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Date: NOV 0 6 2013 Office: COLUMBUS, OH 

IN RE: Applicant: 

U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
U.S. Citizenship and lmm.igration Service 
Administrative Appeals Office (AAO) 
20 Massachusetts Ave .. N.W., MS ~090 
Washinuton. DC 20529-2090 · 

U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration 
Services 

FILE: 

APPLICATION: Application for Certificate of Citizenship onder Section 320 of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act; 8 U.S.C. § 1431. 

ON BEHALF OF APPLICANT: 

SELF~ REPRESENTED 

INSTRUCTiONS: 

Enclosed please find the decision of the Administrative Appeals Office (AAO) in yo1,1r cas~. 
This is a non-precedent decision. The AAO does not announce new constructions of law nor 
establish agency policy through non-precedent decisions. 

Th 

Ron Rosenberg 
Chief, Administrative Appeals Office 

www .uscis.go'' 
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DISCUSSION: The application was denied by the Field Office Director, Colwnbus, Ohio, aild 
the matter is now before the Administrative Appeals Office (AAO) on appeal. The appeal will 
be sustained. 

The record reflects.that the applicant was born on Novem.ber '27, 1995 in K.enya. the applicanfs 
patents are The applicanf s father became a 
U.S. cili,zen. upon W.s n.atl.Jralization (,)ll J~e 1, 2012; when the applicant was 16 yeats old. The 
applicant's cmoth¢r is not a u.s.. citizen. The aPPliC@t, a Sorp.c:lJ} refugee, WaS admitted to the 
United States as laWful pefrtlanertt resident as <>f October 19, 2006, when she . was ten years old. 
the applicant seeks a certificate of citizenship claiming that she acquired u.s. citiZenship upon 
her father's mitura.lization pursl]ant to section 320 of the Immigration an<J Nationality Act {the 
Act), 8U.S.C. §:1431, as amended by the Child Citizenship Act of2000 (the CCA), :P\Jb. L. No. 
106-395, 114 Stat. 1631 (Oct. 30, 2000). 

The field office director denied. the application finding that the applicant had failed to provide a 
birth certificate to establish that she w~ the child · of a U>S. citizen. On at>oeal. the aoolicant 
su.bmlts ·a Birth Notifi:c~tion, issued by the 

where the applicant was born. 

· The AAO review~ these pfocee<:lings de novo. See Soltane v. DOJ, 381 F.3d 143, 145 (3d Cir . 
.2004). The applicable law for derivative citizenship purpo,ses is "the law in·· effect a.t the time the 
critical events giving rise to eligibility occurred." See Minasyan v. Gonzales, 401 F.3d 1069, 
1075 (9th Cit:. 2005). · The applicant wa5 under 18 years of age on the effective date of the CCA, 
February 27; 2001, Thus, section 320 of the Act, as amended . by the CCA, i.s ;:tpplica.ble to her 
. .- . _, . 

Section 320 of the Act provides, in pertinent part, that 

(1:1) A child born outside of the United States automatically becomes a citizen 
of the United States when. ~l of the following conditions have been 
fulfilled: 

(1) 

(2) 
(3) 

At least one patent of the child is a citizen of the United State~, 
whether by birth or naturalization. 
The chlld.is under the age of eighteen years. 
The child is residing ·in the United State~ in the legal and physical 
custody of the citizen parent pursuant to a lawful adllli$sion for 
pe1J11anent residence. ' 

. ' . ' ' 

The record indicates that the applicant was admitted to the·United Stat~~ a.;s a l~wfuJ perm~ent 
· r~~id~J:lt a.nd that her father naturalized prior to her eighteenth birthday. The record, by a 
preponderance of the evid~nce, indicates th~t the applicant immigrated with her parents and has 
been residh1g with the~ since. See· e.g. Housing Authority Voucher, The AAO fmd~ th~t the 
appli~ant autom~t.i~ally ·acquired U.S. citizenship .upon her father's naturaliZation tlhder section 
320of the Act 
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In application proceedings, it is the applicant's burden to establish eligibility for the immigration 
benefit sought. Section 291 of the Act, 8 U.S.C. § 1361. Hete, that burden has been met. · 

ORDER: The appeal is sustained. The matter is returned to the Columbus Field Office for 
isstmnce of a certificate of citizenship. · 


