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The Applicant, who was born in the United States in seeks a Certificate of Citizenship. An 
individual born outside the United States who acquired U.S. citizenship at birth, or who automatically 
derived U.S. citizenship after birth but before the age of 18, may apply to receive a Certificate of 
Citizenship. See Immigration and Nationality Act (the Act) section 341(a) of the Act, 8 U.S.C. 
§ 1452(a). 

The Director of the Atlanta, Georgia, Field Office considered the Applicant's eligibility for issuance 
of a Certificate of Citizenship pursuant to the provisions of former section 321 of the Act, 8 U.S.C. 
§ 1432, repealed by Sec. 103(a), title I, Child Citizenship Act of 2000, Pub. L. No. 106-395, 114 
Stat. 1631 (2000), which governs derivative citizenship of individuals who were born abroad, and 
who resided in the United States as permanent residents with one. or both naturalized parents before 
the age of 18 years. The Director denied the application finding that the Applicant did not meet the 
eligibility criteria for derivative citizenship under that section because he was not born abroad, he 
was not a lawful permanent resident, and his mother did not become a U.S. citizen until he was 
years old. 

On appeal, the Applicant submits a copy of the Director's decision, additional evidence, including 
copies of his U.S. voter registration cards, and a U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) 
informational booklet1 regarding proof of U.S. citizenship. He does not, however, identify any 
erroneous conclusion oflaw or statement of fact in the Director's decision. 

Upon de novo review, we will dismiss the appeal. The Act does not provide for issuance of a 
Certificate of Citizenship to an individual born in and subject to the jurisdiction of the United States. 

1"A4-I am a U.S. citizen ... How do I get proof of my U.S. citizenship? M-560B (October 20 13) N," available at 
https://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/USCIS/Resources/A4en.pdf. This booklet states, in part, that a birth 
certificate of an individual born in the United States is proof of his or her U.S. citizenship (except for a child born to 
foreign diplomats), and that such individual does not need to apply to users for any evidence of citizenship. 
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I. LAW 

Pursuant to section 301(a) of the Act, 8 U.S.C. § 1401, as in effect at the time of the Applicant's 
birth, 'a person born in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof is a national and 
citizen of the United States at birth~ The phrase "subject to the jurisdiction" refers to the country's 
ability to make its laws obligatory within its territory. US v. Wong Kim Ark, 169 U.S. 649, 683 
(1898). The common-law jurisdiction exception rule, as adopted by the Fourteenth Amendment of 
the U.S. Constitution, provides, in part, that children of foreign diplomats are not subject to the 
jurisdiction of the United States as a matter of law and, therefore, they are not U.S. citizens even if 
they are born in the United States. !d. at 682. 

Section 341(a) of the Act states, in part, that a person who is a citizen of the United States by virtue 
of certain provisions of section 301 of the Act2 may apply to the Secretary of Homeland Security for 
a Certificate of Citizenship. Those provisions, however, are limited to individuals born outside of 
the United States; they do not include the above-referenced section 301 (a) of the Act, which relates 
to individuals who were born in the United States and subject to its jurisdiction. 

II. ANALYSIS 

The Applicant's birth certificate reflects he born in to foreign national parents. 
The Applicant has not claimed or submitted evidence that he was not subject to the jurisdiction of 
the United States at the time ofhis birth. Accordingly, the Applicant is considered a U.S. citizen by 
virtue of his birth in the United States as provided in section 30l(a) ofthe Act.3 

As stated above, we only have jurisdiction to issue a Certificate of Citizenship to individuals who 
either acquired or derived U.S. citizenship under the laws listed in section 341(a) ofthe Act. Those 
laws, however, do not include section 301(a) of the Act, which governs U.S. citizenship of 
individuals who, like the Applicant, are U.S. citizens because they were born in the United States. 
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III. CONCLUSION 

The Applicant is not eligible for a Certificate of Certificate because he has not demonstrated that he 
either acquired or derived U.S. citizenship under relevant statutory provisions. 

ORDER: The appeal is dismissed. 

Cite as Matter of E-H-C-S-C-, ID# 251214 (AAO May 10, 2017) 

2 Specifically, paragraphs (c), (d), (e), or (g) of section 301 ofthe Act. 
3 The record includes a copy of the Applicant's U.S. passport issued to him by the U.S. Department of State. The 

passport reflects that the Applicant was born in Unless void on its face, a valid U.S. passport 
constitutes conclusive proof of U.S. citizenship. See Matter of Villanueva, 19 I&N Dec. 10 I, 103 (BIA 1984). 
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