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Non-Precedent Decision of the 
Administrative Appeals Office 

DATE: JULY 25, 2018 

APPEAL OF NEW YORK, NEW YORK FIELD OFFICE DECISION 

APPLICATION: FORM N-600, APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE OF CITIZENSHIP 

· The Applicant, who was born in Pakistan in 2011, seeks a Certificate of Citizenship. Immigration 

and Nationality Act (the Act) § 320, 8 U.S.C. § 1431. Generally, for an individual claiming 

automatic U.S. citizenship after birth and who was born after February 27, 1983, the individual must 

have at least one U.S. citizen parent and be residing in that parent's custody in the United States as a 

lawful permanent resident before 18 years of age. 

The Director of the New York, New York Field Office denied the application, concluding th,it the 

Applicant was ineligible for a Certificate of Citizenship under section 320 of the Act because neither 

her mother nor her father was a U.S. citizen. 

On appeal, the Applicant submits her father's naturalization interview results showing his eligibility 

to become a naturalized U.S. citizen. She indicates, on this basis, that she is now eligible for a 

. Certificate of Citizenship under section 320 of the Act. 

Upon de novo review, we will dismiss the appeal. 

The record reflects that the Applicant was born in Pakistan on 2011 , to foreign 

national parents. She was.admitted to the United States as a lawful permanent resident in September 

2012. She filed this Form N-600 in September· 2016, and her father became a U.S. citizen through 

naturalization on 2017. There is no evidence that the Applicant's mother is a U.S. citizen. 

For derivative citizenship purposes, we apply "the law in _effect at the time the critical events giving 

rise to eligibility occurred." See Minasyan v. · Gonzales, 401 F.3d 1069, 1075 (9th Cir. 2005). 

Section 320 of the Act, as amended by the Child Citizenship Act of 2000, Pub. L. No. 106-395, 114 

Stat. 1631 (CCA), was in effect when the Applicant was born, when she was admitted into the 

country as a lawful permanent resident, and when her father became a naturalized U.S. citizen. It 

therefore applies to the Applicant's citizenship claim. 

Section 320 of the Act provides, in pertinent par( that: 

(a) A child born outside of the United States automatically becomes a citizen of 

the United States when all of the following conditions have been fulfilled: 
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(1) At least one parent of the child 1s a citizen of the United States, 
whether by birth or naturalization. 

(2) The child is under the age of eighteen years. 

(3) The child is residing in the United States in the legal and physical 
custody of the citizen parent pursuant to a lawful admission for 
permanent residence. 

In addition, Department of Homeland Security regulations require that the Applicant establish her 
eligibility for a Certificate of Citizenship at the time of filing and through adjudication. 8 C.F.R. 
§ l03.2(b)(l). The regulation at 8 C.F.R. § 320.3(b)(l)(iv) states further that an applicant applying 
for citizenship under section 320 of the Act must submit evidence of U.S. citizenship of his or her 
parent. 

The sole issue on appeal is whether the Applicant demonstrated that she met section 320(a)(1) of the 
Act U.S. citizen parent requirements when her Form N-600 was filed and adjudicated. We find that 
she has not. 

The record reflects that the Applicant submitted her Form N-600 in September 2016, and the 
Director issued a denial on the application in March 2017. The Applicant does not claim that her 
parents were U.S. citizens when the application was filed and adjudicated. Moreover, although 
USCIS records reflect that the Applicant's fath~r is now a U.S. citizen, his naturalization did not 
occur until April 2017, after both the filing and adjudication of the Form N-600. 

Because the Applicant did not satisfy section 32.0(a)(l) of the Act, U.S. citizen parent requirements 
when she filed her citizenship application and. when her application was adjudicated, she is not 
eligible to derive citizenship under section 320 of the Act. 

ORDER: The appeal is dismissed. 1 
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1 The decision is without prejudice to the filing of a motion to reopen or reconsider. 8 C.F.R. § 341.5(e) (an applicanl 
may submit only one citizenship application and that any subsequently filed application will be rejected for the applicant 
to su_bmil a motion to reopen or reconsider in accordance with 8 C.F.R. § 103.5.) 
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