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The applicant is a native and citizen of Honduras who is seeking Temporary Protected Status (TPS) under section
244 of the Immigration and Nationality Act (the Act), 8 U.S.C. § 1254,

On motion to reopen, the applicant requests the opportunity to become legal in the United States in order to obtain
employment and pay his taxes. The applicant further states that he did not apply initially due to his lack of
employment and fear of his situation.

A motion to feopen or reconsider must be fijed within thirty days of the underlying decision, except that
failure to file during this period may be excused at the Service's discretion when the applicant has
demonstrated that the delay was reasonable and beyond the control of the applicant. § CF.R. § 103.5(a)(1)(1).

reopen must be filed within thirty days. Coupled with three days for mailing, the motion, in this case, should
have been filed on or before April 2, 2003. The motion to reopen was received on June 27,2003.

§ 1361. That burden has not been met since the motion to reopen was not filed within the allotteq time
period. Accordingly, the motion to reopen will be dismissed and the previous decision of the AAO will not
be disturbed.

ORDER: The motion to reopen is dismissed. The previous decision of the AAO dated
February 28, 2003, is affirmed.



