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DISCUSSION: The Form N-600, Application for Certificate of Citizenship (Form N-600) was
denied by the Field Office Director, Phoenix, Arizona (the director), and the matter is now before the
Administrative Appeals Office (AAO) on appeal. The appeal will be dismissed.

The record reflects that the applicant was born in Croatia on June 10, 1992, to married parents. The
applicant was admitted into the United States as a lawful permanent resident on February 2, 2000,
when he was seven years old. His mother became a naturalized U.S. citizen on May 24, 2011, when
the applicant was 18 years old. His father is not a U.S. citizen. The applicant seeks a certificate of
citizenship pursuant to section 320 of the Immigration and Nationality Act (the Act), 8 U.S.C.
§ 1431, based on the claim that he derived U.S. citizenship through his mother.

In a decision dated April 25, 2013, the director determined that the applicant was ineligible for
citizenship under section 320 of the Act, because he was 18 when his mother became a naturalized
U.S. citizen. The application was denied accordingly.

On appeal, the applicant concedes that he was 18 at the time of his mother’s naturalization as a U.S.
citizen. He contends, however, that he is eligible for a certificate of citizenship.

The AAO conducts appellate review on a de novo basis. See Soltane v. DOJ, 381 F.3d 143, 145 (3d.
Cir. 2004). The entire record was reviewed and considered in rendering a decision on the appeal.

A person may only obtain citizenship in strict compliance with the statutory requirements imposed
by Congress. INS v. Pangilinan, 486 U.S. 875 (1988). Where an applicant has failed to establish
statutory eligibility for U.S. citizenship, a certificate of citizenship cannot be issued. See Fedorenko
v. U.S., 449 U.S. 490, 506 (1981).

Section 320(a) of the Act provides, in pertinent part, that:

A child born outside of the United States automatically becomes a citizen of the
United States when all of the following conditions have been fulfilled:

(D At least one parent of the child is a citizen of the United States, whether
by Dbirth or naturalization.

(2) The child is under the age of eighteen years.

3) The child is residing in the United States in the legal and physical
custody of the citizen parent pursuant to a lawful admission for
permanent residence.

In the present matter, it is uncontested that the applicant was 18 years old when his mother became a
naturalized U.S. citizen. The applicant therefore does not meet the age requirements set forth in
section 320(a)(2) of the Act.
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The regulation at 8 C.F.R. § 341.2(c) provides that the burden of proof shall be on the claimant to
establish his or her claimed citizenship by a preponderance of the evidence. In the present matter,
the applicant has failed to meet his burden of proof. The appeal will therefore be dismissed.’

ORDER: The appeal is dismissed.

' The present decision is without prejudice to the applicant’s filing a Form N-400, Application for Naturalization
pursuant to section 316 of the Act, 8 U.S.C. § 1427, if eligible.



