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The Applicant, who was born to married parents in the Bahamas in 1965, see]<.s a Certificate of 
Citizenship indicating she acquired U.S. citizenship at birth from her father. See Immigration and 
Nationality Act (the Act) former section 301(a)(7), 8 U.S.C. § 1401(a)(7), amended by Act of 
October 10, 1978, Pub. L. No. 95-432, 92 Stat. 1046. An individual born outside the United States 
who acquired U.S. citizenship at birth, or who automatically derived U.S. citizenship after birth but 
before the age of 18, may apply to receive a Certificate of Citizenship. An individual who was born 
between December 24, 1952, and November 14, 1986, to married parents one of whom was a U.S. 
citizen and the other a foreign national, must show that the U.S. citizen parent was physically present 
in the United States for 10 years (with at least five years after the age of 14) before the individual's 
birth. 

The Director of the Jacksonville, Florida Field Office denied the application, concluding that the 
Applicant did not establish, as required, that her father was physically present in the United States 
for the requisite time period before her birth to transmit citizenship. 

On appeal, the Applicant submits additional evidence pertaining to her father's presence in the 
United States, and asserts that she acquired U.S. citizenship at birth. 

Upon de novo review we will sustain the appeal. The evidence is sufficient to establish the 
Applicant's U.S. citizen father satisfied the physical presence requiremeiit and, thus, that she 
acquired U.S. citizenship at birth from him. 

I. LAW 

The applicable law for transmitting citizenship to a child who was born abroad when one parent is a 
U.S. citizen is the statute that was in effect at the time of the child's birth. See Chau v. Immigration 
and Naturalization Service, 24 7 F .3d 1026, 1029 n.3 (9th Cir. 20b 1) (internal quotation marks and 
citation omitted). At the time ofthe Applicant's birth in 1965, former section 301(a)(7) of the Act 
provided that the following shall be citizens of the United States at birth: 

[A] person born outside the geographical limits of the United States and its outlying 
possessions of parents one of whom is an alien, and the other a citizen of the United 
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States who, prior to the birth of such person, was physically present in the United 
States or its outlying possessions for a period or periods totaling not less than ten 
years, at least five of which were after attaining the age of fourteen years: Provided, 
That any periods of honorable service in the Armed Forces of the United States by 
such citizen parent may be included in computing the physical presence requirements 
of this paragraph. 

Because the Applicant was born abroad, she is presumed to be a foreign national and bears the 
burden of establishing her claim to U.S. citizenship by a preponderance of credible evidence. See 
Matter ofBaires-Larios, 24 I&N Dec. 467,468 (BIA 2008). 

Under the preponderance of the evidence standard, the Applicant must demonstrate that her 
citizenship claim is "probably true." Matter ofChawathe, 25 I&N Dec. 369, 376 (AAO 2010). We 
will examine each piece of evidence for relevance, probative value, and credibility, both individually 
and within the context of the totality of the evidence, to determine whether the facts to be proven are 
probably true. 

If the Applicant submits relevant, probative, and credible evidence that leads us to believe that the 
claim is "more likely than not" or "probably" true, she has satisfied the standard of proof. Stated 
another way, the Applicant must establish that there is greater than a fifty percent chance her claim 
that she acquired U.S. citizenship at birth from her father is true. 

II. ANALYSIS 

The record reflects that the Applicant was born in the Bahamas in 1965. Her mother was a 
citizen ofthe Bahamas, and her father was a U.S. citizen born in Georgia in 1930. The couple 
married one year before the Applicant's birth, in 1964. A preponderance of the evidence is 
sufficient for us to conclude that the Applicant was born in wedlock to a U.S. citizen father and a 
foreign national mother. 

Accordingly, the only issue is whether the Applicant has demonstrated that her father was physically 
present in the United States for 10 years before her birth in 1965, and that five of those years 
were after the father's 14th birthday in . 1944. 

The Applicant represented on the Form N-600, Application for Certificate of Citizenship, that her 
father lived in the United States all his life; however, because she did not submit evidence to support 
this representation, the Director determined she did not establish her father met the 1 0-year physical 
presence requirement to transmit citizenship. 

On appeal, the Applicant states that her father lived in Georgia as a child and later moved to 
To substantiate this statement, the Applicant submits printouts from a genealogy resources website 
and copies of the 1957-1964 Directory address listings. 
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As stated above, the father's birth certificate establishes he was born in Georgia in 1930 and, more 
likely than not, he lived there as a child. The genealogy resources website information indicates he 
was issued a social security number in Georgia before 1951. This evidence tends to show the father 
likely lived there in or before 1951. The address directory listings show the father resided in 
for eight years, from 1957 through 1964. In addition, the immigration record of the Applicant's 
mother includes a visa: petition the father submitted on her behalf in Florida in September 1964, a 
letter confirming the father's employment with a construction company in Florida from 1964 
through 1965, and copies of his U.S. wage and tax statement forms for the year 1965. 

Thus, we conclude that the evidence, considered in the aggregate, demonstrates the Applicant's 
\ 

claim that her father was physically present in the United States for at least 10 years before her birth 
m 1965, and that five of those years were after the father's 14th birthday in 1944 is probably 
true. 

III. CONCLUSION 

In view of the above, we find that the Applicant has established by a preponderance of the evidence 
that her father satisfied the 10-year U.S. physical presence requirement to transmit citizenship. The 
Applicant is therefore eligible for issuance of a Certificate of Citizenship. 

ORDER: The appeal is sustained. 
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