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The Honorable Kirstjen Nielsen 
Secretary of Homeland Security 

\ \ 'ASIIINC.TON. DC 20ii W-tl!J05 

January 17, 2018 

U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
3801 Nebraska Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20528 

Dear Secretary Nielsen: 
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I write to express concern regarding red tape at the Department of Homeland Security 
(DHS). I have already expressed my opposition to your predecessor's decision to terminate 
Temporary Protected Status (TPS) for Haitians. As 1 conveyed to you in our November meeting, 
Haiti continues to recover from the devastating 201 0 earthquake and subsequent hurricanes. 
Florida is stronger because of our Haitian community, and any derogatory comments to the 
contrary are deeply misguided. 

In the meantime, DHS has failed to publish a Federal Register notice officially 
announcing DHS's November 20, 2017 decision terminating TPS for Haitians and extending the 
current TPS period to July 22,2019. A number of Haitians in Florida have raised concerns that 
the delay in publishing the termination in the Federal Register is preventing Haitians from 
properly re-registering with the government before their current status expires on January 22, 
2018. They can't re-register until DHS formally opens up the re-registration period. And DHS 
won't open up the re-registration period without the official Federal Register notice. At this 
point, January 22nd is less than a week away. 

Haitians in Florida and elsewhere need time to gather the necessary paperwork, submit 
their re-registration applications, and obtain updated work authorization. The delay is causing 
extra anxiety and uncertainty in this community. TPS holders don 't know if they will be lawfully 
allowed to work next week, and their employers don't know either. 

While I am hoping a permanent legislative solution can be achieved, I am also interested 
in working with you to ensure that we do right by this community in the short term. To that end, 
1 am requesting that you take action to ensure that Haitian TPS recipients are given adequate 
time to re-register and are not forced out of status because ofthe federal government's delay in 
publishing the right paperwork. 

Haitians are valuable members of our communities and families, and we owe it to treat 
them with dignity and respect. Thank you for your immediate at ntion to this issue. 

(J) 

c-:: 
l> t:n-

-<~ 
!'1rrt 
c.nc 
i7l'~ 
:-;;:J 
• f'\1 

.:-
r-r:rr 
(. -)....:...; 

< m 
0 



The Honorable Bill Nelson 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Senator Nelson: 

February 12, 2018 

U.S. Deparlmcnl of Homeland Security 
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 
Office of the Director (MS 2000) 
Washington. DC 20529-2000 

U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration 
Services 

Thank you for your January 17, 2018 letter. Secretary Nielsen asked that I respond on 
her behalf. 

I appreciate your interest in Temporary Protected Status (TPS) and the publication of 
Federal Register notices (FRNs) associated with TPS determinations. Under federal law, the 
Secretary of Homeland Security is required to provide on a timely basis the publication of notice 
of each TPS detetmination in the Federal Register. See Immigration and Nationality Act 
§ 244(b)(3)(A). . 

DHS published the FRN for the recent decision on Haiti ' s TPS designation on 
January 18,2018. The FRN provides details regarding re-registration procedures and 
employment authorization for the 18-month transition period before Haiti's TPS tetmination 
becomes effective on July 22, 2019. Additional information and links to the FRN for this 
decision can be found on the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services website. 

Thank you again for your letter and interest in this important issue. Should you require 
any additional assistance, please have your staff contact the USC IS Office of Legislative Affairs 
at (202) 272-1940. 

Respectfully, 

L. Francis Cissna 
Director 

www.uscis.gov 


