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LRIF and DED Liberian Engagement – Q&A 
July 21, 2021  
 

1. What is the current breakdown for MN, PA, MD, and NY of the (1) total number of 
applicants, (2) applications approved, (3) applications denied, and (4) applications 
still pending?  
 

While our current reports do not contain state-specific data showing this 
information for this presentation, as of April 2021, USCIS has received 3,395 
applications for adjustment of status based on LRIF. Of these, USCIS has: 
a. Approved 649 applications. 
b. Denied 114 applications; and, 
c. 2,632 applications are still pending.  

 
2. I am citizen of Liberia and living in USA on F1 status.  I want to apply for LRIF, but it 

says to be eligible you must be in United States beginning nonmember 2014, however 
I arrived in august 2017. My question is am I eligible to apply arriving 2017.  
 
Eligible Liberian principal applicants must demonstrate to USCIS that they have 
maintained continuous physical presence in the United States from on or before Nov. 
20, 2014 until the date they properly file a Form I-485 based on LRIF. However, certain 
family members (spouses, children, and unmarried sons or daughters 21 years of age 
or older) of principal Liberian applicants may also apply to adjust status based on 
LRIF. Family members are not required to demonstrate continuous physical presence; 
that requirement is only for the Liberian principal applicant.   
 

3. Why aren’t birth certificates sufficient as evidence of citizenship?   
 
USCIS evaluates any and all evidence provided by an applicant, including their 
testimony during an interview, in order to evaluate their Liberian nationality.  Liberian 
birth certificates alone are not sufficient to demonstrate nationality or citizenship. 
Under the Liberian Constitution and laws, birth in Liberia is not sufficient to guarantee 
Liberian nationality/citizenship. Since the Liberian constitution and laws restrict 
Liberian nationality/citizenship to individuals of only one ethnic background, a person 
born in Liberia of a different ethnic background would not be a national/citizen of 
Liberia at birth and is ineligible for nationality/citizenship through naturalization. For 
this reason, while USCIS considers a birth certificate as secondary evidence of Liberian 
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nationality/citizenship when accompanied by other evidence, a birth certificate alone 
would be insufficient to establish Liberian nationality/citizenship. 
 
USCIS also notes that there are a number of acts that can cause a Liberian to lose 
Liberian nationality/citizenship, and prior to December 2019 this loss of citizenship 
was generally automatic without a requirement for action on the part of the 
government. For this reason, older or expired primary or secondary evidence of 
nationality/citizenship would be insufficient, on its own, to establish that an applicant 
for adjustment of status under LRIF remains a national/citizen of Liberia. 
 

4. If a LRIF principal applicant does not have primary evidence of Liberian nationality 
(but does have secondary evidence), must they submit a written explanation as to 
why they do not have primary evidence? Must they submit a document from the 
Liberian government explaining why primary evidence does not exist or is 
unavailable? 
 
If an applicant submits secondary evidence, they must demonstrate that primary 
evidence is unavailable or does not exist. The unavailability or absence of primary 
evidence can be demonstrated in many ways. While an explanation is required, the 
explanation can be provided in writing or in-person during an interview. A document 
from the Liberian government is not required but may be submitted. 
 

5. I got a denial because I do not have a birth certificate at the time, but I submit an 
affidavit of birth is there any way to reverse that without filing a motion to reopen or 
reconsider? 
 
There is no appeal of a denied LRIF adjustment of status application. Applicants may 
file a motion to reopen or reconsider or file a new application. 
 

6. Can you speak a little bit about the LRIF Adjustment interviews? Will every applicant 
be scheduled for an LRIF Adjustment interview with a USCIS officer?  
 
Applicants should plan to attend an in-person interview at a field office. The interview 
enables USCIS to verify important information about the applicant to determine 
eligibility for adjustment. During the interview, the officer verifies that the applicant 
understood the questions on the application and provides the applicant with an 
opportunity to revise any answers completed incorrectly or that have changed since 
filing the application. However, officers may decide to waive an interview for 
applicants who are clearly ineligible and deny those applications. For more 
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information, see the USCIS Policy Manual, Volume 7, Adjustment of Status, Chapter 5, 
Interview Guidelines. 

 
7. Some applicants submitted their LRIF applications with their medical reports and 

found that the reports were missing at their scheduled interview (or the officer did not 
receive the medical reports). How is USCIS handling these situations? 
 
USCIS would issue a request for evidence (RFE) in case of a missing Form I-693. 

 
8. Recently the Supreme Court ruled on Adjustment of Status based on TPS who entered 

without inspection making them ineligible to apply for INA 245a. Does that apply to 
Liberians or former Liberians? 
 
The Supreme Court's decision in Sanchez v. Mayorkas does not affect eligibility for 
adjustment of status under LRIF. 
 

9. For the DED do you fill out the same form for the LRIF? 
 
There is no form for DED; if you are eligible based on the terms of the president’s 
directive, then you are covered by DED - whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-
actions/2021/01/20/reinstating-deferred-enforced-departure-for-liberians/. To obtain 
an employment authorization document based on DED, you should file Form I-765, 
Application for Employment Authorization. 
 

