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DISCUSSION: The Director, Vermont Service Center, denied the nonimmigrant visa petition and the
matter is now before the Administrative Appeals Office (AAO) on appeal. The appeal will be rejected.

The petitioner seeks nonimmigrant classification under section 101(a)(15)(U) of the Immigration and
Nationality Act (“the Act”), 8 U.S.C. § 1101(a)(15)(U), as an alien victim of certain qualifying
criminal activity.

The director denied the petition on November 14, 2008. On December 17, 2008, an attorney submitted
a Form I-290B, Notice of Appeal. The Form 1-290B was signed by the attorney and submitted with a
Form G-28, Notice of Appearance as Attorney, which was not signed by the petitioner. On March 5,
2009, the AAO notified the attorney that the Form G-28 was invalid and requested that he submit a
properly executed Form G-28 signed by the petitioner within seven days. To date, the AAO has
received no response from the attorney.

An appeal may only be filed by an affected party. 8 C.F.R. § 103.3(a)(2)(i). An affected party is the
person or entity with legal standing in a proceeding. 8 C.F.R. § 103.3(a)(1)(iii)(B). An affected
party may be represented by an attorney in accordance with 8 C.F.R. § 292. Id. However, a notice of
appearance entered in petition proceedings must be signed by the petitioner to authorize
representation in order for the appearance to be recognized by U.S. Citizenship and Immigration
Services (USCIS). 8 C.F.R. § 292.4(a). An appeal filed by an attorney without a properly executed
Form G-28 is considered improperly filed. 8 C.F.R. § 103.3(a)(2)(v)(A)(2). An appeal filed by a
person not entitled to do so must be rejected. 8 C.F.R. § 103.3(a)(2)}(v)(A)({).

The attorney is unauthorized to represent the petitioner in these proceedings because the petitioner
did not sign the Form G-28. The attorney signed the Form I-290B even though he was not
authorized to represent the petitioner and has no legal standing in these proceedings. Consequently,
the appeal was improperly filed and must be rejected.

ORDER: The appeal is rejected.



