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DISCUSSION: The application for adjustment to permanent resident status was denied by the Field Office
Director, Los Angeles, and is now before the Administrative Appeals Office on appeal. The appeal will be
rejected.

The director denied the application based on his determination that the applicant had been convicted of four
misdemeanor offenses and was therefore statutorily ineligible for adjustment from temporary to permanent
resident status. On appeal, the applicant submitted an unsigned Form 1-694, Notice of Appeal of Decision Under
Section 210 or 245A of the INA, accompanied by a statement from the applicant as well as additional supporting
documentation.

An applicant for permanent resident status may appeal an adverse decision on Form I-694. 8 C.F.R. § 245a.3(j).
The regulations further provide that every application, petition, appeal, motion, request, or other document
submitted on the form prescribed by the Department of Homeland Security regulations shall be executed and
filed in accordance with the instructions on the form; and the instructions are incorporated into the particular
section of the regulations requiring its submission. 8 C.F.R. § 103.2(a)(1). Form I-694 includes the following
instruction:

Any Form 1-694 that is not signed or accompanied by the correct fee will be rejected with
a notice that the Form 1-694 is deficient. [An applicant] may correct the deficiency and
resubmit the Form 1-694.'

In this case the Form 1-694 is not signed. As the appeal has not been signed and filed by the applicant or by any

authorized representative, the appeal is deficient and has not been properly filed. The appeal, therefore, must be
rejected.

ORDER: The appeal is rejected.

! Note, however, that a rejected application or petition will not retain a filing date. 8 C.F.R. § 103.2(a)(7). As FormI-
694 must be filed within 30 days of the notice of decision, it would not be possible to timely resubmit the Form 1-694 in
this case.




