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Non-Precedent Decision of the 
Administrative Appeals Office 

DATE: SEPT. 12,2016 

MOTION ON ADMINJSTRA TIVE APPEALS OFFICE DECISION 

APPLICATION: FORM N-600, APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE OF CITIZENSHIP 

The Applicant, a native and citizen of Mexico, seeks a Certificate of Citizenship. See Immigration 
and Nationality Act (the Act) section 301(a)(7)1

, 8 U.S.C. § 1401(a)(7), amended by Act of October 
10, 1978, Pub. L. No. 95-432, 92 Stat. 1046. 

The Field Office Director, Harlingen, Texas, denied the application finding that the Applicant did 
not establish the claimed U.S. citizenship. We dismissed the Applicant's appeal. 

The matter is now before us on a motion. to reopen and a motion to reconsider. We will deny the 
motions as untimely filed. 

The regulation at 8 C.F.R. § 341.5(e) states that after an application for a Certificate of Citizenship 
has been denied and the appeal time has run, a second application submitted by the same individual 
shall be rejected and the applicant shall be instructed to file a motion to reopen or a motion to 
reconsider the denial of the first application.2 The official having jurisdiction over the motion to 
reopen or reconsider is the official who made the latest decision in the proceeding. See 8 C.F.R. 
§ 103.5(a)(l)(ii). 

We rendered our decision on appeal on December 14, 2006. We therefore have jurisdiction over the 
motions. The regulation at 8 C.F.R. § 103.5(a)(l)(i) requires that a motion to reopen or reconsider a 
proceeding must be filed within 30 days of the underlying decision, and that a motion to reopen must 
be filed within 30 days except that failure to file a motion during this period may be excused when 
the applicant has demonstrated that the delay.was reasonable and beyond the control ofthe applicant. 

Whenever a person has the right or is required to do some act within a prescribed period after the 
service of a notice upon him and the notice is served by mail, 3 days shall be added to the prescribed 
period. Service by mail is complete upon mailing. 8 C.F.R. § 103.8(b). Pursuant to 8 C.F.R. 
§ 103.5(a)(4), a motion that does not meet applicable requirements shall be dismissed. 

1 Section 30l'(a)(7) ofthe Act was re-designated as section 301(g), 8 U.S.C. § 1401(g), by the Act of October 10, 1978, 
but its requirements remained the same after the re-designation until 1986. 
2 A motion to reopen or a motion to reconsider the denied Form N-600, Application for Certificate of Citizenship, may 
be filed at any time. 
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The motions were received on June 8, 2016, more than 9 years after the date of our deCision. While 
the Applicant has stated that the delay in requesting reconsideration was through no fault of his own 
and beyond his control, the Applicant has not submitted evidence to corroborate this statement. The 
Applicant has not claimed that the delay was reasonable. Therefore, the motions are untimely and 
must be denied. 

It is the Applicant's burden to establish the claimed citizenship by a preponderance of the evidence. 
Section 341(a) of the Act, 8 U.S.C. § 1452(a); 8 C.F.R. § 341.2(c). That burden has not been met 
since the motions were not filed within the allotted time period. 

ORDER: The motions are denied as untimely, and the matter returned to the Field Office 
Director, Harlingen, Texas. If the Director determines that the requirements for a 
motion to reopen or a motion to reconsider the denied Form N-600 have been met, the 
motion, or motions, shall be granted and a new decision will be issued. 
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