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Non-Precedent Decision of the 
Administrative Appeals Office 

DATE: MAR. 30,2016 

MOTION ON ADMINISTRATIVE APPEALS OFFICE DECISION 

APPLICATION: FORM N-600, APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE OF CITIZENSHIP 

The Applicant, a native and citizen of Mexico, seeks a Certificate of Citizenship. See Immigration 
and Nationality Act (the Act) § 301, 8 U.S.C. § 1401 (1977) (amended by Pub. L. No. 95-432, 92 
Stat. 1046 (1978)). The Director, Dallas, Texas, Field Office, denied the application. We dismissed 
the appeal. The matter is now before us on a motion to reconsider. The motion will be denied. 

On April 10, 2014, the Director denied the Applicant's Form N-600, Application for Certificate of 
Citizenship, finding that the Applicant did not acquire citizenship at birth because she did not 
establish that her U.S. citizen father legitimated her or acknowledged paternity of the Applicant in 
writing under oath, or that the Applicant's paternity was established by adjudication of a competent 
court. We dismissed the Applicant's appeal on July 17, 2015, affirming that the evidence the 
Applicant submitted was insufficient to demonstrate that she was legitimated or acknowledged by 
her father before she turned 18 years of age, under the law of either the Applicant's or her father's 
domicile, as required in section 309(a)(4) of the Act. 

On motion, the Applicant concedes that her father did not acknowledge her on the birth record 
pursuant to the provisions of the Civil Code, the law of her domicile. The Applicant 
asserts, however, that she nevertheless meets the acknowledgement requirement of section 
309(a)(4)(B) of the Act, because her father supported her financially, through money orders sent 
through the United States postal service, and acknowledged her as his child before his family in the 
United States. The Applicant states that for this reason we should reconsider our decision to dismiss 
the Applicant's appeal. 

Section 309( a)( 4) of the Act provides that to establish acquisition of citizenship under former section 
301(a)(7) of the Act, a person born out of wedlock to a U.S. citizen father and a foreign national 
mother must, in addition to other requirements, satisfy certain conditions regarding paternity while 
the person is under the age of 18. Specifically, pursuant to section 309(a)( 4) of the Act, the person 
must show, in part, that: 

(A) the person is legitimated under the law of the person's residence or domicile, 

(B) the father acknowledges paternity of the person in writing under oath, or 



(b)(6)

Matter of E-Y-G-

(C) the paternity of the person is established by adjudication of a competent court. 

In the present matter, the evidence does not establish, and the Applicant does not contend, that she 
was legitimated under the laws of the State of , Mexico, as provided in section 
309(a)(4)(A) of the Act. Furthermore, the Applicant does not assert, nor does the evidence show, 
that the Applicant's paternity was established by adjudication of a competent court, as provided in 
section 309(a)(4)(C) ofthe Act. 

The Applicant asserts, however, that the documentation she submitted shows that she meets the 
acknowledgement condition in section 309(a)( 4)(B) of the Act. This evidence consists of four 
affidavits from the Applicant's mother, aunt, and two of the Applicant's half-siblings. The 
Applicant's mother and aunt attest that they received money from the Applicant's father for her 
support and that the Applicant's father acknowledged her as his daughter. The Applicant's half
siblings state that they knew they had a sister in Mexico and no one disputed that the Applicant was 
their father's child. The Applicant avers that the fact that her father acknowledged her before his 
family members in the United States and sent money to support her is sufficient to satisfy the 
requirement of section 309(a)(4)(B) of the Act regarding acknowledgement of paternity. However, 
section 309(a)(4)(B) ofthe Act mandates that the acknowledgement of a child be done in writing and 
under oath. The Applicant does not submit such evidence, but suggests that she has met this 
requirement because her mother and aunt provided written statements under oath attesting to the 
paternity. However, section 309(a)( 4)(B) of the Act requires a child's father to make a written 
acknowledgement of paternity under oath in order to transmit citizenship to his child. See Nguyen v. 
INS, 533 U.S. 53, 71 (2001). The Applicant does not submit any other documentation to show that 
an informal acknowledgment of a child before family members and financial support of the child are 
sufficient to satisfy the "acknowledgement" provision in section 309( a)( 4 )(B) of the Act. 

In light of the above, we conclude that the Applicant has not demonstrated that she was legitimated, 
acknowledged by her father in writing under oath, or that her paternity was established by 
adjudication of a competent court. Therefore, the Applicant has not proven eligibility for acquisition 
of U.S. citizenship at birth from her father under former section 301(a)(7) of the Act. 

It is the Applicant's burden to establish the claimed citizenship by a preponderance of the evidence. 
Section 34l(a) of the Act, 8 U.S.C. § 1452(a); 8 C.P.R. § 341.2(c). Here, that burden has not been 
met. 

ORDER: The motion to reconsider is denied. 
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