As a permanent resident of the United States, you may help a
relative become a lawful permanent resident based on your status.
To do so, you will need to sponsor your relative and be able to prove
that you have enough income or assets to support your relative(s)
when they come to the United States.
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A permanent resident of the United States can file a petition for the
following relatives:

e XKRHETF;

e Unmarried child(ren), regardless of age.

Note: Only U.S. citizens may petition for married children.
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What if my unmarried child marries?

A petition for an unmarried child will be automatically revoked if he
or she marries, since there is no visa category for a married son or
daughter of a permanent resident. However, if you become a U.S.
citizen before your child marries, you can continue the immigration
process by filing a new I-130 visa petition for your child.
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For most relatives, the combination of high demand and the limits
set by law on how many people can immigrate each year means
that they may have to wait several years. When your relative
reaches the front of the line, the U.S. Department of State contacts
your relative and invites him or her to apply for an immigrant visa. If
you are interested in current wait times, see “Visa Bulletins” on the
State Department’s website at www.travel.state.gov/visa.
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No. Your relative’s approved petition gives your relative a place in
line among those waiting to immigrate. It does not give permission
for your relative to live or work in the United States while he or

she is waiting to apply for permanent residence. If he or she enters
or stays without legal status, it will affect his or her eligibility to
become a permanent resident upon reaching his or her place in line
for issuance of a visa.
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Follow the I-130 petition instructions and check our website for any
updates on instructions or fees. Make sure your petition is complete,
signed, and submitted with correct fees. You will need to submit
evidence of your permanent residence, such as a copy of your
Permanent Resident Card (front and back). You will also need to
provide evidence proving your qualifying relationship to each person
for whom you are filing.
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Since processing time depends on a number of factors, it is difficult to
provide a timeframe. You can check our current processing times on
our website. Once you file a relative petition, we will post an updated
estimate of the processing time on the USCIS website.
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