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The Applicant, who was born in Nigeria in 1970, seeks a Certificate of Citizenship. The Director of 
the Raleigh-Durham, North Carolina Field Office denied the application, concluding that the 
Applicant does not qualify to derive U.S. citizenship through a citizen parent, and is already a 
naturalized U.S. citizen. 

On appeal, the Applicant does not dispute that he is a naturalized U.S. citizen, and that he is ineligible 
to derive citizenship through a citizen parent (the record also reflects he does not have a U.S. citizen 
parent.) He indicates instead that his biological daughter meets requirements to derive U.S. citizenship 
through him. 1 However, the Applicant did not fill out the Form N-600, Application for Certificate of 
Citizenship with his daughter's name and details. 2 Instead, the Form N-600 contains the Applicant's 
name and information, and was therefore filed on his behalf Because the Applicant has not 
demonstrated eligibility for derivative citizenship, we will dismiss the appeal. 

ORDER: The appeal is dismissed. 

Cite as Matter ofN-M-A-, ID# 3426316 (AAO Mar. 25, 2019) 

1 Generally, to establish derivative U.S. citizenship after birth (under section 320 of the Immigration and Nationality Act 
(the Act) § 320, 8 U.S.C. § 1431), an individual who was born abroad after February 27, 1983, must show that he or she 
had at least one U.S. citizen parent and was residing in that parent's legal and physical custody in the United States as a 
lawful permanent resident before turning 18 years of age. In addition, a U.S. citizen parent may generally apply for a 
Certificate of Citizenship on behalf of a child residing outside the United States (under section 322, 8 U.S.C. § 1433), if 
the child is residing abroad in the U.S. citizen parent's custody, and that parent, or the parent's U.S. citizen parent (the 
child's grandparent), had been physically present in the United States for 5 years, 2 of which were after the parent turned 
14 years old. 
2 He also did not provide an immigration file number for his daughter, and we have been unable to locate her information 
through electronic records. 


