1 puB 1USBpPISald dYl Y10q 4
JIUBpISald SoW099q

OUM ‘9AJIBS JS3UO| OU URD 1UdpISald U1 J| e
¢MOU sa1els payun

3U1 JO 1UdpPISald 9IIA dU1 JO SWeU dU) S| 1BUM e
¢ MOU S9181S

pauun syl Jo 1Uspisald ay) JO sweu ay) sl 1eym e

%¢,UBPISdId 10} 910N M 0P YlUOW 1eUYM U] o

¢Sieak Auew moy Joj 1uapisald B 109]0 9 e

¢,S91B1S 410 uey) saAleluasalday
2J0W dABY S9181S SWOS Op AUM e
J1uasaldal 101eUaS "S°'N B S90P OYM e
*aAlelUasalday SN JNoA swep e
¢sieak Auew
MOY 10} dAIleIuUSSaIdaY "S'N B 109|9 9 «
Jsiaquuaw Sunoa
Auew moy sey saAieluasalday JO 9SNOH ayl e
xé,Mou
SJ01BUSS 'S’ S,91L1S UNOA JO BUO S| OYM o
¢SJeak Auew moy J0) J01eUSS "S'N B 109|9 O\
¢919U1 aJe si01euas 'S AuBW MOH e
%¢,8S213U0) "S'N 9yl JO sued OM] ay) ale 1M e
¢SME| |BIapa) sayewl OUM e
Jyoueiq 9AIIN09Xa 8yl JO 93Jeyd Ul SI OYM e

éInHamod 00} 3ulwodaq woly
1UBWUIBA03 JO youelq 3UO SA01S 1BUYM o

+"1UBWIUIBA0S 81 Jo Led 1o youelq SUO SWEeN e
JUSLIUIBA0Y) JO WIB)SAS g

¢«MeJ JO 3|, 3yl S 1BYM o

¥£S91IS PaUUN Yy} Ul
WIB1SAS DILUOU0D3 BY) SI 1BUM o
Juoigijal Jo wopaal) sl 1eYM e
¢9ouapuadapul Jo
uoneseoaqg ayl ul s1ysu OM] a4 18UM e
¢,0p @ouspuadapu] Jo uoneiepaq ayl pIp 18YM e
¢OARY UORNMISUOD BU}
SO0p SjusWpUSBWE AUBW MOH e
*IUBWIPUBWIY 1414 B}
W04} Wopaaly 10 WS 3UO S 1BYM o
$UOINMISUOD By} 0}
SjUBWIpUBWIE U] 1SJIL U] ||2D M 0P 1BUM o
Jluswpuawe ue st 1eym o
$Splom asay)
aJe 1eYyM "UOIINUISUO) By} JO SPIOM 9alU
1SJ1} U1 Ul SI 1USWUISA0S-]|aS 1O eapl ay] e
0P UONNUISUOD SY) S0P 1BUM e
Jpue| ayl Jo me| awaldns ay) SI1BUM e
Koeioowag uesuawy jo sajdiound :y

JUSWIUIBA0D UBdUBWY |

}S9] uoljezijein}eN

"1S91] SOIAID aY}
ssed 0] suoisanb QT ay1 Jo xIs

A1084109 Jamsue 1snw sjueodl|ddy
"MO0|3Q 1S1| 8yl wol) suonsanb QT
01 dn payse aq ||Im 1uedljdde uy

1S9] SOIAID




