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November 14, 2019 

The Honorable Kenneth T. Cuccinelli II 
Acting Director 
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
20 Massachusetts Avenue NW M.S. 2090 
Washington, D.C. 20529 

Director Cuccinelli: 

We write to express our concern with your recent decision to terminate the Filipino World War II 
Veterans Parole (FWVP) program. Ending this program that allows elderly World War II 
veterans to reunite with their children ends their hope of having family with them to provide 
much-needed care and support. Terminating this program breaks faith with the veterans and 
denies the recognition they deserve for their service. We urge you to reconsider your decision 
and to honor ·'the extraordinary contributions and sacrifices of Fi lipino veterans who fought for 
the United States during World War II" . 

The Philippines was under U.S. control for most of the first half of the 20th century. In December 
1941 , Japan attacked and then occupied the Philippines for the duration of the war. Filipinos who 
fought with U.S. forces were finally granted citizenship in 1990, however their children were 
required to pursue visas through family sponsorship. As a result of immigration backlogs. 
individuals from the Philippines who seek to immigrate to the U.S. can face waits exceeding 20 
years for a family immigrant visa to become available. 

The Filipino World War II Veterans Parole Program was put into place to enable these veterans 
to petition for parole for their family members who have been approved for family immigration 
visas but remain stuck in the backlog. Under the FWVP program, if USC IS determines these 
family members meet the conditions of the program and merit a ·'favorable exercise of 
discretion," it can issue parole so that the family members can come to the U.S. and remain here 
until they are able to adjust status. 

The FWVP program went into effect in June 2016 for an initial period of five years - through 
June 202 1. As ofJune 30, 2019, 648 applications have been submitted and 30 1 have been 
approved. While the number of Filipino World War II veterans who have submitted applications 
under the FWVP program has been modest, the program has had a profound impact on the 
veterans who have been able to reunite with family members. 

Many of the Filipino WWII veterans have passed away. The youngest of the surviving Filipino 
World War II veterans are in their 90s. Only a few thousand Filipino veterans are still alive and 



living in the U.S. They do not have many years remaining to them and their need for care and 
support only grows more urgent as time passes. 

The FWVP program honored the service of these veterans, maintained USCIS oversight, and 
would have been up for renewal in a few years. Therefore, we believe that ending this program 
preemptively is misguided, and would urge you to reconsider this decision. 

Sincerely, 

U.S. Senator Dan Sullivan U.S. Senator Lisa Murkowski 



The Honorable Dan Sullivan 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Senator Sullivan: 

December 16, 2019 

Thank you for your November 14, 2019 letter. 

U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 
Office of the Director (MS 2000) 
Washington, DC 20529-2000 

U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration 
Services 

I appreciate your interest in the termination of the categorical parole program known as 
the Filipino World War II Veteran's Parole (FWVP) Program. Section 212(d)(5)(A) of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (INA) confers upon the Secretary of Homeland Security the 
discretionary authority to parole applicants for admission into the United States "temporarily 
under such conditions as the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) may prescribe only on a 
case-by-case basis for urgent humanitarian reasons or significant public benefit," even where the 
applicant is inadmissible. U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) is committed to 
exercising its parole authority in accordance with section 212(d)(5)(A) of the INA. 

As you noted in your letter, on January 25, 2017, President Trump issued Executive 
Order (E.O.) 13767, Border Security and Immigration Enforcement Improvements, which 
required improvements to border security and immigration enforcement. Section 11 ( d) of the 
E.O. requires the Secretary of Homeland Security to "take appropriate action to ensure that 
parole authority under section 212(d)(5) of the INA (8 U.S.C. 1182(d)(5)) is exercised only on a 
case-by-case basis in accordance with the plain language of the statute, and in all circumstances 
only when an individual demonstrates urgent humanitarian reasons or a significant public benefit 
derived from such parole." Pursuant to E.O.13767, USCIS is conducting a review of its 
categorical parole programs established under previous administrations to determine whether the 
programs were an appropriate exercise of this parole authority. USCIS has determined that this 
program is inconsistent with the statutory case-by-case parole authority. Nevertheless, 
individual applicants may be able to request parole into the United States based on humanitarian 
or significant public benefit reasons, consistent with the plain language of the statute and 
pursuant to the guidelines that USCIS has published on its website. 

Regarding your request that DHS rescind its decision to terminate the FWVP program, 
USCIS hopes that you will consider addressing this issue through the legislative process. Please 
know that USCIS would be available to offer our technical assistance to your office to this end. 

www.uscis.gov 



The Honorable Dan Sullivan 
Page 2 

Thank you again for your letter and interest in this important issue. Senator Lisa 
Murkowski, who co-signed your letter will receive separate, identical responses. Should you 
require any additional assistance, please have your staff contact the USCIS Office of Legislative 
and Intergovernmental Affairs at (202) 272-1940. 

Respectfully, 

Mark R. Kaumans 
Deputy Director 
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