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3 103.5(a)(l)(i). 

#Otdr& 
(- erry Rhew 
I$ Chief, Administrative Appeals Office 



Page 2 

DISCUSSION: The employment-based immigrant visa petition was denied by the Director, 
California Service Center, and is now before the Administrative Appeals Office (AAO) on appeal. 
The appeal will be summarily dismissed. 

The petitioner is a church. It seeks to classify the beneficiary as a special immigrant religious 
worker pursuant to section 203(b)(4) of the Immigration and Nationality Act (the Act), 8 U.S.C. 
5 1153(b)(4), to perform services as a lay speaker, Sunday school teacher and choir member. The 
director determined that, because the beneficiary had not been in a lawful immigration status 
during the two years immediately preceding the petition, the petitioner had not established that 
the beneficiary had worked continuously in a qualifying religious occupation or vocation for two 
full years immediately preceding the filing of the visa petition. 

On appeal, the petitioner states that the beneficiary is an asset to the church, where he "has been - - 
instrumental in bonding our Youth understanding -and our faith and- 

. "  The petitioner submits a letter in support of the appeal. 

Section 203(b)(4) of the Act provides classification to qualified special immigrant religious workers 
as described in section 101 (a)(27)(C) of the Act, 8 U.S.C. 5 1 101(a)(27)(C), which pertains to an 
immigrant who: 

(i) for at least 2 years immediately preceding the time of application for 
admission, has been a member of a religious denomination having a bona fide 
nonprofit, religious organization in the United States; 

(ii) seeks to enter the United States - 

(I) solely for the purpose of carrying on the vocation of a minister of that 
religious denomination, 

(11) before September 30, 2012, in order to work for the organization at the 
request of the organization in a professional capacity in a religious 
vocation or occupation, or 

(111) before September 30,2012, in order to work for the organization (or 
for a bona fide organization which is affiliated with the religious 
denomination and is exempt from taxation as an organization described in 
section 501 (c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986) at the request of 
the organization in a religious vocation or occupation; and 

(iii) has been carrying on such vocation, professional work, or other work 
continuously for at least the 2-year period described in clause (i). 

The regulation at 8 C.F.R. 5 204.5(m) provides that to be eligible for classification as a special 
immigrant religious worker, the alien must: 



(4) Have been working in one of the positions described in paragraph (m)(2) of 
this section, either abroad or in lawful immigration status in the United States, and 
after the age of 14 years continuously for at least the two-year period immediately 
preceding the filing of the petition. 

The petitioner did not address this issue on appeal or submit documentation to counter the director's 
finding regarding the beneficiary's immigration status during the two years immediately preceding 
the filing of the petition. 

The regulation at 8 C.F.R. 8 103.3(a)(l)(v) states, in pertinent part: 

An officer to whom an appeal is taken shall summarily dismiss any appeal when 
the party concerned fails to identify specifically any erroneous conclusion of 
law or statement of fact for the appeal. 

The petitioner has failed to identify specifically any erroneous conclusion of law or a statement of 
fact in this proceeding; therefore, the appeal must be summarily dismissed. 

ORDER: The appeal is summarily dismissed. 


