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DISCUSSION: The Director, California Service Center, denied the employment-based nonimmigrant 
visa petition. The matter is now before the Administrative Appeals Office (AAO) on appeal. The AAO 
will summarily dismiss the appeal. 

The petitioner is a Buddhist temple. It seeks to classify the beneficiary as a nonimmigrant religious 
worker under section 101(a)(15)(R)(1) of the Immigration and Nationality Act (the Act), 8 U.S.C. 
§ 1101(a)(15)(R)(l), to perform services as a monk. The director determined that, because the 
beneficiary was present in the United States without lawful nonimmigrant status, he did not qualify for 
the classification sought. 

8 C.F.R. § 103.3(a)(1)(v) states, in pertinent part, "[a]n officer to whom an appeal is taken shall 
summarily dismiss any appeal when the party concerned fails to identify specifically any erroneous 
conclusion of law or statement of fact for the appeal." 

On the Form I-290B Notice of Appeal, an official of the petitioning organization discusses the 
requirements for the position sought; an explanation of the monks' vows of poverty; and asserts that the 
beneficiary "plays an important role in ... various religious ceremonies." The petitioner does not, 
however, address or dispute the stated reason for the denial of the petition. The petitioner submits 
copies of entry documents which confirm that the beneficiary's nonimmigrant status expired in 2006. 

Because the petitioner has failed to identify specifically an erroneous conclusion of law or a statement 
of fact as a basis for the appeal, the AAO must summarily dismiss the appeal. 

ORDER: The appeal is dismissed. 


