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DISCUSSION: The application for adjustment from temporary resident status to permanent resident 
status was denied by the Director, Chicago, and is now before the Administrative Appeals Office 
(AAO) on appeal. The appeal will be sustained. 

The record indicates that the applicant filed a Form 1-698, Application to Adjust Status from Temporary 
to Permanent Resident (Under Section 245A on the Immigration and Nationality Act) on October 17, 
2008. On February 24, 20l1, the director denied the application finding that the applicant failed to 
demonstrate basic citizenship skills. 

On appeal, the counsel asserts that the applicant passed both an English and a United States history 
and government examination and submits such evidence. 

The AAO conducts appellate review on a de novo basis. See Soltane v. DOl, 381 F.3d 143, 145 (3d 
Cir. 2004). Following de novo review, the AAO finds that that the director's basis for denial of the 
Form 1-698 was in error and withdraws the director's decision. 

Pursuant to section 245A(b)(1 )(D) of the hnmigration and Nationality Act (the Act), the applicant must 
demonstrate that he meets basic citizenship skills. Section 245A(b)(I)(D) states that the applicant must 
demonstrate he either meets the requirements on section 312(a) of the Act or that he is satisfactorily 
pursuing a course of study to achieve an understanding of the English language and the history and 
government of the United States. Pursuant to section 312(a) of the Act, the applicant must demonstrate: 

(1) an understanding of the English language, including an ability to read, write, 
and speak words in ordinary usage in the English language: Provided, That the 
requirements of this paragraph relating to ability to read and write shall be met if 
the applicant can read or write simple words and phrases to the end that a 
reasonable test of his literacy shall be made and that no extraordinary or 
unreasonable conditions shall be imposed upon the applicant; and 

(2) a knowledge and understanding of the fundamentals of the history, and of the 
principles and form of government, of the United States. 

On appeal, counsel submits a copy of the applicant's United States history government examination 
dated April 16, 2003. The examination states that the applicant passed the U.S. history and 
government examination. The record also contains a copy of an English language examination dated 
January II, 2011. The examination indicates that the applicant passed this examination as well. 

Consequently, the applicant has overcome the particular basis of denial cited by the director. 

The appeal will be sustained. The director shall continue the adjudication of the application for 
permanent resident status. 

ORDER: The appeal is sustained 