10. Does LRIF allow one to become a citizen of the United States, if so, at what point does 
that happens to be a citizen under the LRIF? 
 
LRIF does not automatically provide an applicant U.S. citizenship. LRIF is a program to 
allow eligible applicants to adjust to lawful permanent resident status, or in other 
words, obtain a Green Card, which is a step towards becoming a citizen. LRIF has a 
rollback provision which makes some individuals eligible to file the N-400, Application 
for Naturalization, upon the Form I-485 approval. For more information, see 
uscis.gov/citizenship/learn-about-citizenship/citizenship-and-naturalization. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.uscis.gov/policy-manual/volume-7-part-a-chapter-5
https://www.uscis.gov/policy-manual/volume-7-part-a-chapter-5
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/20/reinstating-deferred-enforced-departure-for-liberians/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/20/reinstating-deferred-enforced-departure-for-liberians/
https://www.uscis.gov/citizenship/learn-about-citizenship/citizenship-and-naturalization
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11. How do we submit a service request for an application that's delayed beyond the LRIF 
processing time but not beyond posted 485 processing times? 
 
To check the status of any application, including a Form I-485 or I-765 based on LRIF, 
we recommend going to the Check Status Online page on the USCIS Web site. See: 
egov.uscis.gov/casestatus/landing.do. 
 
If your application or petition is currently within the posted processing times for Form 
I-485, an inquiry may not be created. 
 
If you have other questions regarding your application or petition, contact USCIS 
Contact Center at 1-800-375-5283 or 1-800-767-1833 (TTY). 
 

12. Do think there is going to be another extension? 
 
Only Congress can authorize an additional extension of the filing period for LRIF. 
 

13. If USCIS determines a waiver is needed due to inadmissibility, will an RFE be issued to 
allow the opportunity to submit the waiver? 
 
Yes, if USCIS identifies an inadmissibility ground and the LRIF applicant is eligible to 
file for a waiver, USCIS will issue a request for evidence for a Form I-601. 
 

14. Can an applicant for LRIF be denied without an interview? 
 
Yes. If an applicant is clearly ineligible, USCIS will deny the application without an 
interview. This is consistent with adjustment of status interview policy. For more 
information, see the USCIS Policy Manual, Volume 7, Adjustment of Status, Chapter 5, 
Interview Guidelines. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://egov.uscis.gov/casestatus/landing.do
https://www.uscis.gov/contactcenter
https://www.uscis.gov/contactcenter
https://www.uscis.gov/policy-manual/volume-7-part-a-chapter-5
https://www.uscis.gov/policy-manual/volume-7-part-a-chapter-5
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15. Who are those that qualify as family members? Please elaborate. Are brothers and 
sisters of the principal applicant eligible? Do they have to be under a certain age or 
unmarried/married?  
 
The following family members of a LRIF principal applicant may qualify to file under 
LRIF: 
 
Spouse, children (unmarried and under 21), and unmarried sons or daughters 21 years 
of age or older who currently reside in the United States. 
Brothers and sisters of LRIF principal applicants are not eligible to apply for LRIF 
adjustment of status as family members. However, if a LRIF principal applicant 
naturalizes and becomes a U.S. citizen, the citizen may petition for the brother or 
sister at that time using Form I-130, Petition for Alien Relative.  
 

16. Are people with Lawful Permanent Residence Status through LRIF sponsored? Can 
you provide me with the LPR card COA codes that people with LRIF will have so that I 
can give workers clear direction about who is not sponsored?  
 
LRIF applicants are not subject to the public charge ground of inadmissibility 
contained at INA 212(a)(4) and are not “sponsored” in that they are not required to 
have a Form I-864, Affidavit of Support Under Section 213A of the INA submitted on 
their behalf. 
 
The following are the codes of admission for approved LRIF applicants (also found in 
Volume 7, Adjustment of Status, Part P, Other Adjustment Programs, Chapter 5, 
Liberian Refugee Immigration Fairness, Section E, Adjudication, Subsection 2, 
Approvals). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.uscis.gov/policy-manual/volume-7-part-p-chapter-5#S-E-2
https://www.uscis.gov/policy-manual/volume-7-part-p-chapter-5#S-E-2
https://www.uscis.gov/policy-manual/volume-7-part-p-chapter-5#S-E-2
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Classes of Applicants and Codes of Admission 

Liberian national as described in Section 7611(c)(1)(A) of the 
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2020 (NDAA 
2020) who has adjusted status under LRIF 

LR6 

Spouse of Liberian national as described in Section 
7611(c)(1)(A) of NDAA 2020 who has adjusted status under 
LRIF 

LR7 

Child of Liberian national as described in Section 7611(c)(1)(A) 
of NDAA 2020 who has adjusted status under LRIF 

LR8 

Unmarried son or daughter of Liberian national as described 
in Section 7611(c)(1)(A) of NDAA 2020 who has adjusted status 
under LRIF 

LR9 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 


